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PREFACE

THE present work was undertaken six or seven years
ago, at the request of the late Mr. J. R. Green, for
the series of * Literature Primers.” DBut although the
rough draft was prepared as carly as 1880, unavoidable
delays deferred completion, till Mr. Green’s lamented
death destroyed the hope that the volume might receive
his supervision.  In these circumstances it was thought
hest that, instead of curtailing the work—which, from
the first, considerably exceeded the limits of the primer
series—it should be amplified and published inde-
pendently.  This ended in its being rewritten on a
much larger scale.

By inserting the dates for all Bacon's letters and
“ Occasional Works,”' and by adding referenccs for
all the philosophical and larger literary works, 1 have
endeavoured to make the book of use not only to those
rcaders of limited leisure who may be prepared to
accept it on its own merits as a fairly complete account
of the life and works of Bacon (so far as one volume
on such a subject can be called complete), but also to
such more leisurely readers as may desire to refer to
that treasurc-house of Baconian facts for which many

3 The letters and “Occasional Works” are arranged in Mr., Spedding’s
edition in chronological order, so that, for these, the date is a sufficient

reference.
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gencrations of English-speaking readers will remain
deeply indebted to Mr. Spedding.’

In the Second Part of the book, which deals with
Bacon’s works, rather morc than usual prominence
has been given to the less-known writings, some of
which contain the germs of the Novum Organum, while
others give the outline of the whole, or attempt to con-
struct parts, of the Magna Instauratio. Several of
these short treatises—for example, the Redargutio
Philosophiarum, for which see pp. 367-70—are full of
rhetorical beauty ; others throw great light on Bacon’s
gystcm by exhibiting its main principles in brief; and
all are uscful as showing the versatility with which he
proposed to commend his philosophy to the world, and
the changed mind with which at different times he
regarded different parts of his system.

For the purpose of a summary, the ddvancement of
Learning has been preferred to the amplified Latin
Translation called the De Augmentis, mainly because
the former admits of quotations from Bacon’s own
inimitable English. Besides, the Advancement will be
always more popular than the Translation; and the
De Augmentis, although much enlarged in detail, adds
little in outline. But in the summary of the Ad-
vancement, attention has been called to most of the
important differences of statement or argument between
the English and the Latin Translations.

It is through Bacon's FEssays, however, that W is
most widely known, and of these Bacon himself tells us
(in the canceclled dedication of the second edition to
Prince Henry) that they are *“of a nature whereof a

' #8pedding,” in all following foot-notes, indicates Mr. Speddings
Letters and Life of Lord Bacon; references to the Works will be
indicated by * Spedding, Works”
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man shall find much in experience, little in books.”
Accordingly, it has been ome of the Author’s main
objects throughout these pages, and more especially in
the Dbiographical portion, to call attention to such
passages of the Essays as are capable of being illus-
trated by Bacon's life, letters, and spceches, so as to
make this volume In some scnse a commentary upon
Bacon’s most popular, and perhaps most enduring
work.!

In the Alphabetical Index at the end of the book,
the italicised portion contains references to Bacon’s own
words ; under which head I have occasionally inserted
passages from the Lssays and the Advancement, but
much more often from the less-read letters, speeches,
and minor works—the object being, not only to facilitate
reference to the incidents of Bacon’s life and to the
accounts of his several treatises, but also, as far as
possible, to place at the reader’s disposal a collection
of some of the brightest, and quaintest, but almost
unknown, sayings of one of the most varied and

suggestive writers of English prose.

1 The references to the Essays include the line, as woll as the number
of the essay. They refer to my edition (Longmans, 1876),






CONTENTS

INTRODUCTION .

Leswnisa EvENTs oF Bacon's Tare-TiMk

PART 1

SECION

1 The Court of Elizabeth

2 Bacon’s Youth . .

3 The * Advice to Queen Ehmbc.th . .
4 The “ Controversies of the Church of England » .
5 Bacon’s Chouice of a Life

6 Bacon Suing

-1

Sovereign ™ ; ¢ Promus” .
R Bacon as the Councellor of Eassex
9 The Fall of Eusex
10 The Death of Essex . .
11 The End of the Old Reiyn . .
12 The New Reign . . . S
13 The “ Discourse un the Union v
14 Bacon's Advice on Chu.ch Policy
15 Bacon is made Solicitor-General .
16 Signs of the Coming Revolution .
17 Cecil’s Remedy against the Commg Revolutmn ;
Contract ” .
18 Bacon’s Private Thoughta on Pohucs . .
19 Bacon’s Defence of the Council of the Marches
20 Bacon’s Remedy against the Commg Revolution .
21 Bacon's Private Plans . . .
22 Literary Work .
23 The Decline of Cecil

rAGY
xiii

. oxxxi

Bacon’s “ Devices 5 ¢ Mr. Bacon's Discourse in the Praise of his

“The Great:

i1
16
23
26
32

40
b3
59
73
82
93
101
105
111
118

124
130
136
144
152
159
164



x CONTENTS

BECTION
24 The “ Court of the Verge” ; Death of Cecil. . .
25 Bacon Suing for Promotxon . .
26 Trial of Lord Sa.nqulmr Bacon becomes Att.omey-Geneml .

27 The Policy “¢é gemino” . . . . .

28 Bacon’s Draft of the King's Speech . . . . .

29 The *“Addled Parliament” . . . . . . .

30 Trials of St. John and Pt.acham . .

31 Bacon’s Preparations for a New Pnrlmmcnt . . .

32 Bacon'’s Preparation for the Work of a Lord Chancellor A
3 The Fall of Coke . . . . . . . . . .

34 Bacon becomes Lord Kecper . . . . . . .

35 The Lord Keeper's Activity .

36 The Lord Keeper out of Favour .

37 Bucon as Lord Chancellor . . . . . ; ] .
38 Preparation for Parliament ; The Publication of the “ Novum
Organum ™ . . . . . . .

39 The Lord Chancellor in Penl

40 The Lord Chancellor's Fall .

41 Bacoen’s Death

42 Bacon at Home

43 Bacon’s Character ; the Problem

44 Bacon’s Character ; the Solution . . . . .

PART 11
BACON’S WORKS _

45 The Revolt against Aristotle

46 The Scheme of the “ Magna Imtauratm .

47 “Partus Masculus Temporis ” ; “ Valerius Tem.nus ”

48 The “ Advanrement of Len.rning »

49 The ¢ Delineatio” .. . e .
650 The * Cogitata et Visa” . . .
51 “Filum Labyrinthi”; ¢ Redargutm Phxlosuphxarum » . ;‘.
52 “De Sapientia Velcmm " and the Astronomical Treatises .

53 The * Novum Organum ? (Book I) . . . . .

54 The “ Novam Organum ” (Book IL.) . .
55 Contributions to the Third Part of the *¢ Instaumno Mngna "o,
36 “De Augmentis”; ¢Sylva Sylvarum” , . . .
87 The Merits and Demerits of Bacon’s Philosophy. . . .,
58 “The New Atlantin” ; “History of King Henry VIL” . .
59 Minor Literary Works, . . . . . . . .

PAGE

168
175
180
189
202
£09
217
223
229
238
247
256
261
267

278
284
204
304
309
317
321

333
339
348
352
357

364
370
376
383
398

415
428



CONTENTS xi

secTioN raan
60 The Method of the Essays . . . . . . . . 438
61 The Subject Matter of the Essays . . . . . . 440

62 Bacon as a Writer . . . . . . . . . 447

APPENDIX I

63 Professor Fowler’s Defence of Bacon’s Morality . 457

APPENDIX II

64-68 Summary of that part of the ¢ Advancement of Learning ”
which treats of Philosophy . . . . . . 461-475
64 Natural Philosophy . . . . . . . . . 461
65 Human Philosophy Man *“ Segregate ” ; the Understanding . 464
66 Iuman Philosophy Man ¢ Segregate” ; the Will . . 468
67 Human Philorophy Man * Congregate” . . . . . 471
68 Sacred Philosrophy . . . 474

ALPHABETICAL INDEX . . . . . . . ) . 477






INTRODUCTION

ONE advantage of the delay of the present work has
been that its revision and rewriting have been facilitated
by biographics of Bacon written during the last few
years by Professor Fowler (1881), by Dean Church
(1884), and by Professor 8. R. Gardiner in the Dic-
tionary of Nutionul Bigraphy (1885), to the last of
which 1 am more especially indebted.?

Professor Fowler (as also Mr. Aldis Wright in the
biography prefixed to his edition of the Advancement
of Learning, 1875) closely follows Mr. Spedding in
his views of Bacon’s character. Dean Church has been
led to conclusions very similar to those which I ¢n-
deavoured—very roughly and imperfectly—to express
in my edition of the essays (1878), and to which I
still, in the main, adhere. Professor Gardiner has
viewed Bacon in a new light. He has called attention
to the political aspect of Bacon’s career. He has
laid stress upon the grandeur of the work that Bacon
might have achieved as a Statesman, if only he
could have had his own way ; and has herein found
some extenuation, not only for his desertion from

! By the kindness of the Editor of the Dictionary, and with the per-

mission of Professor Gardiner, I was enabled to see the article on Francis
Bacon, seven or eight months before it was published.
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gcience to statesmanship, but also for his continuance
in political pursuits even when it became evident that
he could achieve nothing because he was forced to
go the way of others. Accepting Bacon’s claim as
a prophet of scicntific knowledge, he recognises ‘‘his
equally great claim as a prophet of political know-
ledge ;7! “the desire to rise in the world, consciously
or unconsciously, went for much with Bacon: but
the knowledge that his country could be saved, and
that he was the man to save it, worked in the same
direction ;” ? he alleges the keenness of Bacon's foresight,
and the height of his political aims, “not in arrest
of judgment,” but as a plea for some modification of
the sentence which we should otherwise pass upon his
importunity for oftice and obsequiousness in office ; and
he implies that, had James I. been guided by Bacon,
the latter would have accomplished a task not inferior
to the highest of his scientific objects, “if it be
admitted that to turn aside a coming revolution, with
all its moral and material horrors, is as great a service
to mankind as to enlarge a scientific scheme.” *

I have endeavoured to give to this able advocacy the
careful and respectful consideration which it deserves,
keeping constantly in view throughout every discussion
of Bacon's political letters and treatises these three
questions: How far did Bacon anticipate the coming
revolution ? What were the means by which he hoped
to avert it ? What steps did he actually take #§ give
effect to his hopes ?

Professor Gardiner justly remarks that ““the immensity
of Bacon’s genius is a sore.trouble to his biographers.”
The complexities and inconsistencies in a nature so

! Dictionary of National Biography, vol. ii. p. 349.
* Academy, 3 May, 1884, 3 Ib.
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many-sided will probably not be adequately explained
by any single analysis—not by Pope’s epigrams in verse,
nor Macaulay’s in prose ; not even by Dean Church’s
theory—subtle and truthful as it appears to me—that
Bacon’s life was a double one, the life of high thinking
and the put-on worldly life, and that these two lives
go on side by side, “the worldly one often interfering
with the life of thought and discovery and partly
obscuring it, but yet always leaving it paramount in his
own mind;” not hy Professor Gardiner’s.suggestion
that the greater part of Bacon’s life was spent in
shaping political history, and that “power to do
good in politics was, according to the possibilitics of
his day, inscparably connected with high places and
the good things of this world, to the advantages of
which Bacon was by no means inscnsible ;” and most
assuredly not by Professor Fowler's brief solution,
that ‘‘ carelessness about moncy matters was the root
from which all Bacon’s errors and misfortunes sprang.”

Bearing in mind, therefore, the controversial nature
which discussions of Bacon’s character have frequently
assumed, and the consequent neglect of important facts
in his life while excessive stress has been laid upon
isolated and sometimes petty incidents that seemed
to tell in favour of some theory, I have cendeavoured
to avoid—at all events in the main body of the work—
any lengthy psychological or moral disquisitions, and
to set forth in a continuous story such extracts from
Bacon’s letters, specches, and occasional works as
might enable this much-accused and more-defended
man to tell his own story in his own way, with as
little as possible hindrance or interruption. In other
words, I have tried to make this biography approach,
as far as possible, the nature of an autobiography.
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One difticulty in making Bacon intelligible to the
world is this: the world will persist in believing
that, because he was in some sense a man of science,
he must needs have also been a man of at least
ordinary accuracy and sobriety of .statement; and
people are confirmed in this prejudice by the fact
that he does not appear to have been in any danger
of being misled by passion; that he was cold and
calculating in his friendships ; not fervent in marriage ;
and that he himself asked—as though there could be
but one answer to the question—* Are not the pleasures
of the intellect greater than the pleasures of the affec-
tions?”! How, then, people naturally arguc, could a
scicntific man of this cool, cautious, and almost cold-
blooded temperament make mis-statements without
deliberate purpose to deceive ?

The truth is, that in almost cvery great man there is
pretty sure to be something of disproportion ; and, for
success in active life, some excess of the self-persuasive
faculty is almost necessary. The greatest living states-
man in England was not long ago (1884) accused of
being “‘able to persuade himself of anything.” The
accusation savoured of hyperbole; but it by no mecans
deserved to be treated as if it amounted to a charge
of lunacy. No man can do great things if he is not
persuaded that he can do somewhat more than he
actually succeeds in doing; no man can lead a party
or work for a people if he does not belicd® in the
party or people to an extent a little beyond what is
warranted by facts. It is by this imaginative and
illogical surplusage of belief (commonly called faith)
that a man uplifts both himself and others: within
ordinary limits it achieves ordinary successes; beyond

1 See below, p. 41.
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those limits it achicves stupendous marvels or disastrous
failures.

Bacon did not escape this disproportion. In him
the immensity of his self-confidence and of his self-
persuasive power more than corresponded to the
vastness of his genius. Like Ceesar, he trusted not
only himeelf but his fortune ; every one and everything
that surrounded him and could be wseful to him,
Essex, Cecil, James, Villiers, his own life past and
future, his scicentific successes, his judicial prospects;
his political future, even the largeness of his income
and the smallness of his debts—there was nothing that
came within the circle of things conducive to his pro-
sperity, which he did not idealise or exaggerate. e
could neither despair nor rest quict under failure. His
restlessness rose almost to the level of his self-confidence.
If the good was unattainable, then he would make the
best of the bad, and aim at that, and call that good.
And as he made the best of hia friends (as long as they
were his friends), so he made the best of himself and of
his own actions. ('ome what might, he could never
bring himself to think ill of himself in the past, or to
distrust himself for the future. For the purpose of
appreciating Bacon’s philosophical works as well as his
political career, it is essential that the reader should
understand that he has to do with a man who will
never, and can never, confess, even to himself, that he
has gone absolutely wrong.

If throughout his life, if even in his private prayers,
he habitually used the language of conscious and superior
virtue, he was not thereby imposing upon others more
than he imposed upon himself; however he might occa-
sionally dissemble and justify dissembling, he never de-

served to be called a hypoerite, for he was thoroughly
/
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persuaded of his own general rectitude, and even in his
deepest disgrace and dejection he still retained his self-
esteem. Yet to many readers, after perusing the following
pages, Bacon's retention of self-esteem will appear nothing
less than portentous. To describe it as bordering on in-
sanity would be unpardonable, for Bacon’s nature was
eminently sane ; but it would be nearer the mark to say
that from his restless, perfervid mother, who is said on
reasonable grounds to have been * frantic” for some
years before her death, Bacon inherited some abnormal
characteristics, one of which took the shape of an
excessive and even monstrous sclf-confidence. But for
this, Bacon’s Apoloyy would have been more humble
and more accurate ; but for this, the Novum Organum
would never have existed ; it was the secret alike of his
great strength and his great weakness ; it nerved him to
superhuman enterprises, and blinded him to his own
most obvious faults.

Having ventured to call special attention to one
point in a theory, I will now venture to give equal
prominence to a fact—not theory at all, but solid,
substantial fact—brought to light for the first time
in the course of Mr. Spedding’s researches, but omitted
by almost all Bacon’s subsequent biographers, al-
though it has & most important bearing directly on
his judicial carcer, and indirectly on our estimate of
his whole character.

All the biographies above mentioned with one
cxception '—while not denying that Bacon’s own
confession of ‘corruption” must be admitted to
be in some scnse true—nevertheless exonerate him
from any perversion of justicee.  This opinion is
based upon the absence of any attempt to reverse

¥

) Professor Gurdiner's Biography in the Dictionary of National Biography.
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the Chancellor's decisions after his fall. “To he
guilty of corruption, and to be guilty of perversion of
justice,” says Profcssor Fowler, “are widely different
things;” and, without further argument, he accepts, as
expressing the whole truth with regard to these trans-
actions, an apophthegm of Bacon’s in which, while
declaring his censure to be “the justest ccnsure in
Parliament that was these two hundred yecars” he goes
on to assert, “I was the justest judge that was in
England these fifty years.” Mr. Aldis Wright says, * that
Bacon took bribes for the perversion of justice no one
has venturcd to assert. Not one of the thousands of
decrees which he made as Chancellor was ever set aside ”
—implying that justice was in no case perverted. To
the same effect writes Dean Church: ““ If he had taken
money to pervert judgment, some instance of the
iniquity would certainly have been brought forward
and proved. There is no such wnslaace to be found ;
though of course there were plenty of dissatisfied
suitors ; of course the men who had paid their money
and lost their cause were furious.  But i vain do we
look for any ecase of proved wnjustice.”  Even Professor
Gardiner, in one passage of his hiography, inconsistently
argues in the same strain: “ As fur as we know, his
justice was as cxemplary as s enerlyy; not only were
no complaints heard at the time, which may be easily
accounted for, but in later ycars when every man’s
mouth was opened against him, no successful attempt
was made to reverse his decisions.”

It is an obvious answer to all these inferences from
mere silence, that if Bacon perverted justice, not for
money—of which no one accuses him—but out of
servility to some great person, the decisions could not

Le likely to be set aside, even after the Chancellor’s fall,
b2
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as long as that great person remained in power. How
quickly complaints might have accumulated if Bacon
had forfeited Buckingham’s favour, may be gathered
from the fact that when he was, for a few weeks, out
of favour, pctitions against him were immediately
threatened : “There is laid up for you, to make your
burden the more grievous, many petitions to his Majesty
against you;" so writes Yelverton to Bacon, 3 Sept,
1617.! All the above arguments, therefore, are nu-
gatory against a charge that Bacon perverted justice in
compliance with a request from Buckingham, who
remained in power for seven years after Bacon’s fall.
Now who would have supposed that the biographers
from whom I have quoted above were aware : 1st, that
there was a case in which there was evidence tending
to show that Bacon perverted justice to please Buck-
ingham; 2nd, that Mr. Spedding entrusted to his
coadjutor Mr. Ileath, who edited the legal portion of
Bacon's works, the task of thoroughly investigating the
case ; 3rd, that the results of the investigation are
found in an Appendix to the seventh volume of Mr.
Spedding’s edition of Bacon’s Life and Letters; and
4th, that the investigation results in an unhesitating con-
demnation of Bacon’s conduct, and a verdict amounting
to “ perversion of justice for the purpose of conciliating

Buckingham” ??

1 See also page 286 for an implied complaint from a suitor that, althoughl,
the Lord Chancellor would not sell his justice for gold, yet he might not
always “hold the scales upright,” when “ Court or favour” interfered.

? Professor Gandiner (Dictionary of National Biography, ii. 315) after
briefly sketching Mr. D. D. Heath's “searching investigation ’ and the
inference from it, adds, “ If this is a correct representation of the matter—
and st seems probable, though far from certain, that it was so—Bacon’s
conduct was distinetly blameworthy, though the appointment of arbitrators
may Lave veiled from him the real nature of the offence, which consisted
in transferring to others the responsibility which should have been borne
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Of course, it is open to any biographer of Bacon to
surmise that the Editor of Bacon's legal works may
bave been led to erronecous conclusions by ignorance of
the practice of Chancery in the seventcenth century.
But at least some justification of such a surmise would
appear necessary. At present, as far as I know, there
bas been no serious attempt to invalidate Mr. Heath’s
conclusions, Presumably he was requested by Mr.
Spedding to undertake the investigation as being the
fittest man to ascertain the truth. Morcover, his con-
clusions are consonant with probability ; for it must be
considered probable that the sclf-willed and unserupulous
Favourite would not have written letter after letter to
the Chancellor in favour of partics who had cases pend-
ing before him, for the mere purpose of putting off his
friends and dependants with a wmere cpistolary inter-
cession that could result in nothing more than “a full
and speedy hearing,” or ¢ such justice as the case may
allow.”

It is seldom that Professor Gardiner makes a mistake ;
hut there appears to be at least an error of omission
in the following sentence : “Even in his court he was
made to feel the weight of the Favourite’s patronage,
and was exposed to a constant flow of letters from
Buckingham, asking him to show favour to this person
or that, of course under tl.e reseriution that he would do
so only so fur as was consonant with justice.” Some-
times, it is true, Buckingham adds the qualification,
“ 80 far as may stand with justice and cquity ;” but very
often even this saving clause is omitted. Often, if

by himself alone.” The reader will have the opportunity of judging for
himself whether this sentence is not too lenient for justice ; but, in any
case, this admission that probably Bacon was  distinctly Llameworthy”
is inconsistent with the statement just quoted that “as far s we know, his
justice was as exemplary as his energy.”
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implied at all, it is passed over very lightly in the words,
“ what favour you may ;” e.g., ““ I desire your Lordship’s
further favour therefore unto him [Sir George Tipping]
that you will find out some course how he may be
exempted from that fear of the sale of his land. . . His
offer, which seemeth very reasonable and for his Mujesty’s
advantage, I desire your Lordship to take into considera-
tion, and to shew him what favour you may for my
sake”! These words, says Mr. Heath, practically
amount to a request  for the reconsideration and modi-
fication of a decree pronounced ;” * yet the Favourite not
only presses his demand with scarcely the shadow of a
reservation in favour of justice, but pluinly intimates that
he has formed an opinion on the case, and that his own
opinion and * his Majesty’s advantage ” admit of but one
result. Even where he inserts a qualification, Bucking-
ham sometimes bases his request upon * information” or
“credible report,” in such a way as to imply that his
mind is made up, and that the Chancellor must follow
his opinion. Thus, in the case of a young Mr. Iansbye,
who disputed legacics alleged to have been left by his
father, Buckingham first reminds the Chancellor that
the case had been previously recommended to him by
the King and himself, and then continues : “ Whereas
.« « » I am credibly informed that it will appear upon
their report” [i.e.,, the report of the Masters of the
Chancery] “ and by the depositions of witnesses witho

all exception that the said leases are no way liable to
those legacies; these shall be to earnestly iatreat your
Lordshep that, upon consideration of the report of the
Masters and depositions of the witnesses, you will for
my sake shew as much favour and expedition to young
Mr. Hansbye in this case as the justness thereof will

1 Life and Letters, vi. 293, * Ib,, vii. 579,
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permit. And I shall reccive it at your Lordship’s
hands as a particular favour.”' Not unnaturally docs
Mr. Heath refer to this case, in spite of the inserted
reservation, as one in which ‘“Buckingham scemed to
be putting pressure upon Bacon.”

In the following letter there is not a hint of reserva-
tion ; and its peremptory foree is all the greater because
it follows a previous recommendation :—

“To TuE Lorbp CHANCELLOR,
“My HoxourasLE Lonbp,

* UNDERSTANDING that the cause depending in the Chan.
cery between the Lady Vernon and the ofticers of his Majesty's
household is now ready for a decree, though I doubt not but, as
his Majesty hath been satisfied of the equity of the cause on his
officers’ behnlf, who have undergone the business by his Mujesty's
command, your Lordship will also find their cause worthy of your
favour ; yet 1 have thought fit once again to recommend it to
your Lordship, dexiring you to give them a speedy end of it, that
both his Majesty may be freed from further importunity, and they
from the charge and trouble of following it ; which I will be ever
ready to acknowledge as a favour done wunto myself, and always

rest
“ Your Lordship’s faithful friend and servant,
“ (. BUCKINGHAM,

“ GREENWICH, the 15 day of June, 1618.”

On another occasion Buckingham writes, in behalf
of some friends and r:lations, to request Bacon to
enforce the performance of certain conditions by some
contractors who had purchased a Patent “for the
transportation of butter out of Wales” from some
““who have near relation to me.” Without inquiring
whether the contractors could plead anything on their
side—e.g., that they had already performed the conditions,
so far as they were practicable and equitable—he desires

v Life and Letlers, vi. 312.
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the Chancellor, “out of his consideration of the matter
according to equity, to take such course therein either
that this said agrecement be performed, or that they
which refuse it may reccive no. benefit of the Patent,
which upon reason thereof was passed in their names.
And herein I desire your Lordship to make what ex-
pedition you can, because now is the season to make
provision of the butter that for this year is to be
transported, whereof they take advantage to stand out.”
(14 May, 1619).

But all these instances of pressure are trifling in com-
parison with the following, which refer to the special
case above mentioned—the case specially investigated
by Mr. Heath at the request of Mr. Spedding and left
unmentioned by all but one of Bacon’s subsequent
biographers :—

“To THE LORD CHANCELLOR,

“ My HoNouraBLE Lorp,

“T having understood by Dr. Steward that your Lordship
hath made a decree against him in Chancery, whick he thinketh
very hard for him to perform ; although I know it is unusual to
your Lordship to muke any alterations when things are so far
past, yet 1 regard [ owe him a& good turn whick I know not kow to
perform but this way, 1 desire your Lordship, if there be any
place left for mitigation, your Lordship would shew him what
favour you may for my sake in his desires; which I shall be ever
ready to acknowledge as a great courtesy done unto myself; and
will ever rest L

“ Your Lordship’s faithful friend and servant,

“ (3. BUCKINGHAM,
v NEWMARKET, the 24 of Decemb. 1618.»

There is little enough of * reservation ” here in the
words, “if there be any place left for mitigation,”
_and “ what favour you may.” There is none at all in the
blunt and intimidatory letter in which, on the following
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day, Buckingham repeats and.emphasises his request
or command :—
‘ “To 188 LoRp CHAXCELLOR,

“ My HoNoURABLE Lorp, *~

%, .+ . I have written a letter unto your Lordship, which
will be delivered unto yod in behalf of Dr. Steward ; and besides have
thought fit to use all freedom with you in that as in other things.
And therefore have thought fit to tell you that, ks being a man of
very good reputation, and « stout man that will not yield to anything
wherein he conceiveth any hard course against him, I showld be sorry
he should make any complaint against you. And therefore {f you
cun advise of any course how you may be cased of that dburden and
freed from his complaint, without shew of any fear of him or anything
ke can say, I will be ready to join with you for the accomplishment

theregf. . . . . ..

“ Your Lerdship's faithful friend and servant,

“ (I, BUCKINGHAM,
“ From NEWMARKET, the 3 of December, 1618.”

On 11 December, disguising a shameful assent in a
hasty postseript added to a hastily-written letter, the
Chancellor’s answer comes back as follows :—

“I forget mot your doctor's matter. [ shall speak with him
to-day, having received your Lordship’s letter; and what is
possible shall be done. I pray pardon my scribbling in haste.”

What “the doctor’s matter” was, and what Bacon
found it “ possible ” to do, 1 have been prevented from
deseribing in the body of this work by a regurd for the
continuity of the narrative, which would have bheen
broken by a digression of this kind. But the matter is so
important, and has been so gencrally neglected, that I
shall make no apology for giving it a prominent place
here; especially as Mr. Spedding, after rctracting his
own favourable but erroneous conclusions concerning the
case, has printed Mr. Heath’s ample investigation in
an Appendix where it is little noticed, and has himself
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expressed no opinion .about it. The following is a
summary of the facts us set forth in Mr. Heath’s Report.'

A bill was filed, May 1617, by a youth not yet
twenty-one, against his two uncles, one, Dr. Steward by
name, being a friend of Buckingham. 7o the plaintiff
(when a child eight years old at the time of his father's
death) had been left a legacy of £800,* besides a share
in his father's property. The rents and profits were to
be taken by the executors till the sons should respec-
tively attain the age of twenty. The executors had
legacies of £200 apiece. The exccutors mixed the
money coming to them as executors and trustees with
their own, and, when the plaintiff attained the age of
twenty in March 1617, they disputed his claim to
interest on the legacy, stating that they did not know
whether they bad ‘“made any commodity out of the
estate or not.”

The Bill having been filed in May, the matter was
brought before the Court on 17 July. Bacon heard the
argument, on the defendant’s demurrer to jurisdiction,
in person, and overruled the demurrer by ordering the
defendants to “answer over to the point of the legacy
according to the charge in the Bill.” The defendants
did not “ answer over” for three or four months. On
28 October, after the plaintiff had complained that the
defondants, repeatedly refusing to attend, even when
they did attend, would not account—the defendantsg
instead of being punished, were allowed to have a
Master who was a “civilian” joined, at their request,
with Master Norton, and were given a week to proceed
with their accounts.

} Extracted from an article of mine in the Contemporary, vol. xxviii,
pp‘ 157'9-
? 'Worth between £3000 and £4000 of our money.



INTRODUCTION xxvil

On 3 November the defendants put in their answer,
and—with the full knowledge of the opinion twice
implied by orders in the cause—admitting that they
have refused to make any allowance for profits from the
estate and legacy, they add, by way of reason, * being
a thing by law not due to the plaintiff, nor yet in equity,
as these defendants verily believe any man will think
that shall be truly informed of this case.” Upon this
Master Norton and the civilian concur in a report against
them.

On 28 November the Solicitor-General, appearing for
the defendants, was heard by the Court against the
report, which, however, the Court confirmed and decreed
accordingly. It was still, says Mr. Heath, open to the
defendants to ask for a re-hearing before the decrec was
signed, or, fuiling in this, they might have moved for
leave to file a Bill of Review. Instead of doing this,
they disobeyed the decree and kept out of the way of
process. Not till six months after the time for paying
the plaintiff, did Dr. Steward, when he was at last
arrested, desire his objections to be considered.

One yeur after the decree had been pronounced, Dr.
Steward, alarmed at the increasing severity of the
orders made by the Court to enforce obedience, appealed
to Buckingham, who accordingly, Dccember 1618,
wrote to the Lord Chancellor the letters quoted above.

In consequence of these letters Bacon first saw Dr.
Steward privately, to concert measures, and then, having
called the parties together, he made the plaintiff assent
to all proceedings under this decree ceasing, on the
mere payment into court of the undisputed sum without
interest. ‘‘ I say made,” says Mr. Heath, “ because it is
certain he would have preferred keeping his decree and
enforcing it.” By way of preserving an appearance of
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impartiality and of seeming to leave the question of
interest still open, the order (22 February 1619) ends
with the award of a sham commission appointed by both
parties to further investigate the disputed points. It is
needless to add that not the wlightest trace has been
found of anything done by this sham commission.

“I do not suppose,” says Mr. Heath, ‘“that anything was
ever seriously moaut by it, except to ‘ease’ the Lord Chancellor
‘of hin burden’ The plaintiff must have known that to press
this commission would be only to throw away more money and
inour more vexation, besides making dangerous enemies."

“ But,” he concludes,

“ suppose it was meant in carnest. And them read it im con-
nection with Bacon’s solemuly expressed opinions and promises
(vi. pp. 187, 191) which he seems to me to have been hitherto
observing. The Masters in Chancery were ‘reverend men,’
trained to their business. Yet he will not leave them without
gnidance in references, but will, ‘as one that hath a feeling of his
duty and of the case (! ease) of others, endeavour to cast his orders
into such a mould as may soonest bring the subject to the end of
his journey.” Sec also what he says about making, upon the
matter, too many chancellors. Here, after reverend Masters, as
well as himself the supreme Judge, had considered the matter and
pronounced upon the law and equity of the cuse, he proposes to
refer it again to persons not likely to be so learned; without
casting the questions into any mould whatever—-not pointing
out, that is, any guiding principles whatever, or putting any
bounds to their inquiries—and, after all, when these persons
shall have certified what, in their judgment, ¢law and equity‘
required in this case, the ‘subject ' may be no nearer to the ‘end
of his journey,’ for the court is then ‘to make such further order
as shall be meet '—1i.2 , may hear all the arguments over again, as

before.” 1

! I understood from the late Mr. Cecil Monro that he arrived, quite
- independently, at conclusions still more unfavourable to Bucon than Mr.
.Heath's, Mr. Monro calléd attention to the fact that in the order of
22 February the money is paid not to the plaintiff, now of age, but into
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I cannot but think that this Chancery trial, remark-
able as it is in many ways—for the strong prima fucte
evidence that Buckingham was putting pressure upon
Bacon; for the importance attached to it by Mr. Sped-
ding ; for the pains which he took to attempt to explain
it ; for the candour with which he admitted that his ex-
planation had been erroncous ; and for the clear, cogent
argument in which Mr. Heath supplied Mr. Spedding's
omissions, and interpreted the whole procedure—ought
not to have been without some weight with the recent
biographers who have endeavoured to form an estimate
of Bacon's judicial carcer. If a biographer feels himself
justified in rejecting Mr. Heath's conclusions, I submit
that ke is not justified in concealing his grounds for this
rejection. If it be urged that in the biographies above
mentioned, being but slight sketches, space could not be
found for even a brief allusion to this important case, [
reply that in every onc of them (except Professor
Gardiner’s) room is made for the hackneyed account of
Sir Francis Bacon's wedding costume as recorded by
Carleton; and surcly, any one who can admit con-
temporary gossip of this kind into a scrious biography
of a Lord Chancellor of England, ought not for shame
to plead want of space as a reason for omitting all
mention of the one case in which the Chancellor is
apparently shown, after competent investigation, to
have been guilty of a deliberate perversion of justice.

court, by reason of some infirmity in the plaintiff which made it doubtful
whether the plaintiff “ were in case to discharge the defendants of the said
£900, if it were paid to him.” Could the plaintiff be weak inintellect ? or
could it be that he refused to give the necessary discharge with such passion
aud abeence of self-restraint as enabled his adversaries conveniently to
impute “infirmity ” to him? Had he recovered in the following June
whean the order was made to pay over the money to him #






EVENTS IN BACON'S LIFE AND TIMES!

A.D.
Born (youngest of eight children, six of whom were by a former
marriage). Son of Sir Nicholas Bacon (11)* ., 22 Jan, 1560—1

The Council of Trent breaks up. . .+« . 1563
Revolt of the Netherlands ; Execution of Counts Egmont and

Horn . . . . 156617
Elizabeth is excommumum-d e e+« .. 1570
The Turks are defeated off Lepanto . A . . 187
Maseacre of St. Bartholomew ... 1078
Bacon goes to Trinity College, Cambrulge ( 13) .« . 1573
Union of Utrecht between the seven northern provinces of the

Netherlands . . . 15875

He is admitted *“ de societato magmtrorum at Gmy ] Inn (14). 1576
The Earl of Eseex, now ten years old, goes to Trinity College,

Cambridge . . . . . . 1877
In France with Sir Amias Pnulet (14—-15) . . . 1677-8
His father dics, and he returns to England ; his elder brother

Anthony sets out on his travels (15) . . . . . 15879
Admitted “ Utter Barrister” (15) . . ., .« . 1082

Conepiracies against Elizabeth ; the Parliament sanctions the
Voluntary Assoeciation formcd in defence of the Queen ;
Severe laws passed against Priests and Jesuits (16) . . 1083—4
Represents Melcombe Regis in Elizabeth’s fifth Parliament (15)
23 Nov. 1584
William of Orange assassinated . . e
Writes Letter of Advice to Queen Elisabeth (16——93) . . 1584
About this time was written the Gireatest Birth of Time?® . . 1685
Becomes a Bencher of Gray'sInn(23) . . . . . 1586
Represents Taunton in Elizabeth’s sixth Parliament. 29 Oct. 1586

1 g ::;dben in brackets indicate the pages where the several incidents are
men

* This is our 1561. But in Bacon's time the *“civil ” year with March 25,
the historical year with January 1, The dates that follow will be given according
to the modern reckonin

% In 1625 (see p. 848 gﬂaeon says : ‘It being now forty years, as I remember,
since I composed a iu\'emh work on this subject, which, with great coufidence
and s magnificent title, 1 named ﬂaammm‘rthvﬂm »
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Execution of Mary Stuart ; Essex appmnted Master of the A.p.

Hom [ ] L] L] L] L ] [ ] 15”
Destruction of the Spamnh Armnda « s . . . 1588
Assassination of the Duke of Guise . . . . . 1588

Asks the Earl of Leicester to further a suit urged in his behalf

by Essex! (26) ; death of Leicester . . ., . . 1588
Represents Liverpool in Elizabeth’s seventh Parliament 12 Nov. 1588
Assassination of Henry I11, by Friar Clement (189). . . 1589
Advertisement touching the Controversies of the Church of

England (23—86) . . . . . 1589
Essex absents himself from Conrt toj Jom the ex pedmon to Portugal 1589
Elizabeth adopts Essex as her favourite . 1589
The Clerkslup of the Council in the Star Chamber is granted to

Bacon in reversion (26) . . . . . . . 1589
Essex marries, and is, for a time, out of favour . . . 1590

Essex commands the unsuccessful expedition in France ( .'S‘l) . 1591
Anthony Bacon, returning from abroad, finds his Dbrother

“bound und in decp arrearages” to Kegex (34) . . . 1592
A Conference of Pleasure containing *‘ the Prasise of Fortitude,”

“the Praise of Love,”  the Praise of Knowledye,” ¢ the Praise

of the Queen” (41, 49). . . . . 1593
Represents Middlesex in Elizabeth’s eighth Pnrlmment (35) 19 Feb. 1593
Certain Observations made upon a Libel published this present

year 15692 (published March, 1593) (49, 50) . . . 15693
Some Members of Parliament are imprisoned for presenting a
Petition touching the Succession, . . . 1503

Bacon opposes the Government in a apeec.h on a motxon for a
grant of three subsidies payable in four years ; he is con-
sequently forbidden to come into the Queen’s presence (35) 1393
A true Report of the detestable treason intended by Dr. Roderigo
Lopez, a physician attending upon the person of the Queen’s

Majesty . . . 1594
Sues unsuccessfully for tbe place of Attnrney, and then for that
of Solicitor-General (35—6) . e+ . 15935

Gesta Grayorum, a Device represented at Gmy s Inn (44). . 1594
Promus of Formularies and Elegancies (51) . . Christmas 1594 Y
Rebellion of Tyrone ; end of Religious Wars in France . . 1593
Essex makes a present of an estate to Bacon to console him for

his disappointment (39) ; Bacon's Domcc, written for Essex

-6 . . . « e« « o 1595
Macime of the Law . . . « « . Jan. 1508
Allisnce between Elizabeth and Henry IV e « « . 15398
Essex takes Cadiz, and destroys the Spanish navy . . . 1596

" 1 he Jetter containing this request to Leioester was not known to Mr.
till after the p\:blmnl‘inﬁ8 of hml:tquier volumes, Spedding
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A
Essds (first edition) with Colours of Good and Evil and Medi- o
tationes Sacrae (B2—4 and 437) . . .. 1097
Represents Southampton in Elizabeth's nmth Parlmment
£4 Oct. 1597
Brings in bills against Inclosures ; supports the Subeidy Bill . 1597
Beeks the band of Lady Hatton (widow of Sir William Hatton)

and asks the intercession of Essex in his behalf (86) . . 1597
Eessex leads a fleet to the Azores (* the island voyage”) . . 1697
Discovery of the thermometer . . , . 1007
Quarrel between Essex and the Quuen (57) . . . . 15698
Edict of Nantes . . . . . . . 1588
Death of Lord Burghley (57) . . 1598
Is arrested for debt while engaged in busmeu of the Leuned

Counsel (86) . . 1698

Anonymous pamphlet eontmmng A truc Report qf a m'ango
Conspiracy contrived between Edward Sqmre and Richard

Walpole . . e e . . Dec. 1598
Victory of Tyrone in Ireland . . . . . . 1099
Essex goes over to Ireland (58) . . . . 1599
Essex suddenly makes a truce with Tyrone returns against

orders to England ; is placed under restraint (59) . Sept. 1509 -
Declaration concerning the Earl of Essex made by the Councxl

in the Star Chamber (60) . . . .« Nov, 1599

Takes part in proceedings against Eseex at York House (62) June, 1800
Essex, released from restraint, but not restored to favour (62) July, 1600
Offers his services to Essex a fortnight after hia release (63) 20 July, 1600
Outbreak of Essex ; his amxgnment (in which Bacon takes

part) (73—80) . . . . . . Feb 1801
Execution of Essex (80) . . . . . . 25 Feb, 1601
Bacon quarrels with Coke (89—91) . . . . April, 1601

Speaks against repealing the “Statute of Txllage," against a
Bill declaring Monopolies illegal, and against the * Act

relating to Charitable Trusts,” (82) in Elizabeth’s tenth and

last Parliament, which met . . . . 27 Oct. 1601
Advocates repeal of superfluous laws ; recommend: to Cecil
toleration of Irish Roman Catholics (92) . . . . 1601

Declaration of the Practices aud Treasons attempted and com-
mitted by Robert, late Earl of Essez, and his Complices . 1601

Death of Bacon’s brother, Anthony (91—92) . . . May, 1601
Mortgages Twickenham Pazk ., . . . . ., . 1601
Death of Elizabeth (93) . .. . . %4 March, 1603
Bacon secks togethxmnelfmeommendnd to the King’s favour (83—8) 1603
Coropation of James I. . . . July, 1603

About this time is written Va.lamu Tcrmmm (§ 47), nndsoon
sfterwards the Advancement of Learning (§ 48, and §64—§68) 1603
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Is accidently omitted from the list of the * Learned Counsel” a»
who have their offices confirmed, but ‘is subsequently re-
appointed (still, however, by mere verbal order, and not by
patent) (97). . 1603

Cecil is created Lord (,eul and soon ufterwards Vmcount
Cranbourne, and Earl of Salisbury . . . . 1603

Is in pecuniary difficulties, receives help from Cecil (98) . 1603

Is knighted (100) 1603

A brief discourse touching tlw happy Umon of tha ngdonu qf
England and Scotland (104) ‘ . . . .+ . 1603

Desires “ to meddle as little as he can in the King's causes,” and
to *‘ put his ambition wholly upon his pen” (98) ; is engaged
on & work concerning the Invention of Sciences, which he
has digested in two parts, one being entitled Interpretatio
Naturae; at this time he probably writes the De Inter-
pretatione Naturae Prooeniium (278, 101) . . 1603

Certain Considerations touching the better Pacification and Ed;ﬁ-
cation of the Church of England (106~—110) . 1603

Conference at Hampton Court (103) ; Translation of the Blble
into the Authorised Version ; Proclamation of the Act of
Uniformity. . e . . . 1604

Sir Francis Bacon, his Apology in csrtam :mputationa concemmg
the late Earl of Essex (85—8), first printed copy is dated . 1604

Bacon repeatedly chosen to be spokesman for Committees of the
House of Commons in Conference with the Lords in James's
firat Parliament, which met (111) . . . 19 March, 1604

Draft by Bacon of An Act for the better grounding of a further
Union to ensue between the Kingdoms of KEngland and
Scotland . . 1604

Receives a gmnt, by Pntent, of the oﬁce of “ Learned Counsel »
and a pension ¢ in consideration of the services of his brother
Anthony” (112) . .. . 1604

Certain Articles or Considerations touckmg thc Umon Qf tIu
Kingdoms of England and Scotland . . . 1604

Draft of 4 Proclamation touching his Majesty’s stile (not noed) " 1604

The most huinble Certificate or Return of the Commissioners Qf
Fingland and Scotland, authorised to treat of an union for the
weal of both realms. 8 Jac. 1 (prepared but altered) 1604

Publication of the Advancement of Learning (113) . . 1605

Recommends the Lord Chancellor to take steps for Imnng s
history of Great Britain compiled -. .. . . . 1605

The Gunpowder Plot (113, 189). . 1605

Is selected, with others, to argue for the Ccmmonl ma.eonferenoe

‘  comcerming Purveyors . . « e 1608

Marriage of Bacon to Alice Barnham (114) . . 10 Et.y, 1608
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The differences in Question betwizt the King’s Bench and the A0

Council in the Marches (135—44) . . . 1606
Requests Dr. Playfere to translate the Advmwcnwnf qf Learning

into Latin (365) . . . e+« . .+ 16086
Rise of the favourite, Robert Carr (164) o e .« 1608
Speaks in favour of general Naturalization of the Scotch (114) Feb. 1607
Is made Solicitor-General (118) . . . . . . June, 1607
Colonisation of Virginia . . e . . 1607
Bacon shows Sir Thomas Bodley the Cag:kzta ct V'ua de Inter-

pretatione Naturae . . « o« . 1807
Proclamation touching the Marches (probably not published) ;

also Proclamation for Jurors . . . . . . 1607
Conversion of Toby Matthew (one of Bacon’s most intimate

friends) to the Romish Church; Matthew is unpmoned

and subsequently banished (1 17——8) . 1608
On the true Greatness of Britain (& fragment, most of whmh is
embodied in Essay xxix) . . 1608
Calor et Frigus: Historia Soni etAudmu (154) Cecil (Sa.ln-
bury) is made Lord Treasnrer (124) . . . April, 1608
Cecil lays on new Impositions (124) . . . . ., June, 1608
_ Succeeds to the Clerkship of the Star Chamber (153). . . 1608
Pnobubly begins the Novum Organum in some shape about this
time (377) . . . . . . 1608
In felicem Memoriam Eltzabethae (427—-8) . . . . 1608
Certain considerations touching the Plantation in Ireland presented
to his Majesty (159) . . . 1 Jan. 1609

Sends to Toby Matthew a part of Imtauraho Magna (the part is
supposed to be the Redargutio Philosophiarum) (160). . 1609
Sends to Birhop Andrews a copy of Cogitata et Visa, with the

last additions and amendments (161) . . . . . 1609
Sends to Toby Matthew his De Sapientia Veterum (162) . . 1609
Twelve years' truce between Spain and Holland °, . . 1609
Bacon is chosen by the Commons as their spokesman for pre-

senting a Petition of Grievances . . . 1609

Galileo elaborates the telescope till he discovers J up:ter’a utellxtea
May, 1609—Jan. 1610

Cecil's Great Contract (124—30) . e Feb.—Nov., 1610
Assassination of Henry IV. by Ravaillac (189) . . . . 1610
Newfoundland is colonized . e« + « . 1610
Kepler’s Laws known in Englmd (373) . . .« lelo

Advises the House not to raise the question of the ng'l right

to “impose ” ; speaks in favour of the King's right (126) . 1610
Death of Bacon's mother (163 . . . . . 1610
Writes a letter to the King, with fngment enhtled Tha Beginning

of the History of Great Britain (168) . . . . 1610
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Parliament dissolved (164). . . . . 29Feb, 1811
Obtains from the King a promise of the reversion of the
Attorney’s place (166) . . . . 1611

8ir Robert Carr is created Viscount Rochester (164) . . 1611
Publication of the Authorised Version of the Bible . . . 1611

Advice to the King touching Sutton's estate (171—2) . 1618
Is appointed one of the. Judges of the Court of the Verge, and

opens the Court (168—70) . . . . 1613
Death of Salisbury (Cecil) (172) . . . 1612
Suggests to the King that he may be removed to busmees of

State” (178) . . . 1612
Employed as Sub-commissioper to a‘mst the Commmsxoners of

the Treasury (182) . . . . . . . 1612
Speaks on Lord Sanquhar’s case (181) . . 1612
The first English settlement in India is founded at Sumt . 1612
Delivers a Charge against the Countess of Skrewalmry for

contumacy in Arabella Stuart’s case . 1612

Emplnyed as Sub-commissioner for collecting the Ald on the
marriage of the Princess Elizabeth, and for repair of the
King’s estate (182) . 1612

Second edition of the KEssays (ongmnlly dedlcated to Pnnce
Henry, but the dedication was cancelled in consequence of
the Prince’s death), entered at Stationers’ Hall (437—8) 12 Oct. 1612

Detith of the Prince of Wales (Henry) (437) . . 6 Nov. 1612
Writes Descriptio Globi Intellectualis, and Thema Coeli (175) . 1612
Applies to Rochester for the Mastership of the Wards (185) . 1612
Divorce between the Earl and Countess of Essex (188) . s 1613
Charge against Whitelocke (185) . . . . . . 1613
Is made Attorney-General (186) . . . . . . 1613
Coke is made a Privy Councillor . . 1613
The Favourite (Rochester) is made Earl of Somerset (187) . 1613
The Princess Elizabeth marries the Elector Palatine . . 1613
Reasons for calling a Parliament ; Advice touching the calling Qf
Parliament (190—7) . . . . . 1618
The New Atlantis was written before 1614 (see § 58) . 1613
Offers o Masque to grace Rochester's marriage with the divorced
Countess of Essex (188) . . . . . . Dec. 1613
Charge touching duels (188). . . . . . . . 1613
Charge against Talbot (189) . .« .« o Jan. 1614
Drgft of a Speech for the King (908——7) . . 1614

Is returned for Cambridge University * in James's aecond Pu'-
lisment, which met (208) . . . . . B April, 1614

Is assigned by the Commons a part in the intended conference
concerning Imposnitions (811) . . . . . 1614

""" 3 He had also been returned for St.' Alban's and Ipswich.

%
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AD,

Napier invents Logarithms . e« + . 1814

The “ Addled Parliament ” is dmolved (215) « o« TJune, 1614

Prosecution and examination (with torture) of Peacham (220) Jan., 1615
Prosecution of Oliver St. Johu for a seditious libel concerning

the Benevolence (218) . . . . 1618
The last Assembly of the Ststes-(}eneml in Frnnee . 1618
Advice to the King concerning calling a new Parliament (825—8) 1615
Discovery of the murder of Sir Thomas Overbury (229) . . 1613

Commencement of Bacon's acquaintance with George Villiers . 1613
Advises the King concerning the case agninst Somerset (229) . 1615
Argues the case of Rege inconsulto (233) . . . o+ Jan, 1616
Receives the assurance of the Chancellorship when vacant (238) 1616
Charges against the Earl and Countess of Sumerset (242) . May, 1616

Is appointed Privy Councillor (242) . . . .  9June, 1616
Coke is suspended from his office of Chief Justice of the King’s
Bench (246) ; . . . 30 Junc, 1616

The King’s decree touching the yrantmg of Praemunires against

any for suing in Chancery after a judgment at Common Law
July, 1616

A letter of advice written by Sir Francis Bacon to the Duke of
Buckingham when he beoame favourite to King James (first

version) (248—61) ., . . 1616
Proposition touching the Recompulmy and Amaﬂdment of tlu N

Laws of Ergland (251—8). . . . . . . l6l8=17
Is made Lord Keeper (355). . . 1617
Incurs the King’s displeasure by concurrmg vnth the Councxl

in suspending a Royal Proclamation (257). . .. 1617
Episcopacy introduced into Scotland . . 1817
Offends Buckingham by opposing the murrisge of hm brot.her

with Coke’s daughter (261) « . e . . 1617
1s reconciled to Buckingham (266) . . Bept. 1617
Buckingham begins to send letters to Bacon in favour of num)u

who have cases pending in Chancery (267). . . . 1617
Buckingham is made a Marquis ; «nd, a week aftcrwards, Bacon

jsmade Lord Chancellor (369) . ., . . . Jan. 1618
Commencement of the Thirty Years War. . , . . 1618
Is created Baron Verulam of Verulam ., . . ., . 1618
Delivers the censure of the Court on Raleigh (269) . . . 1618

Official declaration concerning Sir Walter Raleigh, which is sup-
_ posed to have been, in part, composed by Bacon (269) . 1618
Re-hears the case of Dr. Steward, fn compliance with Buck-
ingham’s demand (268—9). . ., . ., . ., 1618—19
Bacon's “ great sickness® . - «  «April, 1619
The Bohemians offer the crown to tbe Eleetor Pahtine . . 1619
Arminius is condemned by the Synodof Dort . ., . . 1619
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. A.D.
The Earl of Suffolk, Lord Treasurer, found guilty of corruption,

and sentenced to fipe and imprisonment (272) . . Nov. 1619
Suggests the use of torture in the case of Peacock (273) . Feb. 1620
Preparations in Germany to attack the Palatinate . . . 1620
Volunteers levied by Frederick’s agents in England . . . 1620
Movement of the Spanigh forces against the Palatinate . Sept., 1620
The King resolves to defend it and to call a Parliament . . 1620
Publication of the Novum Organum and the Parasceue (282) Oct., 1620
Sentences Sir Henry Yelverton (278). . . . . . 1620

Is created Viscount St. Alban (285) . . .« + . dJan, 1621

Meeting of James's third Parliament (290) . . . 30 Jan. 1621

Is charged by a disappointed suitor with taking money for the
despatch of his suit (294) . . . . 1621

The charge investigated ; his illness ; makes lns mll (295—7). 1621
The confession and humble submission of me the Lord Chancellor

(302) . . . . . . 30 April, 1621
Is unprnsonecl in the Tower, but ul most immediately released June, 1621
Retires to Gorhambury ; sends the King his History of Henry

VII (307) . . . . .+ Oct. 1621
Alienates Buckmg‘nnm by refusmg to sell York House (306) Oct. 1621
His pardon is stayed at theseal. . . . . . Oct 1621
His pardon is sealed by the King, probably in . . . Nov. 1621
Consents to part with York House to Cranfield, a creature of

Buckingham's, and thereupon obtains Buckingham's help in

his suit for leave to come within the Verge. . . . 1622
Parliament is dissolyed . . . o e 6 Jan. 1622
Publishes Henry VII, ; speaks of the De Augmentu as a work

in the handa of the translators, likely to be published by

the end of the summer ; writes Historia Naturalis, &c., con-

taining Historia Ventorum, with titles of five similur

Hiatories, proposed to be published month by month ;

writes the Advertisement touching a Holy War . . . 1623
Repeats his offer to make a Digest of the Laws of England, March, 1633
Writes Historia Vitas et Mortis ; sues in vain for the Provostship

of Eton ; publishes the De Augmentis; writes a few lines

of the Historyof Hemry VIII. . . ., . . . 1623
Prince Charles visitsSpain to negotiate a marriage with the Infanta, 1623
War is proclaimed agninst Spain and Austria , . . . 1624
The Apophthegms anud Translation of certain Psalms (438—35) 1624
Extinction of hopes of being able to live out of want; his anxiety

now is to die out of ignominy . . « .+ .+ l624—6

Death of James 1. . . . . . 27 March, 1635
Third edition of the Essays (438) . e o < . 1698
Dies (309). . . . « « « < 9 Apri, 1628
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The following letter exhibits the view Bacon took of his
collective writings in 1625, the year before his deatb.

¢ Mosr REVEREND FaoTHER FULGENTIO,

« « « . I wish to make known to your Reverence my intentions with
regard to the writings which I meditate, and have in hand ; not hoping to
perfect them, hut desiring to try ; and because I work for posterity ; these
things requiring ages for their accomplishment. I have thonght it best, then,
to have all of them translated into Latin and divided into volumes. The
first volume consists of the books concerning the Advancement of Learning ;
and this, as you know, is already finished and published, and includes the
Partitions of the Sciences ; which is the first part of my Instauration. The
Novum Organum should have followed ; but I interposed my moral and
political writings as being nearer ready. These ave : first, tho History of
the reign of Henry the Seventh, King of England, after which will follow
the little book which in your language you have called Saggi Morali. But
I gave ita weightier name, entitling it Faithful Discourses, or the Inwards of
Things. But these discourses will be both increased in number and much
enlarged in the treatment. The same volume will contain also my little
book on the Wisdom of the Ancients, And this volume is (as I said)
interposed, not being a part of the Instauration. After this will follow the
Novum Organum, to which there is still a second part to be added : but I
have already compared and planned it out in my mind. And in this
manner the second part of the Instauration will be completed. As for the
third part, namely, the Natural History, that is plainly a work for a King
or a Pope, or some college or order, and it cannot be done as it should be
by a private man's industry. And those portions which I have published,
concerning Winds and concerning Life and Death, are not history pure,
because of the axioms and greater observations that are interposed : but
they are a kind of writing mixed of natural history, and a rude and
imperfect form of that intellectual machinery which properly belongs
to the fourth part of the Instauration. Next therefore will come
the fourth part itself ; wherein will be shewn many examples of the
machine, more exact and more applied to the rules of Induction, In the
fifth place will follow the book which I have entitled the Precursors of
the Second Philosophy, which will contain my discoveries concerning new
axioms, suggested by the experiments themselves, that they may be raised,
as it were, and set up like fallen pillars : and this I have set down as the
fith part of my Instauration. Last comes the Second Philosophy itself,
the aixth part of the Instauration, of which I have given up all hope ; but
it may be that the ages and posterity will make it flourish. Nevertheless,
in the Precursors—lL speak only of those which almost touch on the
universalities of nature—no slight foundations will be laid for the Second

Philosophy.”*
1 8pedding, vii. pp. 581-2.






PART 1

THE LIFE OF FRANCIS BACON

§ 1 THE CoURT OF ELIZABETH!

SOMEWHERE in the correspondence of Anthony Bacon, Francis
Bacon’s brother, there occurs the following description of the
Four Arts, without which no one could hope to succeed at Court
in the later days of Queen Elizabeth :

N “Cog, lie, flatter and face,
Four ways in Court to win men grace.
If thou be thrall to none of these,
Away, good Picrs ! Home, John Cheese ! ” *

Criticism in verse is generally too epigrammatic to be accurate,
but certainly the doggerel just quoted will not seem very over-
strained to any one who turns over Birch’s Memoirs of the Reign
of Queen Elizabeth or the MS. of Anthony Bacon’s correspondence.
In the nation at large there was no lack of .moral health ; but
the Court breathed an atmosphere of falsehood and intrigue.
Intellect had free play, literature throve, the English language
was in such perfection that it seemed impossible for the men
and women of those days to write weakly or nervelessly; but
truthfulness seemed extinct about the Queen. The old religion
was dead, and the new religion had taken no hold of the royal
circle. Greece and Rome were recognised as the model states,
and Machiavelli as the great authority on politics.

The Oo.mlg?;: ;lf)- tl.l-nilzchnptet is extracted from my Bacon and Essex.

1
s':l?hauuu'ummthvebm uoted by the writer, whoever he from
Roger Ascham. {ScAolemaster, Arb?r‘l edit{?n. P. 54.) it e

B
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As for applying the principles of Christianity to politics, we,
in these days, cannot be surprised that the Elizabethan politicians
did not dream of doing it ; but they went far beyond us in their
consistent disregard for truthfulness. Essex himself, though
naturally one of the bluntest of men, confesses that, in order
to serve the Queen, he is forced, “like the waterman, to look
one way and row another.” Walsingham is recorded to bhave
outdone tho Jesuits in their own arts, and overreached them
in equivocation and mental reservation. The history, now
gencrally accepted, of the famous Casket letters, convicts the
lending statesmen of England of an attempt to bring Mary
Stuart to the block by forgeries. Sir Robert Cecil urges his
intimate friend Carew to entrap the young Earl of Desmond
into a conspiracy for the purpose of getting rid of him. To
be a politician meant in those days to be an adept in suspect-
ing and lying. “Envious and malignant dispositions,” says
Bacon, “are the very errors of human nature, and yet they
arc the fittest natures to make great politiques of.” To the
same cffect is Hamlet's pithy description of the politician—
“ One that would circumvent God.”

Foreign policy was the principal, but by no means the only,
sphero for the ovil arts of the “politique " Untruthfulness, on
a pettier scale, was the basis of Court life. The rival politicians
of the Essex faction and the Cecil faction entirely distrusted
one another. Anthony Bacon accuses Sir Robert Cecil of in-
tercepting his letters. Bacon advises Essex to take care to
flatter the Queen in face as well as in word, and to imitate
the craft of the former favourite Leicester, in taking up measures
(which he never intended to carry out) for thr mere purpose of
appearing to bend to the royal will, by dropping them : |
compliance with the Queen’s cornmand. )

These Court shifts and tricks were reduced to a system, some
of the secrets of which are to be found in Bacon's Essays. There
was the art of procuring oneself to be surprised; there was the
art of writing a letter in which the main point should be casually
added or introduced ; there was the art of being found reading
a letter of which one desired to make known the contents, but
* pot in a direct way; there was the art of laying a bait for a
question ; there was a whole budget of similar arts—all taken
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from life, all (as Bacon says in the dedication prefixed to the
Essays) “ of a nature whereof a man shall find much in ex-
perience, little in books.” It is true that Bacon calls these arts
“ cunning,” as distinct from ‘ wisdom ;” and he does not like
them. But there was no choice for a man who elected to live
at Court. What the art of oratory was in democratic Athens,
that the art of lying and flattering was for a courticr in the
latter part of the Elizabethan monarchy. No courtier was safe
of his position without it. Truth, Bacon declares, is noble, and
falschood is base; yet “ mixture of falsehood is like alloyin coin
of gold and silver, which may make the metal work the better.” ?
Theory on such subjects is generally purer than practice, and
Bacon's theory is summed up in these words: “ The best com-
position and temperament is to have openness in fame and
opinions, seerecy in habit, dissimulation in seasonable use,and a
power to feign, if therc be no remedy.” 2 If a courtier objected
to * feigning "—* Home, John Cheese | ”

For the corruption of the Court it is usual to lay the blame
upon the Queen’s parsimony, which drove her servants to
rcimburse themselves out of brihes for the losses which they
could not make good out of their salaries. But it was perhaps
not so much the Quecen's parsimony as the increasing expense
of state services, which had once been performed by voluntary
efforts, but were now becoming too burdensome for the old
system. Be that as it may, the effcet (whether of the Queen’s
parsimony, or of the collapse of the old system of voluntary
service) was bad in every way, both for the country and the
Court. The evil fell most heavily on the military officers and
ambassadors, who were forced to supplement the public supplies
out of their own purses. Burghley and Cecil, who for the most
part stop at home, feel little of it; but the ambassadors, Sir
Henry Unton, Sir Thomas Bodley, Sir Robert Sydney, all write
in the same strain, constantly complaining of their expenses,
and imploring to be recalled. Essex hereafter will appear—in
spite of the many estates and valuable offices which he enjoyed
—overwhelmed with debt towards the end of his career.

But if the pecuniary evil fell most heavily upon those who
went abroad, the moral evil fell on those who stayed at home.

1 Exsays, i. 60. : 2 Essays, vi. 110.
B2
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“My Lord,” writes the Recorder of London to Burghley, * there
is & saying, When the Court is furthest from London, then there
is the best justice done in England. . . . It is grown for a trade
now in the Court to make means for reprieves. Twenty pounds
for a reprieve is nothing, though it be but for ten days.” In
1598, Sir Anthony Ashley thus writes to Sir Robert Ceeil: “ I
am advertised that Wm. Whorewood ia very deeply to be
touched in the treasonable matter of one Tydie, late a scrivener
here in Holborn, not long since executed at Tyburn for having
counterfeited her Majesty’s great seal. . . . If you, either by
yourself or in some other name, will deal in this suit, it will
easily pay your extraordinary expenses in the French embassy ;
for his yearly revenue in land and leases is 2,000 marks, besides
much money. . . . If you neglect it, the party will promote it
to the great ome” Tho “ great one” is probably Cecil’s rival,
Essex. There is no reason to suppose that Essox would have
been much more scrupulous than Cecil in “dealing” in such
a suit. Egerton was one of the most upright men of the time;
yet we find KEssex writing to Egerton, first on behalf of one
party to a suit, and then (finding that he had been unwittingly
supporting an enemy of Anthony Bacon) in behalf of the
opposite party. To the same Egerton we shall find Francis
Bacon offering something closely approximating to a bribe, and
showing how the transaction can be arranged without any one’s
noticing it.! Lady Edmondes,a lady about the Queen’s person,
declines 100/. as too little to save the ears and liberty of a
certain Mr. Booth, who has been condemned, or is likely to be
condemned, to the pillory and imprisonment. Concerning this
Booth, Mr. Standen (a correspondent of Anthony Bacon’s) writes
that he Aeard Lord Keeper Puckering say to Lady Edmondes,
“ Do your endeavour, and you shall not find me wanting;"”

Standen unquestionably lays the blame in the right place when
he adds, “ This ruffianry of causes groweth by the Queen’s strait-
ness to give to these women, whereby they presume thus to
grange and huck causes” Anthony Baocon, taking up poor
Booth's case, offers 100Z, but will not come up to the lady'’s
price, which is 200/, Even for this sum she will only save his
ears, but not his fine—which has been already assigned to some

1 See p. 86,
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servant in the royal stables. We must not be too hard on this
Lady Edmondes. She was but one of a class, “these general
contrivers of suits,” whom Bacon justly stigmatises as “a kind
of poison and infection to public proceedings.” !

Apart from the corruption and ‘mendacity for which the
Queen appears, in part at least, to be personally responsible, the
system of government was radically bad, demoralising both the
governor and the governed. The sort of reverence that we pay
to “the British Constitution” is now, in our minds, quite
distinct from the feeling of loyalty to the person of the sovereign.
But to the courtiers of Queen Elizabeth the Queen was not
Queen merely, but Constitution too. No minister could dare to
assume responsibility for the royal actions; and yet the Queen
could do no wrong, and was responsible to no one.

The incroasing years and infirmities of the sovereign increased
the friction of the imperfect systemm and the debasement of
those who were subjected to it. Gloriana in her brighter years
standing up against Duessa as the champion of the truth
against superstition, Britomartis in armes at the head of an
armed people defying the enemies of pure religion—this was a
fitting and worthy object for the homage of a court; but
Gloriana senile, yet destitute of the graces of old age, Gloriana
flirting and lying, Britomartis abusing her chief minister as “a
peevish old fool,” or amusing herself with making Francis
Bacon *frame,” or boxing Esscx on the ears, or swearing at
her godson Harrington, or in her final stage of melancholy with
a rusty sword before her on the table hacking at the arras—who
could worship such an idol as this without hecoming a hypocrite
or a veritable slave? To the outside world the Quecn’s im-
perfections were less visible and they could still undebased
revere in her the fearless champion of their religion and their
national independence ; but for the inner circle of the Court the
old reverence had become unnatural, hypocritical, and incom-
patible with the spirit of freedom and honour.

If the Queen's aims had been invariably directed towards
objects useful for the country, the mischief might bave been
much diminished. But it was not so. She thought of England,
it is true; but she thought of the interests of England as being

1 Essays, xlix, 82,
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included in the interests of the Crown. She did not desire to
sce her courtiers too friendly together. “Divide and com-
mand ” was her motto. Elizabeth, no doubt, was in Bacon's
mind when he wrote that “ many have an opinion not wise, that
for a prince to govern his estate according to the respect of
factions is a principal part of policy.”! To the same effect
writes Clarendon, though more approvingly, “That trick of
countenancing and protecting factions . . . . was not the least
ground of much of her quiet and success. Insomuch that
during her whole reign she never endeavoured to reconcile any
personal differences at Court.” Well may Clarendon say that this
i8 a policy seldom cntertained by princes that have issue to
survive them | Elizabeth had no issue, and the maintenance of
her own power scems to have been her first care. Grant that
her policy of keeping the succession uncertain turned out
ultimately well for the nation; yet thore is nothing to dis-
prove, and everything to prove, that she pursued that policy
and all her other policy, not because it was best for the nation,
but because it was best for herself.

In any case her policy of dividing her servants against one
another wag injurious, not only to her immediate ministers, but
to the nation at large. “There were in Court,” says Wotton,
“two namos of power and almost of faction, the Esscxian and
the Cecilian, with their adherents.”” But he might have added
that the bickerings of these rival factions at Court penectrated
to the most distant parts of England, and weakened the action
of the nation even in Ireland and France. If, for example,
Sir Francis Allen seeks a post at Court and is supported by
Essex, the Cecils are sure to have another candidate in the ficld
Sir Thomas Bodley loses the post of Secretary of State simply
becauses Essex takes up his cause out of spite against Cegjl,
and because Cecil consequently feels himself bound in hmﬁr
to oppose him. Standen, applying to Burghley for a reward
for the valuable correspondence with which he has supplied the
Queen, is frankly told by the Lord Treasurer that, since he has
chosen to send his information through Essex, and not through
him, he must look to Essex for support. Anthony Bacon
supports a certain Mr, Trott in his suit for the clerkship to the

3 Essayn, xli, 1,
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Council of York, and procures for him the support of Easex.
Immediately the opposite party at York send word to Burghley
that Essex had put forward a candidate, and pray Burglley's
support for & rival.

So keen is the rivalry between the two parties, and so
absolute the necessity of always being in the Queen's eye, that
the heads of tho contending factions are ready to shirk the
service of their country rather than to absent themsclves from
Cuurt. Cecil refuses to go on an important ombassage to France,
unless Fssex will promise to take no advantage of his absence,
and will conclude an durnoria. Essex in the same way shrinks
for a long time from taking the command of the Irish Expedition,
although the unanimous opinion of the country designated him
as the fittest leader in a dangerous crisis. Even when he has
at last consented to go, he will not stir till he has it under the
broad seal that he may return at pleasure. He is even guilty
of the crime of designating for that responsible post Carew, a
most intimate friend of Cecil’s, simply with the view of bringing
discredit on the Cecilian faction by Carew’s probable defeat and
failure.

For the same reason the cautious Francis Bacon most carnest-
ly begs Esscx to avoid foreign expeditions, and to stop at home
in the precincts of the Court, That the Earl of Essox was, in
the gencral estimation at that time, the fittest man to serve
England abroad, does not seem to have been thought an argu-
ment worthy of serious consideration. Bacon warns Essex not
to be like Martha, ““ cumbered about much serving,” but rather
to imitate the pious Mary: “One thing is needful,” and that
one thing is—the Queen: “ win the Queen.”

Cecil is equally emphati: on this point: “I desire you to
know this, that men are never more in a state to desire to be
freed from any tongue that conceivesunkindness than when they
are in foreign employments” This he writes to his friend
Carew when the latter is serving the state in Ireland, and he
proceeds to advise bim to throw up his duty as soon as possible,
and to return on the pretext of sickness: “ Things done for
absent men come not 80 easily . . . for my part I would
wish that after the end of the harvest you wrote that you are
sick, and desire but to return two or three months.”



8 THE COURT OF ELIZABETH [s1

All this party bickering was encouraged by the Queen for her
own ends. It was pleasant to her to play off one party against
another, and to know that at any moment her finger could shift
the scales. She was not content with being supreme—* one
mistress at Court and no master "—as she told Leicester; she
desired to have her courtiers absolutely dependent upon her
beck and nod, and rather encouraged them to look upon one
another as enemies. *Look to thyself, good Essex,” she says,
while giving him a gift of money; and in the act of assuring
him that her hand shall not be backward to do him good, she
begs him to give no occasion to his enemies.

If the Queen herself used such language, it is no wonder that
the courtiers adopted it. Lady Ann Bacon most solemnly
warns her son Anthony against the machinations of his cousin
Cecil when the latter rises to power. Essex is continually in-
fluenced, especially towards the end of his career, by the belief
that he is surrounded by “enemies,” who are ready to assail, not
only his honour, but his life. Francis Bacon shares and en-
courages the same belief, warning the Earl to beware of “such
instrumeonts as are never failing about princes, which spy into
their humours and conceits, and second them; and not only
second them, but in seconding increase them; yea and many
times, without their knowledge pursue them farther than them-
selves would.” We shall hereafter see how powerfully this
suspicion of the ‘“instruments” about the Queen impelled
Essex towards his mad and fatal treason.

Torn by these contending factions—while the supreme arbiter
held aloof, and, when she interfered, interfered out of mere
caprice—the Court often presented the appearance of a trans-
formation scene in & pantomime. No one knew what scene was
to come mnext. Nothing in Ovid's Metamorphoses-—wriw‘
Anthony Bacon to Essex during a moment of Essexian
triumph—was 20 sudden as the change brought about by the
Farl at the Court. At one time it is Essex who has the upper
hand, and has (to quote Anthony Bacon’s bitter expression)
made “the old fox [Burghley] to crouch and whine,” so that
even Carew goes humbly to court the favour of the powerful
. Earl, At another time it is Cecil who is the great man, with all
the business passing through his hands, the object of general
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bomage or fear, picturesquely enough described with a bundle
of papers under his arm, walking straight through the ante-
room of the Court, and seeing no one as he goes; while discom-
fited Essex is sulking at Wanstead.

No wonder that under such conditions, the Court seemed to
the poets of the day the very type of mutability and inconstancy-
There was no law or order in it, no just recognition of merit,
no certain condemnation of oppression, chicanery, or factious
strife. The sole regulation of tho seasons of the Court-world
lay in the fancios and caprices of a despot who would be
flattered like a woman and obeyed like agod. Yet even sweeter
than flattery to her was servile obedience.

Leicester estimated her character aright when he continually
appeared to oppose her, that he might gratify her by the appear-
ance of continually receding from opposition into subservience.
Her courtiers countenanced her in her belief that her will
should be their law. “ Yield,” writes Kgerton to Essex, when
the latter had retired from Court after having been thrust out
of the room by the Queen’s orders, “let policy, duty, and
religion enforce you to yicld ; submit to your sovereign, between
whom and you there can be no proporiion of duty.” KEssex could
at times shake himself frec fromn such a debasing adulation. To
Egerton’s letter, just quoted, he replies, * In such a case I must
appeal from all earthly judges . . . I kecep my heart from
baseness, although I cannot keep my fortune from declining.”
But, with few exceptions, the courtiers made no such appeal
from earth. The Queen’s will determined for them what was
honourable or dishonourable, what was right or wrong. To be
excluded from her presence is described by them as being
equivalent to a living death. Francis Bacon records, a8 a note-
worthy event, a salutation from the Queen on her way to chapel ;
to a disgraced courtier the little act of graciousnees was a fore-
taste of restoration to favour, and the royal favour was essential
for a courtier's life.

When Essex was freed from imprisonment, and allowed to go
where he pleased, it was with this significant qualification, that
he must consider himself still under the royal “indignation.”
Modern readers may find it difficult to understand the force of
this qualification, But Cecil understood it, when he wrote to
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Carew, that ' this distinction of the Earl's being still under the
royal displeasure prevented any from resorting to him, except
those that were of his own blood.” In other and more sub-
stantial ways the Queen’s favour was essential to a courtier.
istates, wards —for to make money out of the guardianship of a
rich ward whom you had “ begged ” from the Sovereign, was in
those days a recognised and respectable method of increasing
your fortune—offices, monopolies, flowed from the Queen; and
to many of the nobles, almost beggared by the expenses of
public services, thesc were neccessary parts of income. Essex
we shall find hereafter depending upon one of these monopolies
as his principal revenue; the fear of beggary consequent on
his being deprived of it by the Queen, will be recognised as
one of the motives that will drive him into treason.

Such a Clourt as this may well be described by Wotton as
buing a fatal “circle”” Onece drawn into the meshes of it, the
highest ambition and the most unselfish purity might become
entangled and defiled. The rivalry of faction, and the passion
for success, the traditions of courtier-like suppleness, the ever-
present power of flattery and finesse, the prospects of fortune if
one could but struggle onwards to the centre of the cobweb, and
the certainty of poverty and disgrace if one attempted to go
back, all together cncompassing and clogging resistance, suc-
ceeded in breaking or bending the purest and proudest spirit.
Montesquieu has succinctly suggested these dangers for us in
the saying, “ que la vertu n’est point le principe du Gouverne-
ment monarchique.,”  Or if the abrupt force of this dictum is
too startling for us, we may accept the same truth more eu-
phemistically expressed in the courtlier period of Clarendon :
* There is a certain comparity, conformity and complacency in
the manners, and a discreet subtilty in the composition, withou
which . no man in any age or Court shall be eminent in
the aulical function.”

Such was the stage upon which Bacon received his first
training and preparation for the part of a Statesman.



1561—84) BACON'S YOUTH 11

§ 2 BacoN’s YouTH

As you walk westward from the City on the Thames Embank-
ment, just before you come to Charing Cross, you may see on
your right, about a hundred yards or so from the river's edge,
a low, massive, three-arched stone structure with two weather-
beaten lions at the top and some apparently purposeless steps
at the bottom. This was once a water-gate, designed by Inigo
Jones for the Duke of Buckingham, as the entrance to an in-
tended palace, after the latter had at last succeeded in gaining
possession of the adjacent house and gardens, dislodging from
them their former owner, Viscount St. Alban, more commonly
known as Francis Bacon, Lord Chancellor. Of the palace that
Buckingham proposed to build, no more than this was completed ;
but all the streets around have turned traitors, and sided with
the usurper—* Buckingham Street,” “Duke Street,” * Villiers
Street ;” not a “Bacon Street” among them! So this old
crumbling gate (if we except the name of “ York Buildings,”
given to a neighbouring block of houses) isall that now remains
to mark the site of the old York House, formerly the residence
of Sir Nicholas Bacon, Lord-Kceper of the Great Seal, where
Francis, his youngest son, was born on 22 Junuary, 1561. Sixty
years afterwards, the disgraced and poverty-stricken Lord
Chancellor passionately declared that to sell his father's houso
to Buckingham would be “a second sentence ;” and from that
we may judge how he loved the “ ancient pile,” as Ben Jonson
calls it, and the gardens pleasantly sloping down to the Thames
on the south, and looking to the Strand on the north, where
the little Francis spent s. much of his childhood as was
not passed at his father's country residence in Gorhambury,
Hertfordshire.

By his first wife Sir Nicholas had six children, and by his
second wife (Anp, daughter of Edward the Sixth’s tutor,
Sir Anthony Cocke) he had two sons, Anthony and Francis,
of whom Francis was the younger by two years; so that the
future possessor of York House and Gorhambury was the
youngest of a family of eight. Lady Ann's sister Mildred had
married Lord Burghley (then Sir William Cecil) ; and their son,
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the hump-backed Robert Cecil—afterwards to become the real
or supposed patron of Francis—was eleven years old when his
baby cousin was born.

Lady Ann was a woman of strong character and solid
accomplishments. In her twenty-second year (1650) she
published the sermons of Bernardine Ochine, translated from
the Italian; and to her Theodore Beza dedicated his Medi-
lations." When Francis was two or three years old, she was
occupied with the translation of Bishop Jewell's Apology for
the Church of England, published in 1564. The daughter of
Edward the Sixth’s tutor was naturally not left in ignorance
of the classical languages; and in her most familiar letters
she quotes Latin as freely and naturally as a lady of our times
would quote French ; occasionally, also, for secresy, she writes
English in Greek characters when she wishes to speak her mind
freely about great people or dangerous subjects. Vehement in
all things, in her aversion to extravagance and trifling, in her
love of Calvinism, and in her affection and anxiety for her two
sons, she manifests throughout her correspondence a restless
discursive spirit, of which some hereditary traces may perhaps
be found in her great son’s intellectual speculations.

She died in 1610, over eighty yearsof age; but after 1600
(when we hear that her health is “ worn”) no mention of her
occurs in any of Bacon's letters; not even in the inventory of
his estate made in 1608, although, had she been then living in
the enjoyment of her dower, the inventory would have been
incomplete without some reference to her. Bishop Goodman in
his Court of King James the First, says that “she was but
little better than frantic in her old age ;”’ and it is at all events
probable that, some years before her death, she 8o far lost the
use of her faculties that the management of her affuirs wasg
taken out of her hands. But her influence on her son’s religious
views in his youth may perhaps in part (though onmly in part)
account for the marked difference between Francis Bacon's
earlier and later utterances on ecclesiastical affairs ; and, in his
old age, among three reasons which he gives for desiring to

- 18 's Annals, 111, §, 110 ; fi. 197, quoted in the Dictionary of National
. * Anthony Bacon.” But the dedication to Lady Ann is said to have
been mn£ ot of respect for her son, Anthony Bacon.
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be buried “in St. Michael's Church, near St. Alban's,” one
is thut “ there was my mother buried.”

Sir Nicholas was a man of easier temperament and a
humourist.! One of his favourite sayings was “ Stay a little
that we may make haste the sooner.” His son says of him
that, “ All the world noted Sir Nicholas Bacon to be a man
plain, direct, and constant, without all fineness and doubleness;
and one that was of the mind that a man, in his private
proceedings and in the proceedings of state, should rest upon
the soundness and strength of his own courses, and not upon
practice to circumvent others,”# Possibly Sir Nicholas erred on
the side of dilatoriness. At all events he *stayed” so long
about making provision for his youngest son that the provision
was never made, being anticipated by his sudden death; and
when his death came, caused by the folly of a servant, he had
no reproof but a good-humoured jest. If Francis owed his
encrgy to his mother, he was probably indebted to his father
for his placid seclf-control and his rich humour ; and those who
see in this most versatile of men the dualism of genius may
perhaps trace something of that dualism to hereditary causes.

In his twelfth year (1573) Frauncis was sent, with his brother
Anthony, to Trinity College, Cambridge, of which Whitgift,
afterwards Archbishop of Canterbury, was then Master, As
befitted the grandson of Sir Anthony Cooke, he applied himself
to Greek; but although Aristotle was included in the books
which he studied, the young student had already rebelled against
the despot of science. The new star in Cassiopeia, appearing
(1572) and disappearing (15674) in the region which had been
pronounced by Aristotle incapable of change, was a mighty
protest to the observant freslman against the infallibility of the
Pope of philosophy ; and accordingly Rawley, his biographer,
tells us from the lips of Bacon himself that *while still a

1 ¢“He had ” (Naunton, p. 88, quoted in the Dictionary o National Biography,
vol. ii. p. 370, ‘‘a very quaint saying, and he used it often to purpose,
that he loved the jest well, but not the lons of his friend.” Ben Jonson rather
:l;pliu that F“‘;al' inherited, ; litt]l‘: i:o;:ltru, his father’s love of & jest : *‘ His

rancis Bacon's) language, when spare, or » & jest, was nobl
censorious :” And the friendly Yelverton (see p. 263)1::1:?&4:{:1:, 'in the M’o'
of sn impending storm at Court, that ** it is t00 common in every man's mouth in
Court that . . . .. as your longue hath been @ razor to some, so shall theirs
be to you,” % Spedding, i. 202.
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commorant of the University he had already noted the un-
fruitfulness of a philosophy only strong for disputations and
contentions, but barren of the production of works for the
benefit of the life of man.” Between August 1574 and the
following March, the plague kept them from the University, but
the two brothers remained at Cambridge till Christmas 1575.

Something of the valetudinarian may be traced in Francis
Bacon’s habits and tendencies throughout his life, and this
turn of mind was probably encouraged, not only by a natural
delicacy of constitution, but by his early and close companion-
ship with an ailing brother. Just before he went to Cambridge,
Anthony’s sight was despaired of; he was afflicted with
permanent lameness; and Whitgift's accounts of the money
spent “ for Anthonie being syck ” between 1573 and 1575 show
that his studies were repeatedly interrupted by serious illness.
When he was sixtebn yecars old (1576) Francis and his brother
Anthony were admittod (as being sons of a Judge) “ancients™
of Gray's Inn ; and in the following year he was sent to Paris
as one of the suite of Sir Amias Paulet, the English ambassador.
In1579 the sudden death of his father recalled him to England
at the age of nineteen, to find himself destitute of the patrimony
which Sir Nicholas had intended to provide for him. Inheriting
only a fifth share of his father’s personal property, he was conse-
quently under an immediate neccssity to work for his own
living or elge to run into debt.

Of all this period we have no record save a few anecdotes
which reveal an early predisposition to extend his studies beyond
the ordinary limits of literature, and to read the smallest print
of the book of Nature. A practical joke in-a man’s rooms at
Trinity illustrates for him the vibration produced by souud; so
does another story about a conduit in St. James's Fields, which g
responded to shouts with “a fearful roaring;” there is a
reminiscence of a conjuring trick which he attempted to explain
in his boyhood, a description of a remarkable multiplication of
echoes at a place near Paris, and an account of his deliverance

1 8ee Dictionary of National Biography, ‘‘Anthony Bacon,” by S. L. Iee, ii.
826. Burghley, writing (20 August, 1593) to Lady Ann deecribes both bm‘!:)'nen
s ‘“s0 qualified in learning and virtue, as, if they had a supply of more

Aealth, they wanted nothing.”
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from warts by a strange device of Lady Paulet! We read also
in the De Augmentis that, during his stay in France, he invented
a system of writing in cypher.

Observer and student though he was, he does not seem at
this time to have clouded his bright parts by any bookish
basbfulness, by a retiring disposition, or by a too great pre-
dominance of the thinking over the speaking faculty. His
youthful reply to the Queen, asking his age, that he was “ but
two years younger than her Majesty's happy reign,” shows one
who, if he was by first nature a philosopher, was at least by
trnining and second nature a courtier. The Latin inscription
round Hilliard's portrait of Francis at cighteen years old, “ Oh
that I had a canvas to paint his mind 1” 2 is but one among several
testimonies indicating that every one who approached him
acknowledged his remarkable powers. When he returned to
England in 1379, he brought with him a despatch from Paulet,
in which he is mentioned to the Queen as of great hope.
endued with many good and singular parts, and one who,
if God gave him life, would prove a very ablo and sufficient
subject to do her Highness good and acceptable service.

On his return home, he appears to have entertained the
hope that by Burghley’s aid he might obtain some advancement
which might enable him to dispense with the ordinary routine
of legal studies. At all cvents we find him (16 September,
1580) writing thus to his uncle :—

“ Although it muat be confessed that the request is rare and unaceustomed,
yet if it be observed how few there be which fall in with the study of the
common laws, cither being well left or friendel, or at their own free
election, or forsaking likely suceess in other studica of no less delight and
more preferment, or setting hand “hereunts carly without waste of years ;

upon such survey made, it may be my case may not seem ordinary, no
more than my suit, and so more beseeming unto it.”

But the request was not granted ; and after applying himself
to the study of the law Bacon was admitted in his twenty-
second year (1582) as an Utter Barrister of Gray’s Inn.
Two years afterwards he took his seat in Parliament (23
November, 1584) for Melcombe Regis. But with law and

1 Almost all these stories will be found in the same treatise, the Sylva Syle
Bpedding, Works, ii. 427-8, 670.
* ¢8i tabula daretot digna, animum msllem,”
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politics he was combining philosophy ; for about this time he
composed a work on this subject, which—as he oconfesses to a
correspondent forty years afterwards—*he named with great
confidence and a magnificent title The Greatest Birth of Time.”

8 3 THE “ ADVICE To QUEEN ELIZABETH !

On an equally high level of confidence with the Greatest Birth
of Time stands another treatise entitled Advice to Queen Elizabeth
(written at the end of 1584 or the beginning of 1585), in which
Francis Bacon advises the Queen upon all points of her policy,
and in particular upon the treatment of those who objected to
the religious supremacy of the Sovereign, and who were there-
fore called Recusants.?

During the twelve months preceding the meeting of Parlia-
ment in November 1584, three plots against the Queen’s life
had been detected ; and in the October of that year a voluntary
association had been formed to prosecute to the death any person
by whom or for whom violence should be offered to the life of
the Sovereign, and to hold such person (Mary Stuart) for ever
incapable of the crown. In the Queen’s life, at that crisis,
were bound up the interests of England, of liberty, and of the
Protestant faith ; and to be a Roman Catholic at such a season
seemed well-nigh equivalent to being a rebel.

But while the Queen and the House of Commons were at
one in their determination to keep down, and if possible to
suppress, Roman Catholicism, they were divided in their opinions
as to the form of religion expedient for the Established Church.

The Commons would willingly bave seen modifications intro-
duced in the direction of Calvinistic Puritanism, and would Y
have freed the Clergy from subscribing those of the Thirty-
nine Articles which related to discipline and Church govern-
ment. The Queen, so far from making these or auy concessions,

1 Spedding, 1. 47-56,

$ It in interesting to know that, even before this date, in 1588, the Queen was
In the habit of receiving from AnthonL’Bmon, the elder brother i
confidential letters containing foreign information, which she highly valued.
Through the Earl of Leicester she expressed to Anthony her satisfiiction in ha
“‘30 good a man as you to have and receive letters by " (7 October, 1588).—

Dictionary of National Biography, ** Anthony Bacon,” il. 324,
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determined to inforce a stricter uniformity, For this purpose she
appointed (1583) as Archbishop of Canterbury, Jobn Whitgift,
formerly Master of Trinity College, Cambridge, & man of honesty
and good intentions, but of 8o narrow a mind as to be incapable of
comprehending the scruples of those who differed from him, and
devoted to the sole object of creating at least an outward uni-
formity among the Ministers of the Church of England. To
second Whitgift's efforts she recalled into action the Court of
High Commission which had been sanctioned by Parliament
twenty-four years before, when religious differences threatened
the nation with civil war, This court claimed & power, used by
no other English court, of compelling men to accuse both them-
selves and others, By tendering to an accused person what was
called the ex officio oath that he would answer truly twenty-four
inquisitorial interrogatories, which he had drawn up—the new
Archbishop could obtain information about the private and public
lives of all suspected Ministers. Refusal to take the oath was
punished by deprivation of bemefice and imprisonment. The
Commission had not indeed the power of torture or death; but
these deficiencies they supplied, when occasion demanded, by
recourse to the ordinary tribunals, “and men were actually sent
to execution for writing libels against the Bishops, on the plea
that any attack upon the Bishops was an instigation to sedition
against the Queen.”?

Not a single Statesman approved of the proceedings by
the bigoted Archbishop; and even the placid Burghley was
roused to remonstrance. He too, he said, desired to see
order established in the Church; but these procecdings re-
sembled that of the Romish Inquisition, and were “rather
a device to seek for offenders than to reform any.”* Bacon’s
nature pre-disposed him to tolerance of almost all religious
differences that did not affect the order of the State, and his
mother’s influence and home training would incline him to side
with Burghley in favouring the persecuted Ministers. Butin the
paper written about this time (1584-5) he touches this subject
lightly, and with a prudent—perhaps almost too prudent—dis-
cretion. His main business is with the present dangers of the

} Gardiner’s History, i. 33-6. 2 Jb., 86.
C



18 “ ADVICE TO QUEEN ELIZABETH” [§3

State, aud the principal danger is, in his opinion, the Queen’s
“ strong factious subjects, the Papists,”

It cannot be surprising if, in the general fear of Mary Stuart
and the supporters of her faith, the “ Advice ” advocates strong
measures against the Roman Catholics. Yet the pressure is
to be one of continuous discouragement, enfeeblement, and
coercion, rather than aggressive persecution. To suffer them to
be strong, in the hope that they will be contented with reason-
able concessions, carries with it but “a fair enamelling of a
terrible danger.” To leave them half content, half discontent,
carries with it an equally deceitful shadow of reason; “for no
man loves one the better for giving him a bastinado with a
little cudgel.” Nevertheless, the Papists, he thinks, have a
grievance from which it will be safe to relieve them. The
present oath of allegiance compels a Recusant to swear
that he thinks “that which, without the special grace of God,
he cannot think,” so making him perjured ; or else, if he refuses
the oath, the refusal constitutes him a traitor, “ which, before
some act done, seems somewhat hard.” The best course is, first,
to frame the oath in this sense, “ that whosoever would not bear
arms against all foreign princes, and, namely,the Pope, that
should any way invade your Majesty’s dominions, he should
be a traitor.” Most Papists, Bacon thinks, would take this
oath ; or, if they refused it, no tongue, for shame, could say
that tho refuser suffered for religion ; and the acceptling of this
oath would dissolve the present mutual confidence between
the English Papists and the Pope.

Secondly, “ their number will easily be lessened by means of
careful and diligent Preachers in each parish to that end
appointed, and especially by good Schoolmasters and bringers-
up of their youth ; the former by converting them after their
the latter by preventing the same.” The mention of Preachers
introduces the delicate question of tolerance for the Puritans,
The subject of the paper is the Queen’s “strong factious sub-
jects and foreign enemies.” Bacon says plainly at the outset,
“ Your strong factious subjects be the Papists” He does not
dream of imputing “ faction ” to the Puritans, who are therefore
altogether out of his legitimate scope. Yet he cannot help
mentioning and protesting against the grievances to which they
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were being subjected, at the same time that he apologises for
the digression and declares that he is not personally addicted
to their opinions :—

“For Preachers, because thereon grows a great question, I am provoked
to lay at your Highness's feet my opinion touching the preciser sort ; first
protesting to God Almighty and your sacred Majesty that I am not given
over, nor so much as addicted, to their preciscness ; thercfors, till I think
that you think otherwise, I am bold to think that the Bishops, in this
dangerous time, take a very evil and unadvised course in driving them

from their cures.”

Such persecution, he says, spreads abroad an impression of
disunion in England ; and besides, the Preachers are effectually
helping the State, and ought not to be discouraged : “their
careful catechising and diligent preaching bring forth that
fruit” which is desired, “ the lessening and diminution of the
Papistical number,”

“ And therefore in this time your gracious Mujesty hath especial cause
to use and employ them, if it were but as Frederick 11, that excellent
- Emperor, did use and employ Saracen soldiors against the Pope, because he
was well assured and certainly knew that they only would not spare his

sanctlity,

“ And for those objections what they would do when they got once a
full and entire authority in the Church, methinks they are inter remota
et incerta mala, and thercfore vicinag et certa to be first considered.”

One advantage of the appointment of Schoolmasters will be
that, by making the parents of each shire send their children to
such fit and convenient places as may be at her devotion, the
Queen may, “ under colour of education, have them as hostages
of all the parents’ fidelity that have any power in England.”
As for the punishment of death, it is uscless as a means for
lessening their numbers; their vice of obstinacy seems to the
people a divine constancy ; and, as with Hydra, when one head
is cut off, seven grow up,

A third means for keeping down the Papists will be to dis-
qualify all who will not “pray and communicate according to
the doctrine received generally in this realm” from all office,
“ from the highest counsellor to the lowest constable.” Fourthly,
Popish landlords are not to be allowed to evict or unreasonably

molest any tenants who “ pay as others do: ”
c2
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% And although thereby may grow some ‘wrong that the tenants, upon
that confidence, may offer unto their landlords ; yet those wrongs are very
easily, oven with one wink of yours, redressed, and are nothing comparable
to the danger of having so many thousands depend upon the adverse
party.” .

In order to enfeeble the Papists for military enterprises, no
one is to be “ trained up in the musters except his parishioners
would answer for him that he orderly and duly received the
Communion ; ” and no one is “ to have in his house so much as
a halbert without the same condition.”

Above all, let her Majesty, in her dealings with the Papists
avoid “that evil shamefacedness which the Greeks call dvowr(a,
which is, not to seem to doubt them who give just occasion for
doubt.” By modifying the Oath of Allegiance, and by enfeebling
the Papists, the Queen will never need to execute any but those
whom all will acknowledge to be traitors; and while she will
be dispensed from the necessity of seeming to trust them, they
will be obliged, for their own sakes, to be faithful to her.

In foreign policy Bacon here avows himself, as throughout his
life, the enemy of Spain. France ought to be made a friend;
Scotland to be distracted by supporting those noblemen whom
the young King suspected, and by giving him “ daily cause to
look to his own succession ;” but against Spain help might be
sought from Florence, Ferrars, and especially Venice. The
alliance of the Dutch and northern princes, ‘ being in effect of
your Majesty’s religion,” ought not to be contemned; Spain
should be weakened by attacks both upon his Indies and Low
Countries ; or, if war is not to be provoked, such help is to be
offered the Low Countries as can be given without provoking
actual war with Spain,

The whole paper is remarkable, not only for the lofty to®
adopted by a young barrister of three-and-twenty in addressing
the Sovereign, but also for the cool directness with which the
writer advauces straight towards his political object, keeping
his eye much more upon the end than upon the means,

Here, as throughout the whole of Bacon’s political writings,
the influence of Machiavelli is manifest. Perhaps there is
even some .affectation of Machiavellianism in his eulogy of
Frederick II., (“ that excellent Emperor who did use and employ
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Saracen soldiers against the Pope ; ”) and in his recommendation
to the Queen to use the Puritans in the same way as her mere
instruments. Bearing in mind that about this very time (soon
after Christmas, 1584) Bacon’s mother was expostulating with
Burghley upon the unfair treatment of the Puritans by the
Bishops, and that the Queen was, at this crisis, placing herself
in opposition to the feeling of the Commons by the persecuting
policy for which she had just appointed Whitgift to the primacy,
we can easily understand the reasons for Bacon’s protestation
that be was “ not addicted to the preciser sort,” and appreciate
the extreme delicacy of touch with which he handled the
question of the dispossession of the Preachers. This transparent
veil does not however conceal his real sympathy with the “ careful
and diligent” Puritans, and his feeling that the Queen was
making & mistake in attempting to crush them—an expression
not obscurely expressed in his condemnation of the “ very evil
and unadvised course taken by the Bishops.”

Herein Bacon shows the insight of a Statesman, no less than
in his proposed modification of the Oath of Allegiance. But
the reader must not omit to note the qualifying words with
which the young barrister “lays at Her Highness's feet” his
unacceptable condemnation of her policy. “I am bold to think
it,” he says, “ till I think that you think otherwise.” From a very
young man the phrase is excusable and natural, perhaps almost
commendable. But it betokened more than a young man’s
excess of modesty. There wasin Bacon an invariable pliancy in
the presence of great persons which disquglified him for the task
of giving wise and effectual counsel. In part, this obsequious-
ness arose from his mental end moral constitution ; in part, it
was a habit deliberately adopted as one among many means by
which & man may make his way in the world. In a little
treatise entitled The Architect of Fortumne, published in the De
Augmentis (1623), he lays it down as a precept for the man who
wishes to succeed, that he must “ avoid repulse : *

“ A second precept is, to beware being carried by an excess of magnanimity
and confidence to things beyond our strength, and not to row against the
stream. . . . We ought to look round and observe where things lie open to
us and where they are closed and obetructed, where they are difficult and
where essy, that we may not waste our time on things to which convenient
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access is forbidden. For in that way we shall avoid repulae, not occupy
ourselves too much about one matter, earn a characier for moderation, offend
Jewer persons, and get the credit of continual success, whilet things which
would perhaps have happened of themselves will be attributed to our
industry,™

Here then we have one secret of Bacon's failure as a
counsellor. He had no political backbone, no power of
adbering to his convictions and pressing them on unwilling
ears. Young or old, from twenty to sixty, he was always the
gsame in this excessive obsequiousness; if he strove against
authority, if he forced himself to utter a possibly unacceptable
“Yes” or “ No,” it was always “like Ovid's mistress, as one that
was willing to be overcome.” ? This pliability he avowed so frankly
that every one took him at his word; and from the beginning
to the end of his career his wiser counsels were neglected, and
he was little better than an instrument in the hands of the
unwise,

At the same time we must remember the circumstances in
which a counsellor of those days offered counsel. Personal
government was a necessity. There is no reason to think that
Bacon considered it an undesirable necessity; the great persons
whom he sought to persuade seemed to him more fit to govern,
and perhaps more open to his persuasion, than a House of
Commons; the Queen and her Council had more means of
information, more traditions of continuous policy, more responsi-
bility, and far more power, than could be wielded by a mere
representative and changeable assembly without organised
parties. Desirable, or undesirable, it was a neccssity. What
counsels Bacon addressed to the House of Commons could not
be heard outside the House, and might be ineffective within it
the modern press and public meetings were non-existent. I
therefore, anything was to be done it must be done through the
Queen; and if his counsel was distasteful to her, it was imprac-
ticable and useless. How necessary, therefore, to show all possible

) De Aug. vili. 3, Spedding, Works, v. 73,

3 Bee Baocon’s opinion about the objectionable Patents in December 1602
(Spedding, vii. 151), ‘*The King, by my Lord Treasurer's signification, did

&;it upon & consult, whether the Patents which we mentioned in our
nt letter were at this time to be removed by Act of Parlisment. I opined (bu¢

of
g{ﬁtwmwmmm,mmmwmmm would de overcomen)
at Yes, ‘ .
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tact in avoiding unpleasani advice, and to be ready to exchange
the counsel that was best, but unpleasing, for that which was
less good but more welcome to her ears |

§ 4 “Taeg CoNTROVERSIES OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND"!

In the next Parliament (29 October, 1586) Bacon sat for
Taunton, and, with other members of both houses, presented a
petition for the execution of Mary Stuart. In this year ho
became a Bencher of Gray’s Inn. The quarrel between the
Puritans and High Churchmen, suspended during the general
terror of Spain, broke out again after the destruction of the
Armada in 1588, and the Marprelate controversy was at its
height in the summer of 1589. Between the two contending
parties, Bacon, in his Controversies of the Church of England
(1589), arbitrates with stately impartiality, censuring both for
their bigotry, but inclining towards the Puritans.?

One party, he says, is seeking truth in the conventicles of
heretics, the other in the external representation of the Church,?
and both are in error. The remedy is charity; the controversy
being, as all confess, about things not of the highest nature,
men must not forget the league of Christians penned by our
Saviour, “ He that is not against us is with us.” St. Paul says,
“ One faith, one baptism,” not “ one ceremony, one policy : ” and
in such light matters, men should say with St. Paul, “ I and not
the Lord.”¢ The causes of controversy are four, 1st, imperfec-
tions in the “conversation ” and government of the Bishops and
Governors of the Church ; 2nd, the ambition of certain persons
which love the salutation of * Rabbi, master ”— the true succes-
sors of Diotrephes, the lover of preeminence, of which disease
the Universities [here he aims at Cartwright, the Lady Margaret
Professor of Divinity at Cambridge] are the seat and continent ;
3rd, an excessive detestation of some former corruptions, which
leads men to think that opposition to the Church of Rome is
the best touchstone to try what is good,® and that the Church

3 m&n& 1. 74-96.
3 treatise should be studied in connection with the Essay Gf Unity in
8 Essays, iii. 28, ¢ Ib, 65-80. 5 Ib. 50,
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must be purged every day anew; 4th, the imitation of foreign
forms of Chburch government, whereas the Church in every
country should do that which is convenient for itself.

Both parties have degenerated from their former moderation.
The Churchmen, who once admitted the existence of defects,
now maintain that things are perfect as they are; they con-
demn the Reformers; they censure the Churches abroad, and
even impugn the validity of holy ordere conferred in the Reformed
Churches abroad. Why do the Bishops stand so precisely on
altering nothing? A good husbandman is ever proyning and
stirring in his vineyard ; he ever findeth somewhat to do. But
we have heard of no offers of the Bishops of bills in Parliament.
Their own constitution and orders have reformed little. Is
nothing amiss? Let them remember that the contentious
retention of custom is a turbulent thing! The wrongs inflicted
by them upon the weaker party in the Church can hardly be
dissembled or excused. They have been captious and un-
charitable in inquisitions, in receiving accusations, in swearing
men to blunks and goneralities, in urging subscriptions ; and in
silencing preachers, they have punished less the preachers than
the people. Let them not forget that “ the wrath of man worketh
not the righteousness of God.”

On the other hand the Puritans, who began with projects of
reform have advanced to projects of destruction; they are
narrow and bigoted in their dislike of tact, study, learning,
and critical acumen; they ramble and never penetrate;
“the word (the bread of life) they toss up and down,
they break it not; ” they teach people their restraints and not
their liberty, they vulgarise controversies, unduly magnify
preaching, neglect liturgies, depreciate the authority of the
fathers, and “resort to naked examples, conceited inferendhs,
and forced allusions, such as do mine into all certainty of
religion.” Characteristically enough, he adds the accusation
that in their excess of zeal, “they have pronounced, generally
and without difference, all untruths as unlawful,” forgetting the
midwives in Egypt, and the example of Rahab, and even how
“our Saviour, the more to touch the hearts of the two disciples
with a holy dalliance, made as if he would have passed Emmaus,”

xxiv. 29,
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Finally he warns the Puritans to “take heed that it be not
true, which one of their adversaries said, that they have but two
small wants, want of knowledge and want of love” and then—
after deprecating personalities and public controversies on subjects
on which “the people is no fit arbitrator,” and which should be
reserved for “the quiet, moderate, and private assemblies and
conferences of the learned'—he concludes with the hope that
he shall “find a correspondence in their minds which are not
embarked in partiality, and which love the whole better than a
m’.t.” .

Obviously either side of the controversialists might have
replied that the real question was whether the “part” for
which they were contending was essential to the “ whole;” and
indeed practical disputes are seldom settled by general proposi-
tions. Bacon writes like a sensible Erastian, with Puritan
inclinations, who has a profound belief in the value of the
Christian religion, and an equally profound indifference to small
details of Church government or ceremonies. No Anglican,
and' no decided Puritan, could have written this paper. A
Puritan could hardly have laid his finger so exactly upon the
faults of his brethren, or have maintained so unhesitatingly that
every Church should do that which is convenient for the Estate
of itself (“consentiamus in eo quod convenit”™): still less could
a thorough-going Anglican like Hooker have made the implied
admission that the Reformed Churches were superior to the
Church of England in the absence of some ‘ abuses” (“ neither
yet do I admit that their form is better than ours if some abuses
were laken away”) or have written the following sentence :

“Hence (exasperate through contentions) they are fallen to a direct
condemnation of the contrary part, as of a sect. Yea, and some indies-
creet persons have been bold in open preaching to use dishomourable and
derogative speech and censure of the Churches abroad ; and that so far as
some of our men (a8 I have heard) ordained in foreign paris Rave been
pronounced to be no lawful minvsters.”

As between the controversialists, it would be hard to detect
partiality ; for Bacon’s indignation at the oppressions of the
Bishops is equalled by bis scorn for the bigoted narrowness of
some of the Puritans, But in his frank recognition of the
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existence of imperfections in the Church, and of the need of some
reform, he appears to incline to thelatter. It is creditable alike
to his statesmanship and to his independence of character that,
at a time when all deviations from the forms of the prayer-book
were known to be distasteful to the Queen, Bacon should have
pleaded for elasticity, and that he should have applied to Church
policy his favourite maxim that “ the contentious retention of
custom is & turbulent thing.”

§ 5 BAacoN’s CHOICE OF A LIFE

From political and ecclesiastical treatises, we turn to Francis
Bacon’s private life and attempts at domestic economy. It
was a misfortune, and one of the greatest of his misfortunes
that, during the first forty-five years of his life, he was
almost always in debt and always in want of money. His elder
brother Anthony, who was never tired of assisting him, was
himself spending money freely, travelling on the continent from
1679 to 1592; and consequently in 1584 we find Francis
arranging for the sale or mortgage of some of his brother’s
estates. From 1580 to 1588 he applies to Lord and Lady
Burghley, to Walsingham and to Leicester, to further some suit
of which we do not know the precise nature; but nothing was
done for him till Essex came into the favour of the Queen in
1589 ; and in that year he received, through Burghley, his first
token of favour, the reversion of the Clerkship of the Council in
the Star Chamber, worth about £1,600. But it was of no present
value, and was not enjoyed by Bacon till four-and-twenty years
afterwards.

Meanwhile the want of money had an important bearing ol
the question to what was he to devote himself, .to philosophy or
to civil life. Like Garrick between the two muses of Tragedy
and Comedy, so Bacon—courtier and politician by circumstances
and breeding, but student by nature—stood .distracted between
Politics and Science, equally apt for either. But, without money,
not even the author of the Greatest Birth of Time could find
laisure for research or means for conducting his experiments.
And for the nephew of the Queen’s chief adviser, the son of the
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late Lord Keeper, who had himself been styled “her young
Lord Keeper” by the Queen, how natural to expect some posi-
tion worthy of his abilities and bringing with it leisure and
wealth sufficient for his philosophic purposes! That this was
one of his objects in suing for place, appears from a short auto-
biographical passage (subsequently cancelled) in the Preface, or
Proem, to the Inlerpretation of Nature, written about the year
1608. In this the author describes his character and the motives
that induced him to deviate from philosophy to politics,

¢ Whereas I belisved myself born for the service of mankind, and
reckoned the care of the common weal to be among those dutjes that are
of public right, open to all alike, even as the waters and the air, I therefore
asked myself what could most advantage mankind, and for theperformance of
what tasks I seemed to be shaped by nature. But, when I searched, I found
no work so meritorious as the discovery and development of the artsand in-
ventions that tend to civilise the life of man. . . . Above all, if any man could
succeed—not in merely bringing to light some one particular invention,
however useful-—but in kindling in nature a luminary which would, at its
firet rising, shed some light on the present limits and borders of human
discoveries, and which afterwards, as it rose still higher, would reveal and
bring into clear view every nook and cranny of darkness, it seemed to me
that such a discoverer would deserve to be called the true Extender of the
Kingdom of Man over the universe, the Champion of human liberty, and
the Exterminator of the necessities that now keep man in bondage. More-
over, I found in my own nature a special adaptation for the contempla-
tion of truth. For I had a mind at once versatile enough for that most
important object—I mean the recognition of similitudes—and at the same
time sufficiently steady and concentrated for the observation of subtle
shades of difference. I possessed a passion faor research, a power of sus-
pending judgment with patience, of meditating with pleasure, of assenting
with caution, of correcting false impressions with readiness, and of
arranging my thoughts with scrupulous pains. I had no hankering after
novelty, no blind admiration for antiquity. Imposture in every shape 1
untterly detested. For all these reasons I considered that my nature and
disposition had, as it were, & kind of kinship and connection with truth.

% But my birth, my rearing and education, had all pointed, not towards
philosophy, but towards politics : T had been, as it were, imbued in politics
from childhood. And, as is mot unfrequently the case with young
men, I was sometimes shaken in my mind by [other men’s] opinions! I

1 This translation is in accordance with Bacon’s general use of the word
‘ opinio "’ in the sense *‘ false opinfon,” If this ia correct, the meaning is that
he was disturbed by false opinions suggesting doubts of the truth of his
theories, .
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aleo thought that my duty towards my country had special” claims upon
1me, such as could not be urged by other duties of life. Lastly, I conceived
the hope that, if I held some honourable office in the state, I might thus
secure helps and supports to aid my labours, with a view to the accomplish-
ment of my destined task. With these motives I applied myself to
politics, and with all due modesty I also recommended myself to the favour
of influential friends., There was one other consideration that influenced
me. The objects of philosophy just now mentioned, be they what they
may, do not extend their influence beyond the condition and culture o
this present mortal life. Now, as my life had fallen on times when religion
was not in a very prosperous state, it occurred to me that in the discharge
of the duties of political office it might be also in my power to make some
provision even for the safety of souls.”?

Here then we have an unmistakable statement of Bacon’s
principal object in life. No work seemed to him so meritorious as
the discovery of an Art of Invention, and for this he considered
himself best adapted. If he deviated into politics, urged by a
sense of duty to his country, it was partly because he had been
“ shaken by opinions ” in his philosophic studies, and partly be-
cause he conceived that “if he held some honourable office in
the State, he might thus secure helps and supports to aid his
labours with & view to the accomplishment of his destined task,”
i.s. the discovery of the Art of Invention.

To the same effect is a letter, written in January, 1592,
in which Bacon once more appeals to Burghley for ad-
vancement. The appeal naturally makes us ask the reason
for the great man's unwillingness to help his wife’s nephew.
Did he think Francis Bacon too showy to be sound? Or too
supple and versatile to be quite trustworthy? Or was he
afraid of a rival for his own son? Bacon afterwards declared
that “in the times of the Cecils able men were, of pu
suppressed :” and the letter itself indicates a latent suspicion
that he was being kept down out of a fear that his rise might
interfere with the rise of his cousin Robert Cecil. If be could
not rise with the help of Burghley, he might perbaps rise with
the help of Essex: but in any case, before giving up all hope of
Burghley, it would be well to make one last attempt to remove
the Liord Treasurer’s jealousies and suspicions; and accordingly

‘toward t}le beginning of his thirty-second year, Bacon writes to
B ' 1 Spedding, iii. 518.



1580—1631] BACON'S CHOICE OF A LIFE 29

Burghloy as follows, avowing his readiness not to interfere
with Robert Cecil's prospects, if the Lord Treasurer would help
him : on the other hand, if his Lordship “will not carry him
on,” he will shift for himself, sell his inheritance, and turn plain
student.

“To my Lorp TREASURER BURGHLEKY
“Mvy Lorp,

“ With as much confidence as 1ine own honest and faithful devotion
unto your service, and your honourable correspondence unto me and
my poor estate, can breed in a man, do I commend myself unto your
Lordship. I wax now somewhat ancient ; one and thirty years is a great
deal of sand in the hour-glass. My health, I thank (od, is confirmed ;
and I do not fear that action shall impair it, because I account my ordinary
course of study and meditation to be more painful than most parts of
action are.

“] ever bare a mind (in some middle place that I could discharge) to serve
her Majesty ; not as a man born under Sol, that loveth honour ; nor under
Jupiter, that loveth business (for the contemplative planet carrieth me
away wholly); but as a man born under an excellent sovercign, that
deserveth the dedication of all men's abilitiea, Besides, I do not find in
myself so much self-love but that the greater part of my thoughts are to
deserve well (if I were able) of my friends, and namely of your Lordship,
who, being the Atlas of this commonwealth, the honour of my house, the
second founder of my poor estate, I am tied by all duties, both of a good
patriot, and of an unworthy kinsman, and of an obliging servant, to employ
whatsoever I am to do you service.

“ Again, tho meanness of my estate doth somewhat move me ; for though
I cannot accuse myself that I am either prodigal or slothful, yet my health
is not to spend nor my course to get. Lastly, I confess that I have as vast
contemplative ends as I have moderate civil ends; for I have taken all
knowledge to be my provinee, and if I conld purge it of two sorts of rovers
(whereof the one with frivolous disputations, confutations, and verbosities,
the other with blind experiments and auricular traditions and impostures,
hath committed so many spoils) I hope I should bring in industrious ob-
servations, grounded conclusions, and profitable inventions and discoveries
—the best state of that province. This, whether it be curiosity, or vain
glory, or nature, or (if one take it favourably) philanthropia, is so fixed in
my mind as it cannot be removed.:- And I do easily see that place of any

} We here see that Bacon considers his philosophic ambition—*¢ if one take it
favourably,” and there is little doubt he ‘““took it favourably "—to be
is, What he understood by the word is apparent from xiil. 2

1 take Goodness in this sense—the affecting of the weal of men, which is' that
the Grecians call Philanthropia ; and the ward Aumanily (as it is used) is o little
too light to express it. . . . This, of all virtues and dignities of the mind, is the
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reasonable countenance doth bring commandment of more witsthan of a
man’s own—which is the thing I greatly affect.

“ And for your Lordship, perhaps you shall not find more strength or
Jess encounter in any other. And if your Lordship shall find now, or at
any time, that I do scek or affect any place whereunto any that is nearer
unto your Lordship shall be concurrent, say then that I am a most dishonest
man,

% And if your Lordship will not carry me on, I will not do as Anaxagoras
did, who reduced himself with contemplation unto voluntary poverty.
But this I will do. I will sell the inheritance that I have, and purchase
some lease of quick revenue, or some office of gain that shall be executed
by deputy, and so give over all care of service, and become some sorry
book-maker, or a true pioner! in that mine of truth which (he said) lay so
deep.

4 This which I have written unto your Lordship is rather thoughts than
words, being set down without all art, disguising, or reservation. Wherein
I have done honour to your Lordship’s wisdom in judging that that will be
best believed of your Lordship which is truest, and to your Lordship’s
good nature in retaining nothing from you. And even so I wish your
Lordship all happiness, and to myself means and occasion to be added to
my faithful desire to do you service. From my lodging at Gray’s Inn.”

The exact correspondence of this letter with the autobio-
graphical passage above quoted, will not fail to strike the atten-
tion: his “civil ends” are as moderate as his “ contemplative
ends ” are vast : he is “not born under Sol that loveth honour,
nor under Jupiter that loveth business (for the contemplative
planet carrieth me away wholly) ; ¥ he desires “place” indeed,
but some *“ middle place that he could discharge,” and one reason
for desiring it is because he sees “ that place of any reasonable
countenance doth bring commandment of more wits than of a
man's own—which is the thing I greatly affect.”” Very similar
is the language in which (1697), he dedicates to his brother
Anthony the first edition of the Essays :— .

“I sometimes wish your infirmities translated upon myself, that her
Majesty mought have the service of so active and able a mind, and I mought
be with exouse confined to these contemplations and studies for which I am
Bittest.”

mmgtheehrmrofth Deity.” :No one will understand Bsoon’s

who does no mimithtth Ads I{fe he regarded himself

utbobonofaotorotm inspu'ed this, ¢ the greatest of all virtues and
of she mind, characier of the M

Jn modern Englizh “ pioneer.”
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Many a politician sighs after leisure for literature who never
seriously entertains the notion that the claims of literature are
superior to those of politics ; but with Bacon this longing for
leisure and for scientific study was something more than a mere
transient desire for greater freedom or for change of ocoupation.
In 1605 he writes to Sir Thomas Bodley :—

I think no man may more truly say with the Psalm, multum tncola fusé
anima mea than myself.! For I do confess since I was of any understand-
ing, my mind hath been absent in effect from that I have done; and in
absence are many errors which I do willingly acknowledge ; and amongst
the rest this great one that led the rest—that knowing myself by inward
calling to be fitter to hold a book than to play a part, I have led my life in
civil causes, for which I was not very fit by nature, and more unfit by the
preoccupation of my mind.”

When his public career is closed in disgrace (1621) and he
pours forth his sorrows and confessions to the Searcher of Souls,
the great sin of all is, in his judgment, his desertion of philosophy
and his having allowed himself to be diverted into politics :—

¢ Besides my innumerable sins, I confess before Thee that I am debtor to
Thee for the gracious talents of Thy gifts and graces, which I have neither
put into a napkin, nor put it as I ought to exchangers, where it might
have made most profit, but misspent it in things for which I was least fit,
80 a8 I may truly say my soul hath been a stranger in the course of my
pilgrimage.”

8o it remains even to the last; and, in giving to the world
his great work, the De Augmentis (1623), he can contrive to
forget the long assiduous suing and scheming by which after
much patient striving and many disappointments he forced his
way up to office, and can actually lay the blame on * destiny "
for carrying him into the vortex of a political career, being, as
he says, “a man naturally fitted rather for literature than for
anything else, and born by some destiny against the inclination of
his gemius, into the business of active life,”3 It is the same
story throughout—multum incola ; with this Bacon’s public life
begins, and with this it ends.

Taking all these autobiographical passages into consideration
written at six different periods in his life, two of which were

1 The same uotationhrepubad(ld“) in & letter to Isaae Casanbon (Spedding,
iv. 147). a Spedding, Works, v. 79, (
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intended to be secret—for in the days of his greatness he can-
celled the Prelude to the Interpretation of Nature, perhaps as
exposing in rather too glaring a manner, the inconsistency be-
tween his theoretical preference of science and his practical
preference of politics—I do not see how we can doubt Bacon’s
distinct affirmations ; 1st, that he considered himself less fit for
“ business ” than for “contemplation,” to which he was wholly
devoted ; 2nd, that one reason for seeking office was that he
might thereby be able to help on his philosophic projects, which
with him were paramount; 3rd, that in 1592, when he was
thirty-one years old, this had become a habit of mind with him
(the mind which he “ever bare);” and that, towards the end
of his life, as well as in the middle, he regretted, as an “error,”
his desertion of philosophy for business.

§ 6 Bacox SuiNa

The proem or preface to the Interpretation of Nalure reveals
the proud self-confidence which never wholly disappeared from
Bacon, although in tho days of his greatness it was occasionally
concealed beneath a veil of compliance. Reading his letters
to Villiers and to James, no one would accuse Verulam or
St. Alban of pride; but plain Mr. Francis Bacon not only felt
himself superior to the world—as the Author of the Greatest
Birth of T¥me could hardly help feeling—but also took no
trouble to disguise his sense of superiority. He writes to Lady
Burghley in his twentieth year, justifying rather than excusing
his behaviour: “My thankful and serviceable mind shall be
always like itself, howsoever it vary from the common disguising.'f‘
In the same sapirit of proud unbending rectitude he offers his
services to Lord Burghley in the year 1580, subject to the
proviso that ‘ public and private bonds vary not, but that my

! Professor Gardiner, commenting on Bacon’s letter to Bodley, says, *This
confession must not be taken too literslly. Every man deeply enpful in politics
sighs at times for a freer life, and if Bacon had a special reason for longing for it,
et ooyt in Taomsunta of mcines, be geded his Faliiel work 48 anweriuy
- momen ness, he i work as unw:
of himeelt »—Dict, Nat. Biog. iL. 38, P —
I do not maintain that he regarded his political work as abeolutely, but as
relafively, *‘unworthy "—as work for which he was *‘less fit” than for science,
and into whigh, consequently, he felt that he had done wrong to deviate,
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service.to God, her Majesty and your Lordship draw in a line.”
His uncle reports to him (1586) some complaints of his pride,
intimating that there are good grounds for them; and, a yecar
or two earlier (1583) we find a friend of his brother Anthony
complaining of the *“strangeness” which had been repeatedly
used to him by Francis. Some years later (1595) Essex, apologis-
ing for Bacon’s behaviour, describes it as being ‘‘only natural
freedom and plainness which he had used with me, and, in
my knowledge, with some other of his best friends.” But Bacon
himself comes nearer to the truth in his reply to Lord Burghley
(1586), when he connccts his so-called pride with ¢ bashfulness,”
while, at the same time, he promises amendment.

“For that your Lordship may otherwise have heard of e, it shall make
me mare wary and circumspect in carringe of myself, Indeed, 1 find in
my simple observation that they which live as it were in umbra, and not in
public or frequent action, how moderately and modestly soever they behave
themselves, yet luborant invidia. 1 find also that such persons as are of
nuture bashful (a8 myself is), whereby they want that plausible familiarity
which others have, are often mistaken for proud. But once, ¥ I know well
and I most humbly beseech your Lordship to believe, that arrogancy and
overweening is so far from my nature as, if I think well of myselfl in any-
thing, it is in this, that I am free from that vice. And 1 hope, upon thin
your Lordship’s speech, I have entered into those considerations as my
behaviour shall no more deliver me for other than I am.”

A certain kind of “bashfulness” is the natural companion of
a student’s sclf-estimation ; and, while the student fit predomi-
nated, Bacon may have felt himself ill at ease as a courtier.
At all events, we find him, even in his forty-eighth year,
remarking this defect in his note-book, and devising means for
the attainment of a “ plausibie familiarity.”

“'To suppress at nnce my speaking with panting and labour of breath and
voice, Not to fall upon the main too sudden, but to induce and intermingle

rpeech of good fashion. To use at once, upon entrance given, of speech,
though abrupt, to compose and draw myself in. To free myself at once
from payment of formality and comnpliment, (even) though with some show
of careleseness, pride and rudeness. . . , To correspond with Salisbury
(Robert Cecil) in a habit of natnral but noways perilous boldness.” *

Whether the cause was bashfulness or pride, the mistrust of
his uncle Burghley, the jealousy of his cousin Cecil, or the

1 {.e *“Once for all.” 3 Spedding, iv. 93, 52.
D
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Queen’s doubts of his stability and capacity for business, some-
thing stood in the way of Bacon’s suit for place; and after
twelve years of fruitless suing he gradually separated himself
from Burghley. In 1592 Authony, soon after his return from
his travels on the continent, describes his brother Francis as
being “bound and in deep arrearages to” a mew patron; and
during the next three years (1593-5) Bacon’s correspondence
exhibits him pressing his suit, first for the place of Attorney-
general, and afterwards for the Solicitorship, no longer through
his uncle, the Lord Treasurer, but through the Earl of Essex.!

in his Apology, written twelve years afterwards (1604), Bacon
tells us that his reason for dedicating his “ travels and stadies”
to Essox was not because he thought the EKarl the likeliest means
of his own advancement, but because he considered him to be
the fittest instrument to do good to the State. But, as we learn
from the Essay on Friendship, friendship between the superior
and inferior implies that the fortunes of the one comprehend
the fortunes of the other ;? and it was obvious to every one that
the fortunes of the Queen’s new favourite would compreheund
those of his new counsellor. DBacon himself, in a letter to the
Earl (1596), acknowledges this almost in the words of the
Essay : “ Look about, even jealously if you will, and consider
whether 1 have not reason to think that your fortune compre-
hendeth mine.” Possibly, as Professor Gardiner suggests, Bacon
meant by these words that he looked to Essex to realise also
the projects he had formed as a political reformer, and not
merely his aspirations after promotion. Few, however, will be
much surprised if the correspondence between the two friends,
during the first two or three years of their friendship, turns
entirely on Bacon’s suits and Bacon's prospects, with few or
references to the interests of Essex, or even to any suggestions
of political reform.

! Anthony Bacon expressed, in very plain words, his sense of Burghley's
jugratitude for his own services. 1t had been at his uncle's suggestion that he
had undertaken (1579) his long tour on the continent, in the course of which he
had for more than ten years, at great expense, supplied the Government with
information of great value; and on his return he received only *‘ such words es
make fools fain; and yet, even in these, nv offer or hopeful sssurance of real
kindness, which I thought I might justly expect at the Lord Treasurer's hands,
who had inned my ton years’ barvest into his own barn without any halfpenny

¢ *—Dictionary of National Biograpky, ** Anthony Bacon,” ii. 825.
' ys, xlviii, §1.
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But in the very month in which his suit for the Attorney’s
place began (February, 1593), Bacon, who now sat for Middlesex,
barred his own path by a speech in the House of Commons.
Subsidies bad been asked by the Government to an amount,
and under circumstances, that seemed oppressive to the theorist,
who could not be expected to know that during the last few
years the national wealth had quadrupled itself. The burden
might well seem all the more objectionable to a politician who
always advocated an aggressive foreign policy, and who main-
tained that a people ‘' overlaid with taxes” can never become
valiant and martial! It was, therefore, in cntire good faith
that Bacon protested against the subsidies, declaring that “The
gentlemen must sell their plate, and the farmers their brass
pots before this will be paid” The House was unanimous
against him, and the subsidies were paid without difficulty.
But the speech, though made in manifest sincerity, did not on
that account conciliate the Queen ; and Bacon’s conscientious
opposition brought on him the penalty of exclusion from the
royal presence.?

In vain did the Earl of Essex beseech the Queen in season
and out of season to restore his friend to her favour. A year
passes, and Bacon (1594) is now content to offer himself for the
lower post of the Swulicitorship, his rival, Coke, being destined
for the Attorney’s place. Stung by repoated failures, he no
longer preserves the dignity with which he entered on his suit;
the delay, he says, has almost “ overthrown his health ;” no man
ever received a more “ exquisite disgrace.” Once more he casts
his thoughts on a student’s life ; he will retire with a couple of
men to Cambridge, and th2re spend his life in his studies
and contemplations. On the day after he avows this determina-
tion, Coke receives his Patent, and Bacon is left out in the cold.

But he cannot now give up the chase. Cambridge and litera-
ture are not to be blessed by bhis threatened desertion from a
courtier's to a student’s life. He has lost his old pride and
indifference to success in civil business. He hungers now, he
pines, for office. Lady Ann, his mother, hears on all sides that

) Essays, xxix. 91.
* In the same session Anthony Bacon, now member for Wallingford, oga'oud A
g

;l:;er;lmmt Bill for imposing new penalties on Recusants, Dict. Nas. . fi.
D 2
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his health is suffering from his disappointment, and writes to
Anthony (5 August, 1595), with an exhortation that Francis
should thiuk less of preferment and more of religion, health, and
the simple duty of keeping out of debt :—

““1 am sorry your brother with inward sceret grief injureth his health.
KEveryhody saith he looketh thin and pale. Let him look to God and confer
with Him in guldly excreises of hearing and reading, and contemn to be
noted to take care.? I had rather ye both, with (God His blessed fuvour, had
very good health and well out of debt, than any oftice.  Yet, though the
EapA showed great affection, he marred all with violent courses . . . . Let
vour brother be of good cheer.”

But it is all in vain. This year, like the last, is spent in
writing petitionary letters to men in power; in hanging about
tho Court stairs in expectation of a royal summons; in currying
favour with the Vice-Chamberlain, hurrying from chambers to
Court, from Court to chambers, distracted between his legal
work and his suit : “ asserviling himself,” as he himself says, “ to
overy man’s charity ;” now beseeching and now reproaching the
great ones whom he suspects of thwarting him ; and all to fail
again (1593) with no result, nor prospect of a result, except that
the Queen is said to have expressed her satisfaction that Mr.
Francis Bacon has begun * to franme very well.”

Certainly if by “frame” the Queen meant “stoop to the
usages of Courts;” if what she desired to cffect was the com-
plete destruction of the stiff uncourtier-like pride which had
brought upon young Francis Bacon the rebuke of his uncle-in-
law, and the substitution of a temper approachiug to a supple
servility, her success is apparent to anyone who contrasts Bacon's
earlier languago to Lord Burghley with his present language to
Lord-Keeper Puckering. To the former he had written thys
in 1580 :—

“To your Lordship, whose recommendation, I know right well, hath
been material to advance her Majesty’s good opinion of me, I can be but a
bounden servant. So much may I safely promise and purpoee to be, seeing
public and private bonds vary not, but that my service to God, her Mqjesty,
and your Lordship draw in a line,”

1 That is, *“ despise the thought that his anxiety should be generally remarked."”
In the next seutence, *‘ the FapA " is the Earl of Essex, written, according to Lady
Au's manner, in Greek characters,
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But now, after an apprenticeship of fourteen ycars to the
manners of the Court, Bacon proffers himself as a “servant” to
Puckering—if only the latter will procure him the Solicitorship
—without any such lofty proviso as he thought fit to append to
his promises of gratitude to Burghley:

“A timoroua man is every body's, and a covetous man is his own. But
if your Lordship consider my nature, my course, my friends, my opinion
with her Majesty (if this eclipse of her fuvour were past) I hupe you will
think I am no unlikely piece of 1wvod to shape you a true servant of.” (19
April, 1594).

And finally when he fails, while smarting from what he
describes to Essex as an “ exquisite disgrace,” he can neverthe-
less write to the Queen that he “acknowledges the providenco
of God towards him that findeth it expedient for him to bear the
yoke in his youth.”

It has indeed been pointed out by Mr. Spedding and Professor
Gardiner that at least in one respect Bacon remained true to
himself during the whole of this miserable busincss. As might
have becn supposed, the Queen had by no means forgiven that
speech of his against the subsidies in 1593, for which she had
excluded him from her presence; and in June 1595 she gave
Burghley to understand her mind. But if she was waiting for
a retractation or apology, none was forthcoming. In his reply
to Burghley he refuses to believe that the Queen is really
offended with himn on these grounds. It is well known, he says,
that he was the first of the indepcndent maembers of the House
who spoke fur the subsidy ; “and that which I after spake, in
difference, was but on circumstances of time and manncer ; which
methinks should be no great matter, since there is variety
allowed in counsel, as a discord in music, to make it more per-
fect. ' But I may justly doubt, not so much her Majesty's
impression on this particular, as her conceit otherwise of my
insufficiency ;" and accordingly the rest of the letter is devoted
to the proof that he is “ sufficient.”

This letter is described as “most creditable to Bacon.” But
it is hard to see how, even as a place-seeker, he could bave
written otherwise. Was he to confess that he had been guilty
of popularity-hunting, or of captious opposition, and to prowise
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that he would not repeat the offence? Or to declare that,
although he had honestly and conscientiously given counsel for
the best, he would never thus give counsel again? By so doing
he would for ever have disqualified himself for any position of
trust, and rendered himself for ever incapable of tendering
advice with any hope that it would be reccived. The best thing
that he could do was to extenuate his opposition and to show
that his suggestions were merely differences of “circumstance.”
In reality he had opposed the Government on principle and not
merely on circumstance : “ This being granted in this sort, other
Princes hereafter will look for the like; so we shall put an ill
precedent wpon ourselves and to our posterity ”1—thus he had
spoken in the House; and similarly in his letter to Burghley
immediately after his speech, “ It is true that from the beginning,
whatsoever was above a double subsidy, I did wish might (for
precedent’s suke) appear to be extraordinary, and (for discontent’s
sake) might not have becn levied upon tho poorer sort;’” ® and
he had also maintained that the payment should be extended
over six years instead of threc. Rather important differences,
these, to be described as unimportant “ circumstances” of time
and manner, mere “ varicty ” of counsel, like * discord in music”
to make it more perfect! Yet with his usual inaccuracy Bacon
persuades himself, and endeavours to persuade the Queen, that
what is not convenient is not true. He could not, with any
hope of a useful result, confess that he had been disloyal, and
promise not to be disloyal again; but he could gloss the truth
and adapt facts ; and what he could do, he did.

All this while he is plunging deeper and deeper into debt,
receiving driblets of money from his brother Anthony, who
alienates an estate mainly for his sake ; begging his mothergo
consent to the alienation of a second estate; borrowing money
upon his reversionary clerkship; and dunned by creditors who
complain that they can get from him neither principal nor
interest. The generosity of the Earl of Essex, however, alle-
viated these latter burdens, On the final failure of his suit
(October or November, 1593), Bacon had written to his patron
a letter, in which he regrets ecspecially his loss of “means”;

1 Bacon's apeech on the Subsidy, Spedding i. 223.
s pid ”‘.Pe y, Spedding
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expresses his determination henceforth to follow philosophy and
not law; but adds that, though he reckons himself “a common”
—born, as he says elsewhere, “for the service of mankind"—
there was still at the Earl’s service «“ as much as is lawful to be
enclosed of a common.”

“To My Lorp or Essex,

“ It may please your good Lordship,

“] pray God her Mujesty’s weighing be not like the weight of a balance ;
gravia deorsum, levia sursum. But 1 am as far from being altered in
devotion towards her as I am from distrust that she will be altered in
opinion towards me, when she knoweth me better. For myself, I have
lost some opinion, some time, and some means. This is my account. But
then, for opinion, it is a blast that cometh and goeth ; for time, it is
trae it goeth and cometh not; but yet I have learned that it may be
redeemed.

“ For means, I value that most, and the rather because I am purposed
not to follow the practice of the law (if her Majesty command me in any
particular I shall be ready to do her willing service), and my reason is,
only because it drinketh too much time, which I have dedicated to better
purpose. But even for the point of estate and means, I partly lean to
Thales’ opinion, that a philosopher may be rich if he will. Thus your
Lordship seeth how I comfort myself ; to the increase whereof I would
fain please myself to believe that to be true which my Lord Treasurer
writeth, which i, that it is more than a philosopher morally can digest.
But without any such high conceit, I esteemn it like the pulling out of an
aching tooth, which I remember when I was a child and had little
philosophy, I was glad of it when it was done.

“For your Lordship, I do think myself more beholding to you than to
any man. And 1 say I reckon mysclf ns a common (not popular, but
common) ; and as much as is Jawful to be enclosed of a common 8o much
your Lordship shall be sure to ha e.

“ Your Lordship’s to obey your honourable coinmands,

More settled than ever.”

It was probably in response to this letter that Essex presented
him with a piece of land worth at that time eighteen hundred
pounds, or between seven and eight thousand pounds of our
money.}!

1 My reason for thinking that this letter (which is undated) was written before,
and not after, the gift of Essex, is that in speaking of his loes of ** means” he
rorkes no allusion whatever to the Earl’s munificence. It seems scarcely possible
that & man writing to a putron who had given bim a gift amounting to seven or
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Thus for a time Bacon’s most pressing necessities were met
and his suit for office, for the present, terminated.

Much as we may regret the tone and temper in which Bacon
sought for office and endured failure, we ought at least to do
him so much justice as to keep constantly before our minds,
even if we cannot altogether accept, his own statement of his
motives. He wished, so he tells us, to make money not for its
own sake, but in order to have time and means for the study of
philosophy. Apparently he made little by his practice at the
bar, and without “place of some reasonable countenance” he
could not hope for leisure, still less for the power of employing
others, or, as he expresses it in his letter to Burghley, “com-
mandment of more wits than a man’s own.” Conscious of this
motive, conscious also of abilities superior to those of many who
distanced him at the time in the competition for oflice, and
apparently marked by birth and brain for office of some kind,
he may not unnaturally have felt a more than commonly poig-
nant irritation at a rejection which not only overthrew his
highest hopes but conveyed the impression of being intended as
a mark of censure or contempt.

§ 7 BAconN's “DEvVICES;” “MR. BACON'S DISCOURSE IN THE
PRAISE OF H1S SOVEREIGN ;” “Promus”

During the period of Bacon’s suit for office his pen had been
almost idle. He had composed a couple of political pamphlets

cight thousand pounds of our money a week or two ago, should thus talk of lns
loss of ““means,” his especial regret for this loss, and his belief that a philosopher
can yet beocome *¢ rich il he will,” without a word of sperial acknowledgment for
the liberal gift which had gone far to cancel the loss,

But the question ia certainly complicated by another consideration. e
address, ‘It may please your good Lordship,” is more stiff and formal than 1s
usual from Bacon to Essex. In the large collection of Bacon's letters to Essex
thore is only one, up lo this date, that has this address ; and of that Jetter Mr.
Hpodding (1. 351) very justly says that **it was probably intended for the Quecn
lo read,” It is hy no means improlhable that lgis letter was tntended for the
ams pu : and, if so, all mention of the Earl's gift might be purposely
omnitted, olx'oct being to ahow the Queen that Francis Bacon was a3 loyal to
her as ever, and that his devotion to Fesex was limited by higher ronsiderationa,

In the Apology Bacon tells us that he accepted the gift with a verbal reservation
of allegiance to the Sovereign : ** I said, * My Lord, 1 see 1 must be your homager
and hold land of your glﬂ‘ ; but do yon know the maunner of doing homage in
law 'dx Always 1‘t is wl;th a hsaving of his faith to the K&n and his other Lords.” ™
S})ad' , iil. 144, But the 4pology cannot be de on, as an exact account
o facts,n‘m below, pp. 58, 61, pes
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and two or three Devices. The pamphlets call for no special
mention; but the Devices are noteworthy as exhibiting an
apparent change in Bacon's attitude towards philosophy. He
has described himself in an autobiographical passage above
quoted, as being, at one period of his life, * shaken by opinions,”
and temporarily diverted from philosophy. Some such diversion
may, I think, be traced if we compare the treatment of philo-
sophy by Bacon, first in his Conference of Pleasure in 1592, then
in the Gesta Grayorum in 1594, and last in the Device on the
Queen's Day in 1593. These works of Bacon are so little known
that no apology is needed for giving ample cxtracts from them.

The first represents Bacon, unused as yet to failure, trium-
phantly proclaiming the advent of a mew philosophy that will
carry all before it :—

“Tur I'naise or KNowLEDUE (1592)

“ Silence were the best celebration of that which I mean to commend ;
for who would not use silence there where silence is not made, and what
cricr can make silence in such a noise and tumult of vain and popular
opinions 1

“ My praisc shall be dedicate to the mind itself. The mind is the man
and knowledge mind ; a man is but what he knoweth. The mind itsclf is
but an accident to knowledge, for knowledge is a double of that which is,
The truth of being and the truth of knowing is all one.

“ Are not the pleasures of the affections greater than the pleasures of the
senses, and are not the pleasures of the intellect greater than the pleasures
of the affections ! Is not that only a true and natural pleasure whercof
there is no saticty ! Is not that knowledge alone that doth clear the mind
of all perturbations? How many things be there which we jimagine are
not { Jlow many things do we esteem and value more than they are?
These vain imaginations, these ill-proportioned cstilations, these be the
clouds of error that turn into the storms of perturbations. Is there then
any such happiness as for a man’s mind to be raiscd above the confusion
of things, where he may have a respect of the order of nature and the
error of wen !

“Is there but a view only of delight and not of discovery ' Of content-
ment and not of benefit? Shall we not discern as well the riches of
nature’s warchouse as the beanty of her shop? Is truth barren? Shall
we not thereby be able to produce worthy effects and to endow the life
of man with infinite commodities 1

“But shall I make this garland to be put upon a wrong head? Would
any man believe me if I should verify this upon the knowledge that is now
in use? Are we the richer by one poor invention by reason of all the
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learning that hath been this many hundred yems? The industry of
artificers maketh some emall improvements of things invented, and chance
sometimes in experimenting makes us stumble upon somewbhat that is new.
But all the disputations of the learned never brought fo light one effect
of nature before unknown. When things are known and found out, then
they can descant upon them ; they can knit them into certain causes ; they
can reduce them to their principles. If any instance of experience stand
against them, they can range it in order by some distinctions, But all this
is but a web of the wit : it can work nothing.

“I do not doubt but that commmon notions which we call reason, and the
knitting of them together, which we call logic or the art of reason, may
have use in popular studies ; hut they rather cast obscurity than give light
to the contemplation of nature. All the philosophy of nature which is now
received is either the philorophy of the Grecians or that other of the
Alchemists. That of the Grecians hath the foundation in words, in osten-
tation, in confutation, in sects, in auditories, in schnols, in disputations,
The Grecians are, as one of them saith, ‘ You Grecians ever children.’
They kuew little antiquity, They knew (except fables) not much above
800 years before themselves. They knew but a small portion of the
world, That of the Alchemists hath the foundation in imposture, in
auricular traditions and obscurity. It was catching hold of religion, but
the best principle of it is populus vult decipi: so as I know no great
difference between these great philosophers, but that the oue is a loud
erying folly, the other a whispering folly : the one is gathered out of a
fow vulgar observations, and the other out of a few experiments of the
furnace : the one never faileth to multiply words, and the other oft faileth
to multiply gold.

“ Who would not smile at Aristotle, when he admireth the eternity and
invariableness of the heavens, as if there were not the like in the bowels
of the earth. They be the confines and borders of these two great
kingdoms, where the continual alterations and incursions are. The super-
ficies and upper part of the earth is full of variety, the superficies anc
lower part of the heavens, which we call the middle region of the air, 1s
full of variety. There is much spirit in the one place which cannot be
brought into mass, there is murh massy body in the other place which
cannot be refined into epirit : the common air is as the waste grodhd
butween the borders

“ Who would not emile at astronomers, I mean not these new car-men
which drive the earth about, but the ancient astronomers that feign the
moon to be the swiftest of the planets in motion, and the rest in order,
the higher the slower, and so are compelled to imagine a double motion ?
Whereas how evident is it that that which they call a contrary motion is
but an abatement of motion! The fixed stars overgo Saturn, and Satnrn
leaveth behind him Jupiter, and 80 in them and the rest all is but one
motion, and the nearer the earth the slower. A motion also whereof the air
and the water do participate though much interrupted.
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“But why do I in a conference of pleasure enter into these great matters
in sort that, pretending to know much, I should know not season i Pardon
me, it was because almost all things may be indued and adorned with
speeches, but knowledge itself is more beautiful than any apparel of words
that can be put upon it.

“ And Jet me not seem arrogant, without respect to these great reputed
authore. Let me 8o give every man his due, as 1 give time his due, which
8 to discover truth. Many of these men had greater wity, far above mine
own, and 8o are many in the universities of Europe at this day. But alas !
they learn nothing there but to believe ; firat to believe that others know
that which they know not, and after [that] themselves know that which
they know not. But indeed facility to believe, impatience to doubt,
temerity to amsever, glory to know, doubt to contradict, end to gain, sloth
to search, seeking things in words, resting in a part of nature, these and
the like have been the things which have forbidden the happy match
between the mind of a man and the nature of things, and in place thereof
have married it to vain notions and blind experiments. And what the
posterity and issuc of so honourable u match may be it is not hard to
conxider,

“ Printing, a gross invention ; artillery, a thing not far out of the way ;
the needle, a thing partly known before ; what a change have these three
made in the world in these times, the one in the state of learning, the other
in the state of war, the third in the state of treasure, commodities and
navigation !  And these were, as I say, but stumbled upon and lighted
on hy chance.

“Therefore no doubt the sovereignty of man lieth hid in knowledge
whercin many things are reserved which kings with their treasure cannot
buy, nor with their force command ; their spies and intelligencers can give
no news of them: their scamen and discoverers cannot sail where they
grow. Now we govern nature in opiniona, but are thrall to her in
necessities, But if we would be led by her [in] invention, we should
command her in action.” ! ’

The second eulogy of knowledge is couched in humbler terms.
It bhas less of the imperious, arrogant, and almost wilfully
obscure and mystical tone of the eulogist in the Conference of
Pleasure. It is more practical, and while adhering to the in-
ductive method, lays greater stress on the influence of wealth
and power in furthering philosophic investigations :—

“ THE Secoxp COUNXSELLOR, ADVISING TRE STUDY OF PHILOSOrHY (1594)

“It may seem, most cxcellent Prince, that my Lord, which now hath
spoken, did never read the just censures of the wisest men, who compared
great conquerors to great rovers and witches, whose power is in destruction

1 Mr. Spedding's edition of the Conference of Pleasure. Longmans, 1870, or
Life and , i. p. 123.
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and not in preservation, Else would he never have advised your Excellency
to become as some comet or blazing star, which should threaten and
portend nothing but death and dearth, combustions, and troubles of the
world. And whereas the governing faculties of men are two, force and
reason, whereof the one is brute and the other divine, he wisheth you for
your principal ornament and regality, the talons of the eagle to catch the
prey, and not the piercing sight which seeth into the bottom of the sea.
But I contrariwise will wish unto your Highness the exercise of the best
and purest part of the mind, and the most innocent and meriting conquest,
being the conquest of the works of nature ; making this proposition, that
you bend the excellency of your spirits to the searching out, inventing,
and discovering of all whatsoever is hid and secret in the world ; that
your Excellency be not as o lamp that shineth to others and yet seeth not
itself, but as the Eye of the World, that both carrieth and useth light.

“ Antiquity, that presenteth unto us in dark visions the wisdom of
former times informeth ws that the [governments of] kingdoms have
always had an affinity with the secrets and mysteries of learning. Amongst
the Persians, the kings were attended on by the Magi. The Gymnosophists
had all the government under the princes of Asia; and generally those
kingdoms were accounted most happy that had rulers most addicted to
philosophy. The Ptolemies in Egypt may be for instance ; and Salomon
was a man 80 seen in the universality of nature that he wrote an herbal of
all that was green upon the earth. No conquest of Julius Casar made
him so remembered as the Calendar. Alexander the Great wrote to
Aristotle upon the publishing of the Physics, that he esteemed more of
excellent men in knowledge than in emnpire.

“ And to this purpose I will commend to your Highness four principal
works and monuments of yourself. First, the collecting of*a most perfect
and general library, wherein whatsoever the wit of man hath heretofore
committed to bovks of worth, be they ancient or modern, printed or
manuscript, European or of other parts, of one or other language, may be
made contributory to your wisdom. Next, a spacious, wonderful garden,
wherein whatsoever plant the sun of divers climates, out of the earth of
divers moulds, either wild or by the culture of man, brought forth, may be,
with that care that appertaineth to the good prospering thereof, set and
cherished ; this garden to be built about with rooms to stable in all rare
beasts and to cage in all rare birds, with two lakes adjoining, the one of
fresh water, the other of salt, for like variety of fishes. And so you
may have in small compass a model of universal nature made private
The third, a goodly huge cabinet, wherein whatsoever the hand of man by
exquisite art or engine hath made rare in stuff, form, or motion ; whatso-
gver singularity, chance, and the shufile of things hath produced ; whatsoever
pature hath wrought in things that want life and may be kept, shall be
sorted and included. The fourth, such a still-house, so furnished with
mills, instruments, farnaces, and vessels as may be a palace fit for a philo-
sopher’s stone. Thus, when your Excellency shall have added depth of
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knowledge to the fineness of [your] spirits and greatness of .your power,
then indeed shall you be a Trismegistus, and then. when all other miracles
and wonders shall cease, by reason that you shall have discovered their
natural chuges, yourself shall be left the only miracle and wonder of the
world.”?

The third eulogy ditfers greatly from the first two. It eulo-
gises contemplation ruther than knowledge, and it is put into
the mouth of a hermit, who is but one of three servants of
Philautia, or Selfishness, seceking to decoy the Squire’s Master
(Essex) from the love and service of the Queen.

“THe HERMIT'S SPEECH IN THE PRESENCE (1595)

“Though our ende be diverse, and therefore may be one more just than
another, yet the complaint of this Squire is gencral, and therefore alike
unjust against us all. Albeit he is angry that we offer ourselves to his
master uncalled, and forgets we come not of ourselves, but as the mes-
sengers of Self-Love, from whom all that comes should be well taken. e
saith when we come we are importunate, If he mean that we err in form,
we have that of his master, who, being a lover, useth no other form of
soliciting. If he will charge us to err in matter, I for my part will
presently prove that I persuade him to nothing but for his own good.
For I wish him to leave turning over the book of fortune, which is but a
play for children, where there be so many books of truth and knowledge
better worthy the revolving; and not fix his view only upon a picture in a
little table, where there be so many tables of histories, yea to life, excellent
to behold and admire.

“ Whether he believe me or no, there is no prison to the prison of the
thoughts, which are free under the greatest tyrants. Shall any man make
his conceit, as an anchor, mured up with the compass of one beauty or
person, that may have the liberty of all contermplation ? Shall he exchange
the sweet travelling through the universal variety for one wearisome and
endless round or labyrinth? Let thy master, Squire, offer his service to
the Muses, It is long since they received any into their court. They give
alms continually at their gate, that mnany come to live upon ; but few have
they ever admitted into their palace. There shall he find secrets not
dangerous to know, sides and parties not factious to hold, precepts and
commandments not penal to disobey.

“The gardens of love wherein he now playeth himself are fresh to-day
and fading to-morrow, as the sun comforts them or is turned from them.
But the gardens of the Muses keep the privilege of the golden age : they
ever flourish and are in league with time. The monuments of wit survive
the monuments of power ; the verses of a poet endure without a syllable

! 8pedding, i. 335.
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lost, while states and empires pass many periods. Let him not think he
shall descend, for he is now upon a hill as & ship is mounted upon the
ridge of & wave; but that hill of the Muses is above tempests, always
clear and calm ; a hill of the goodliest discovery that man can hdve, being
o prospect upon all the errors and wanderings of the present and former
times. Yea, in some cliff [T] it leadeth the eye beyond the horizon of
time, and giveth no obscure divinations of times to come,

“ 8o that if he will indeed lead vitam vitalem, a life that unites safety
and dignity, pleasure and merit ; if he will win admiration without envy ;
if he will be in the feast and not in the throng, in the light and not in the
heat ; let him embrace the life of study and contemplation, And if he
will accept of no other reason, yet because the gift of the Muses will
enworthy him in his love, and where he now looks on his mistress’s outside
with the eyes of sense, which are dazzled and amazed, he shall then behold
her high perfections and heavenly mind with the eyes of judgment, which
grow stronger by more nearly and more directly viewing such an object.” !

Contrasted with the first passionate Praise of Knowledge
written in 1592, the Praise of Contemplation, in 1595, seems
cold indeed. The Hermit’s speech is addressed to a Squire who
is represented as being lured from the service of her Majesty
by three different ministers of Philautia or Selfishness, the
Hermit, the Soldier, and the Statesman. The Squire rejects
them all.

“$¢You, Father, that pretend to truth and knowledge’—thus he addresses
the Hermit—¢how are you assured that you adore not vain chimeras and
imaginations ! that in your high prospect, when you think men wander up
and down, that they stand not indeed still in their place, and it is some
smoke or cloud between you and them which moveth, or else the dazzling
of your own eyes? Have not many which take themselves to be inward
counsellors with Nature proved but idle believers, that told us tales which
were no such matter?’” 2

1t is of course Essex, not Bacon, who is intended to spea.k‘
through the Squire, and to assure the Queen that for her sake
he renounces the works of Philautia, and will devote himself to
her Majesty’s service : but I find it hard to resist the conviction
that in the contrast between the Device of 1592 and the Device
of 1595, one may read a change in the mind of Bacon also.
The vagueness of the prospects of philosophy seems at this
time to have impressed him with new force, and to have been

! Spedding, i. 378-80, * Spedding, i. p. 398.
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contrasted with the present and substantial realities of a life of
action. There is no other period in Bacon’s life to which we can
point with more probability as being the time when he was
‘““ made to waver,’! as he tells us, and tempted to set Science on
oue side. There was interest enough and variety enough in the
study of the New Philosophy ; but who would guarantee that it
should not prove a chase after mere phantoms ? “ Attend,” says
the Squire to the Hermit, *“ attend, you beadsman of the Muses,
you take your pleasure in a wilderness of variety ; but ¢ is dut
of shadows.”

Where a man has two motives, the love of power and the love
of knowledge, and these two conflicting, and now one, now the
other uppermost, it must necessarily be impossible without a
great mass of evidence, to determine which motive from time to
time prevails with him. If we are to believe Francis Bacon,
power and wealth had always been in his mind subordinate to
the interests of philosophy. He coveted office—so we found
him writing to Lord Burghley years ago—not for its own sake
but because it would give him command of wits other than his
own. To the same effect he expresses himself in the theories
of his later years. “No man’s fortune,” he writes in the
Advancement of Learning, “can be an end worthy of his being
. . . . but nevertheless fortune as an organ of virtue and merit
deserveth the consideration.” 2

Elsewhere he blames “ the tenderness and want of compliance
in some of the most ancient and revered philosophers, who
retired too easily from civil business that they might avoid
indignities and perturbations, and live (as they thought) more
saint-like,”® And again, “if is of no little importance to the
dignity of literature that a man, naturally fitted rather for
literature than for anything else, and borne by some destiny,
against the inclination of his genius, into the business of active
life, should bave risen to such high amd honourable appoint-
ments.”* This then is Bacon’s own explanation of his motives :
he professes to seek knowledge first (the highest kind of
power), and place or office, second ; and he seeks office mainly

1 Bee note on p. 27, above. 2 SEedding, Works, iil, 456.
3 Spedding, Works, v. p. 10. $16. v. 79.
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as a step to the attainment and diffusion of knowledge, but
also as an “organ of virtue and merit” generally.

Whether Bacon was not deceiving himself in this account ot
his own motives may very reasonably be questioned: but there
seems little doubt that this self-deceit, if it was self-deceit, was
as sincere as most of such convenient self-deceits usually are.
It must always be very hard todetermine where self-deceit ends
and hypocrisy begins, and Bacon seems to have had more than
ordinary powers of deceiving himself. Let us admit that he
came by degrees to admire and to seek power and wealth for
their own sakes—yet the high tone of self-respect which he
retained to the very last, indicates that, in his own estimation at
all events, he was pursuing fortune throughout his life, only as
“an organ of virtue and merit.”

Up to this point in his career he has done nothing greatly
inconsistent with his professions of allegiance to truth first, and
to power only as a means towards the attainment of truth. But
now there are symptoms that he is beginning to waver. The
independent attitude which he had assumed towards the Crown,
had issued in consequences for which he had been unprepared.
The fiat of the Queen had kept him in torture for three years.
Such a power was not to be trifled with ; and it is not surprising
if he conceived a new respect for it.

“ Four lagging winters and four wanton springs
Eud in a word ; such is the breath of kings,”

—this is the exclamation of Bolingbroke musing on the delight-
ful powers of monarchy. Very similar seems to have been the
fecling of Bacon towards the high powers which had made himg
‘“bear the yoke in his youth” 1In comparison with so
present and real a power, what were the dreams of science ?
In case the realm of philosophy, which he had mapped out
for himself in habitable and culturable provinces, should turn
out, as the Squire had predicted, to be nothing but an unsub-
stantial “ wilderness of shadows,” would it not be well to secure
the favour of the Queen, and a definite position in the Court,
which might receive him into substantial habitations ?

The same occasion which gave rise to the Discourse in Praise
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of Knowledge produced also Mr. Bacon's Discourss in the
Praise of his Sovercign. That Bacon’s admiration for the
Queen was sincere, we know for the best of all reasons, because
be praised her during the reign of her successor ;1 and although
the Discourse abounds with what we should now describe as
adulation, it shows some discretion in the delicate handling of
her defects (“a certain dryness and parsimony” in expenses
« for the honour of her house” is partly denied, partly defended
by “the universal manners of the times"”) as well as in the
just selection of her best characteristics, and especially her
“ magnanimity ” in the face of the Spanish foe :—3

“ No praise of magnanimity, nor of love, nor of knowledge can inter-
cept her praise that planteth and nourisheth magnanimity by her example,
love by her person, and knowledge by the peace and serenity of her times ;
and if these rich pieces be so fair, unset ; what are they, set, and set to all
perfection ?

* Magnanimity no doub$ consisteth in contempt of peril, in contempt of
profit, and in the meriting of the times wherein one liveth.

“ For contempt of peril, see a lady that cometh to a crown after the
experience of some adverse fortune, which for the most part extenuateth
the mind, and maketh it apprehensive of fears. . . . . Sec a Queen, that
when her realm was to have been invaded by an army the preparation
whereof was like the travail of an elephant, the provisions whereof were
infinite, the setting forth whereof was the terror and wonder of Europe ; it
was not seen that her cheer, her fashion, her ordinary manner, was anything
altered ; not a cloud of that storm did appear in that countenance wherein
peace doth ever shine; but with excellent assurance and advised security
she inspired her council, animated her nobility, redoubled the courage of
her people ; still having this noble apprehension, not only that ehe would
communicate her fortune with them, but that it was she that would pro-
tect them, and not they her ; which she testified by no less demonstration
than her presence in camp. Therefore that magnanimity that feareth
neither greatness of alteration, nor the vows of conspirators, nor the power
of the enemy, is more than heroical.”

As a specimen of the adulatory style—pedantical as well as
adulatory—for which we might perhaps plead that Bacon’s own
taste is not so much to blame as his chameleon-like instinct
of adapting his style to his atmosphere—take the following : —

% Now pass to the excellencies of her person. The view of them wholly
and not severally do [#ic] make so sweet a wonder, as I fear to divide

them again. _
1 Ree below, p. 150, ? Spedding, i. 126.
E
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« Nobility, extracted out of the royal and victorious line of the kings of
England ; yea, both roses, white and red, do as well flourish in her nobility
as in her beauty.

“ Health such as was like she should have that was brought forth by
two of the most goodly princes in the world, in the strength of their years,
in the heat of their love ; that hath been injured neither with an over-
liberal nor over-curious diet ; that hath not been softened by an umbratile
life still under the roof, but strengthened by the use of the pure and open
air ; that still retaineth flower and vigour of youth.

“ For the beauty and many graces of her presence, what colours are fine
enough for such a portraiture? Let no light poet be used for such a
deacription, but the chastest and the royalest.?

“Of her gait, Et vera incessu patuit Dea ;

“ Of her voice, Nec vowv hominem sonat ;

“ Of her eye, Et laetos oculis afflavit honores ;

« Of her colour, Indum sanguineo veluti violaverit ostro
Si quis ebur ;

“Of her neck, Et rosea cervice refulsit ;

“Of her breast, Veste sinus collecta fiuentes ;

“ Of her hair, Ambrosiaeque comae divinum vertice odorem
Spiravere,

“If this be presumption, let him bear the blame that oweth ? the verses.”

Special circumstances may have given to this eulogy a
peculiar and serious interest. Only a week before its delivery,
a copy of & pamphlet had been sent to Anthony Bacon by one
of the Lurd Keeper's secretaries, entitled Responsio ad Edictum
Reginae Angliae, supposed to have been written by Father
Parsons, attacking the anti-Roman legislation which had followed
the defeat of the Armada, and charging the Queen’s Government
with all the evils of England and all the disturbances of
Christendom. It is possible that Bacon’s Discourse was meant
to be, as in fact it was, a reply to the pamphleteer. In an
case when he was subsequently encouraged to undertake
direct reply to Parsons, he worked up a great deal of the
material of the Discourse into another much larger treatise
entitled Certain Observations made wpon a Libel Published this
Present Year, 1592, The title indicates that it must have been
composed 25 March, 1598, according to our present reckoning.

The conflict in Bacon’s mind during this period is curiously
illustrated by a little collection of extracts, proverbs, and thoughts

Virgil. 3 {.e owneth,
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jotted down by him in the Christmas vacation of 1594 and
called a Promus (i.e. Dispenser, or Steward) of Formularies and
Elegancies® Many of the extracts bear witness to his aversion
to the practice of the law and to his love of philosophy,
such as:—

(1.) Vae vobis, juris periti !

(2.) Nec me verbosas leges ediscere, nec me

Ingrato voces prostituisse foro.

Others express his desire to return to his old philosophic life :—

(1.) Vitae me redde priori.
(2.) I had rather know than be known.

Others express his contempt for the existing standard of
knowledge :—

(1.) In academiis discunt credere,

(2.) Vos adoratis quod nescitis.

(3.) Vos, Gracci, semper pueri.

(4.) Scientiam canimus inter perfectos.

Others express his sense of the grandeur of his philosophic
plans, and, at one time, the possibility of failurc, at another
time, the glorious completeness of the ultimate fulfilment :—

(1.) Quem si non tenuit, magnis tamen excidit ausis,
(2.) Conamur tenues grandia.
(3.) Aspice venturo laetentur ut omnia saeclo.

Independently of other interests, many of the notes in the
Promus are valuable as illustrations of the manner in which
Bacon’s method of thought influenced bim even in the merest
trifles. Analogy, with him, is all-pervasive. If you can say
« good-morrow,” why should you not also say “ good-dawning " ?
If you can anglicise some French words, why not others? Why
not, for example, say “ good-swoear ” (i.e. “ good-soir ") for “good
night,” and “good-matens” for “good morning”? Instead of
“ gwi-light,” why not try “vice-light”? In the place of “ad-
venturous,” how much more novel and choice is “remuant” |
On the other hand, is not the usual Latin-derived “impudent”
less forcible than the vernacunlar but novel “ brased ™

1 Published for the first time in full by Mrs, Henry Pott. Longmsans, Green
and Co., 1883,
E 2
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Other extracts from the Promus have quite a different, and
more than a merely linguistic, interest. They are repartees and
retorts, occasionally of an uncomplimentary nature—such as in his
note-book of 1608 he systematically entitled “ Disparagement.’
In some of these Bacon dcliberately writes down some good
quality, and, opposite to it, a disparaging description of it. If,
for example, your adversary speaks easily, you are to say, “ Yes,
but not wisely;” if he puts pros and cons in a dramatic way
by question and answer, you are to remark with a sneer,
“ Notwithstanding his dialogues, he proves nothing,” and so on :—

(1.) No wise speech, though easy and voluble. .

(2.) Notwithstanding his dialogues (of one that giveth life to his speech by
way of question),

(8.) He can tell a tale well (of those courtly yifts of speech which are
better in describing than in considering).

(4.) A good comediante (of one that hath good grace in his speech).

It is impossible to read these forms of “disparagement,” with-
out being reminded that Francis Bacon, in his recent suit, had
probably found occasion to use them. More than once at that
time he is found urging his intimate friend Essex to remember
the “ exceptions " against Coke and his other competitors, as when
he begs him to “drive in the nail for the Huddler.”? But it is
a terrible falling off that the man who wrote the Greatest Dirth
of Time in 1583 should think it right or seemly in 1594, not only
to suffer his mind to rest on such petty tricks of the Art of the
Architecture of Fortune (as he afterwards called it), but even to
commit them to paper. “ How can a man comprenend great
matters,” asks Bacon in the Essays, “ that breaketh his mind too
much to small observations!”?® It is characteristic of a
philosopher that he apprehended most, not the moral, bgt
the intellectual dangers, attendant on petty pursuits. But in
reality the moral danger was the more imminent of the
two. No one could pursue the petty arts of Court-advance-
ment without becoming morally callous. Bacon has already

1 i.e. Racon's rival, Coke, Spedding, i. 263—3. 1 do not know why thi
was given to Coke, unless beul’;g n.".fu (or Bacon) wished toimply thzt ﬂ: ::::
Unauished, principhe: . Conp. Clamberiains oiproion (Sptdu, o oo
, ples.  Comp. mberlain's expressi i ii. 21
’" 3‘!\0 Pnh;ln;u;tﬂ Auddles in \sgl\ matters.” (Bped b
M’ l L] -
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lost the youthful indifference to wealth and power with
which he had entered on Court-life when he was determined
to be “like himself:” he has now begun to “frame.” But will
the “ framing > be favourable to the moral development of the
philosopher who is “born for the utility of mankind”? Is it
possible to pursue office and power with so much passion, and
to cultivate the arts of pushing and disparaging so assiduously
without ultimately forgetting that fortune is only worthy of
consideration when it is “the organ of merit and virtue” ?
That is a question which the further life of Bacon may perhaps
help us to answer.

[1596—9)
§ 8 BacoN A8 THE COUNSELLOR OF ESSEX

A vacancy in the Mastership of the Rolls in the spring of
1596 gave Bacon a new prospect of office; but he no longer
openly makes Essex the medium of his application. He wished
to have it believed and to be able himself to assert, if necessary,
that he had had no communication with Essex on the subject ; and
this motive suggested a petty falsehood not pleasant to record.
Writing to the Earl ke makes no mention of the vacancy ; but the
letter to the Earl is inclosed in one to Anthony Bacon, in which
Francis begs his brother to secure the Earl’s interest, but to say
that he (Francis) has no knowledge of the communicalion between
Anthony and Esscx.

Although, however, Francis Bacon had probably resolved that
he would for the future avoid so far committing himself to the
Earl as to incur the enmity of the Ceeils, it is clear that he had
not yet determined to give up Essex. The Favourite's influence
with the Queen was undoubtedly not so great as had been
supposed ; but it was yet possible that he might regain and
retain at its highest the royal favour, if only he could be induced
to adopt wise counsels; and in spite of all his faults, his im-
pulsiveness, changeableness and hot temper, he had at least the
merit of being ready to listen to advice and even to rebuke.
“I would have given a thousand pounds to have had one hour's
speech with you,” writes the Earl to an old friend in a fit of
passionate despair after one of his earliest quarrels with the
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Queen ; and Bacon himself, noting this characteristic, writes to
an agent of Essex: “The more plainly and frankly you shall
deal with my Lord, admonishing him of any error which in this
action he may commit, such is his Lordship’s nature the better
he will take it.”

Appearing now therefore (October, 1596), for the first time so
far as we know, in the character of the Earl's counsellor, Bacon
addresses himself at once to the object which Essex should aim
at, and the means by which he should attain it. The object was
the Queen's favour; and the means, obsequiousness—or, as
Bacon calls it, “correspondence and agreeableness” to the
Queen. The Favourite had attained his position as a mere
youth and retained it hitherto by his hold on Elizabeth’s
affections ; but his counsellor foresaw that “favour of affec-
tion” is more transitory and untrustworthy than “favour of
correspondence,”

But by nature Essex was eminently unfitted to “ correspond ; ”
the task demanded a constant self-suppression, not to say
dissimulution, and Essex was the frankest and most open of
courtiers, “a great resenter,” says Wotton, “and no good pupil
to my Lord of Leicester who was wont to put all passions in
his pocket ;" “one that always carried on his brow either love
or hatred and did not understand concealment” writes Cuffe,
his private secretary. To such a character, utterly devoid of
that “ discreet subtlety in the composition,” and that “ comparity
and conformity of manners” without which, says Clarendon,
“no man in any age or court shall be eminent in the aulical
function "—Francis Bacon now undertakes to offer advice on
the Arts of a Courtier.

The Queen, he says, is in danger of receiving five unfavoug-
able impressions of the Earl, which impressions must be avoid
by five remedies. The first impression is that he is “ opiniastre
and not rulable;” this is to be avoided by pretending to take
up projects which he is to drop at the Queen’s bidding, “ as if
you would pretend a journey to see your living and estate
towards Wales and the like.” The second is, “of a militar
dependenco ;" this Essex must “keep in substance but abolish
it in shews to the Queen,” pretending to be as bookish and
conteniplative as he was in the days of his youth, before the
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Earl of Leicester—to quote Wotton again—drew him first into
“ the fatal circle from a kind of resolved privateness at his house
at Lampsie in South Wales, when, after the academical life, he
had taken such a taste for the rural as I have heard him say
that he could well have bent his life to a retired course.”
The third is the fear of “a popular reputation.” The only
remedy is to quench it “ verbis” not “rebus;” to take occasion
to blame popularity in all others, “but nevertheless to go on
in your honourable commonwealth courses as you do.” The
fourth and fifth impressions are that the Earl is careless about
money matters, and that he takes advantage of his position
as favourite. The former is to be remedied by increased
prudence and by changing some of his servants; the latter
by introducing a tool of his own info the position of minor
favourite,

In this counsel there is much that is sagacious, especially in
the advice to avoid military expeditions and to shun the sus-
picion of popularity ; but from first to last it is spoiled by the
trickiness which breathes through every precept; and Bacon
ought to have known that it was poculiarly unfit for Essex, who
was the last man in the world to be able to carry into effect such
a scheme of systematic dissimulation. Essex might attempt
to carry out the letter of some of these precepts—indeed, as we
shall immediately see, he did make the attempt in one case,
with no satisfactory results—but he could not imbue himse¢lf with
their spirit. It is possible that if the Earl had been frankly
warned that it was his duty, not only “in shews” but also in
“ substance,” to subordinate some of his own inclinations to the
will of the Queen, in order that he might the better serve his
country, some real good might have been done; but, as it was,
this and similar advice may not improbably be considered
responsible (see p, 57) for at least one false step on the Earl’s
part; and on the whole we may say, in the language of the
Kssays, that few things did Easex more harm than that the friend
in whom he placed most trust gave him advice that was rather
cunning than wise.!

At the time when this advice was given, the Earl was in high
favour; but in the spring of the next ycar (1597) he was once

! Eways, xxil, 119.
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more quarrelling with the Queen, and we find him so far adopt-
ing Bacon's advice that he “ pretended a journey toward Wales,”
from which he desisted at the command of the Queen, But the
abruptness of his behaviour neutralised the concession; and his
passion for adventure and distinction in war induced him
wholly to disregard that most valuable part of Bacon’s warning
which touched on “ militar dependence.”

During the next two years there is little extant correspon-
dence between the two friends, and Bacon's A4pology declares
that Essex discontinued asking his advice. But such evidence
as we possess tends rather to show that Essex continued to ask
for it, but Bacon discontinued giving it. 1n 1598 we find Bacon
writing that he has no time fo atlend his pairon, “ nor now to
write fully;” in the same year Essex sends him information
about affairs in Ireland and desires his advice thereon ; and in
the following year Essex even complains of Bacon's silence on
matters affecting the Earl’s interests. This is but one of many
interests where Bacon’s dpology seems to be at variance with
his letters.

It is probably not without significance that the first edition of
the Essays which appeared about this time (1397) was not dedi-
cated to Essex, but to Anthony Bacon. There is no reason to
suppose that Francis Bacon considered this little volume un-
worthy of being dedicated to the Earl. The second edition was
dedicated (originally) to Prince Henry; the third, to Bucking-
ham. Equally small, or smaller, treatises were inscribed with the
names of the Marquis of Salisbury, and Prince Charles. The
probability is, therefore, that he would not dedicate the book to
the Earl of Essex for fear of offending the Cecilian faction; and
this probability is increased by the manner in which Anthon
a8 it were, re-dedicates the work to Essex and begs “leave 3
transfer my interest unto your Lordship.”

The special need of advice in 1598 arose from the critical
position of Ireland at that time, owing to the rebellion of
Tyrone, In a first letter Bacon advises him to turn his atten-

tion to affairs in Ireland; in a second (March 1598) he goes
further :

“But that your Loniship is too easy in such cases to pase from dis-
simulation to verity, T think if your Lordship lent your reputation in this
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X
case—that is to pretend that, if peace go not om, aud the Queen mean not
to make a defensive war, as in times past, but a full reconquest of those parts
of the country, you would accept the charge--I think it would help to
settle Tyrone in his seeking accord, and win you a great deal of honour

gratis."’

It is scarcely credible that in such a crisis the Cecilian and
Essexian factions should have aimed at utilising the Irish
troubles for mere party aggrandisement; still less that both
parties should seek to impose the burdensome command of the
forces in Ireland upon a political enemy. But a previous letter
of Essex proves that he had some time before suspected the Cecils
of a desire to ruin him by sending him away from the Court to
fail in Ireland ; and on the present occasion there was no dis-
guise. Essex was for sending Carew, the friend of Cecil;
Cecil named Knollys, Essex's uncle—each with the view of dis-
crediting the opposite party by failure, In a stormy council-
meeting, the insolent conduct of Essex so infuriated the Queen
that she struck him, and had him ignominiously thrust from
the council chamber. He went into a sullen retirement, whence
he did not cmerge till after the death of Burghley, when the
disaster of Blackwater (14 August 1598), and the consequent
rebellion of the whole of Ireland, had caused “the full re-
conquest ” of that country—to repeat the words of the Earl's
counsellor—to become the main problem of the time. In an
evil hour Essex now adopted that counsellor’s too subtle address
to “ pretend ” that he would accept the command. In vain did
he afterwards attempt to draw back. “Passing from dissimula-
tion to verity” (the very danger agailist which Bacon had
warned him, but to which bhe had exposed him) he committed
himself irrevocably.

His genuine unwillingness to accept the command is proved
by a recently published letter (1 January, 1599) from the Earl
to his intimate friend Southampton, who vehemently dissuades
him from going.! “I am tied in my own reputation to use no
tergiversation; the Queen hath irrevocably decreed it, the
Council do passionately urge it.”” He is aware of all the
dangers of absence from Court, and the designs of enemies, but

1 This letter was communicated to me by the late Professor Brewer and first
published in Bacon and Essez, p. 110, whers it is given in full,
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there is no help for it; “into Ireland I go” Vain are his
attempts to disengage himself by alleging pretexts of insuf-
ficient supplies and forces: “he could ask mnothing,” says
Camden, “ which he did not obtain by the officious, not to say
crafty, assistance of his adversaries.” Such was his dread of
the Cecilian plots at Court in his absence, that even at the last
moment he refused to depart without an express permission
under the broad seal to return whenever he pleased.

A few days before the Earl’s departure (27 March, 1599)
Bacon, in answer to his friend’s complaint, that he had
been “silent in his occasions,” writes a letter in which he
presages success, enlarges on the honour bestowed on him by the
Queen in selecting him for this duty, and adds that the success
is not to be depreciated by calling the Irish “barbarians;” for
the Romans highly esteemed their triumphs gained over similar
races, such as “ the Germans, Britons, and divers others.” It is
a curious ipstance of Bacon’s unphilosophic tendency to adapt
his memory to his desires, that in the A4pology, by a slight
addition to the context, he completely reverses the temor of
this letter, and, in particular, the reference to the Britons and
Germans. He did protest, he then writes, against the Earl's going,
warning him that he would “ exulcerate the Queen’s mind ” and
adding that the Zrish would prove no less troublesome enemies than
“the ancient Gauls or Germans or Britons” had proved lo the
Romans in old times. This is but one among many reasons for
preferring the indirect evidence of Bacon’s letters to the direct
testimony of the A4pology wherever we have both, and for placing
very little confidence in the Apology where it is unsupported by
external evidence.!

! Professor Gardiner (Dict. Nat. Biog., i. 838) while admitting the possibility
that Bacon's memory {’hyed him false, adds, ‘*It is also ible that there were
really two Sll:ttm) written, the one before Essex had 1 p his mind, and the
other after he had determined on his course, and that Bwon might urge at one
time thnt people like the Pritons and Gauls were hard to conquer, and at the other

that ht be achieved b them into order, Such repetitions sre
e J&, Bucon's aiglo ¥ 1518 them i pe

m
"ﬁmh the passage from the actwal letter :—

* And ¥ any man be of opinion that ibe nature of the evemy doth atnuh honour of
t\umba.hdnghutnnhe!mduuvm—-l differ from Mim. For 1 sce the Justest triumpha
that the FRomana in their geatn id obtajn were of such an spem this, that is, le
um‘:namrmmwuﬂu:“mw&; akind of '“{‘Wm
Asrebened H’ in woods m. m M,'
nese af thelr aworde.  Such were the Germans and ﬂldlc and divers -

Here is the account in the Apodogy.
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The same administrative incapacity which in the French
campaign of 1591 enabled Essex to waste away an army of
four thousand Englishmen to one thousand, without having any
result to show for it, now joined with bad weather and the Earl's
ill-health to produce a no less miserable failure in Ireland.
Indignant at his want of succeas, the Qucen cancelled her pro-
mise of permission to return, and ordered him to advise her.
“ particularly in writing” of the terms on which he had made a
truce with Tyrone. But Essex had pledged his word to Tyrone
(s0o he asserted) that the terms should not be committed to
writing, lest his enemies should send them to Spain. Taking
advantage of this dilemnma, the Earl determined to act upon the
Queen’s cancelled promise, and to break her last orders by re-
turning to Court to plead his cause in ‘person. The Declaration
of the Treasons of Kssex accuses him of intending at this
time to surprise the Court with the aid of “some two hundred
resolute gentlemen.” But he had no more than six attend-
ants with him when, early in the morning of the 28th of
September, 1599, he threw himself on his knees before the
Queen.

§ 9 Tue FaLL oF Essex

For the next eleven months Essex was under restraint, and
for the greater part of the time a close prisoner. The document
entitled “ Tyrone's Propositions,” ! on the ground of which it has

1“Panching his going Into Ireland it ploased him expresaly apd in a set manner to desire mine
opinfon and counsel. . . . . Angd becavse I would t no argument. 1 remember I atood also
upon the dificulty of the action ; setting before him out of historien that the Irish were yueh an
enemy as the ancient Gouls or Germans or Britona were : and we saw how the Romana, yot when
they camne to 4o with enemicn whicl:“)lnml thelr feliefty only in libevty and the sh 2 of theiy
swords, and had the natursl clemental advantages of bogs and woods and Aardness of bodies, th
ever found they had thelr handa full of them ; and therefore concluded that going over ﬂ:‘
such ex tion as he did. and throngh the churlishness of the enterprise not likely to answer,
1t would mightily diminish he reputation.'’

Is any one prepared to believe that there were {10 discournes addressed by Bacon
to Essex, within the space of three or four months, both arisimg from the express

uest of Essex, and both wmentioning the *‘ Romans,” the ‘‘Germans,” and
¢ Britons,” the ¢ and woods,” the ‘‘ sharpness of their swords,” and *¢ hard-
ness of their bodies "—but the one inferring success, the other failure, from these
identical considerations? Surely such a */ repetition ” as this is not in Bacon’s
style, and would have been ¢qually diseroditable to his intelligence, and to the
Earl’s, Bacon often repeats the same or similar arguments, snd uses the same
language and figures of speech, to prove the same or similar conclusions; but
never, so far as I know, docs he thus use similar words to prove dissimillar, or
rather te, conclusions.

1 Mr. Spedding’s Life, vol. ii. . 154,
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been supposed that he was already practically committed to
treason, has been shown to be devoid of all authority.! Dis-
obedience in returning to Court and miserable incapacity, were
the only charges that could be brought against him ; and no hint
of anything treasonable was mentioned in the Declaration made
in the Star Chamber (29 November, 1599,) of the grounds of
the Queen’s displeasure, nor in the quasi-judicial proceedings,
before a special commission in the Lord Keeper's house, on 5
June, 1600.

But Essex was now fast drifting into treason. Even when
released from restraint in August, 1600, he was informed that
he must regard himself as still under the royal displeasure ; and
this, says Cecil, made “ very few resort to him but those of his
own blood.” He¢ was also overwhelmed with debt; and next
month (Scpt. 1600) the lease of wines whence he derived the
principal part of his fortune was about to expire. If the Queen
would not renew it, he was a ruined man. Oscillating between
hope and despair, he at one time petitions, flatters, fawns; at
another he execrates the Queen and raves of treason. Coming
fiom the Earl in one of these latter fits, one of his friends
declares that “the man’s soul seemcth tossed to and fro like
the waves of a troubled sea. His speech of the Queen became no
man who hath mens sana tn corpore sano.”

Moantime, although we cannot be surprised that Bacon, with
his avowed notions of friendship, should no longer hold com-
munications with one whose fortunes no longer “ comprehended ”
his own, we may nevertheless be hardly prepared to find him
pointed at by the public suspicion as the enemy of his former
patron. Yet such was the general belief. Even his own brother
Anthony seems not to have been entirely free from it. At all
events we find Anthony at this time writing a letter to the Earl, .
in which he assures Kssex that, dearly as he loves his brother, he
would sooner that Francis died than that he should live to the
Earl's prejudice. And the author of the Sydney papers, speaking
of some slight offered at this time by the Queen to Essex, sayn,

. 1 Bacon and Essex, pp. 134-147. The opinion of the late Mr. J. R. Green was
that the document was not genuine ; and I presnme that the silence of Professor
Gardiner, who makes no mention of it, amounts to the same verdict. If it were
genuine, the-treason of Essex would be unquestionable,
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‘“ Mr. Bacon is thought to be the man who moves her Majesty
unto it.”

But from this, the gravest of all charges ever brought against
Francis Bacon, we can at least partly exculpate him, and at the
same time explain how the charge may have arisen. A letter is
extant in which Bacon excuses himself to the Queen for his
absence from the proceedings against Essex in the Star Chamber
(Nov. 1599). As usual, the account in the letter is inconsistent
with the account of the samne incident given in the dpology. In
the latter he takes credit for absenting himself from the proceed-
ings, and says that he excused himself on the ground of *somo
indisposition of body.” But the letter itself exhibits Bacon ex-
cusing himself, not on the plea of illness, but because of the
violence of the Earl’s followers, whom he charges, not obscurely,
with a purpose to take the Queen’s life :—

“ My life hath becn threatened and my name libelled. But these are
the practices of those whose duings are dangerous, but yet not so dangerous
as their hopes ; or else the devices of some that would put out all your
Majesty's lights and fall on reckoning how many years you have reigned,”*

We need not accuse Bacon of deliberately intending by these
words to poison the Queen’s mind against his former friend ; we
may acquit him of everything but a cold-blooded indifference to
his friend’s interests, and a supremc desire to posc (even at a
friend’s cost) as a loyal and much persecuted subject of the
Queen : but who can feel surprise that such language produced
a result not very different from that which might have been
attained by a treacherous slanderer aiming at a friend’s de-
struction? Even Cecil, the Earl's chicf enemy, although he
expressed his disbelief in the popular report conccrning Francis
Bacon, nevertheless remonstrated with his cousin on the in-
cautious conduct which had given rise to these rumours, begging
him to be at least passive, and not active in insuring the fallen
Favourite's utter ruin :

“Cousin, I hear it, but I believe it not, that you should do some ill
service to my Lord of Essex ; for my part I am merely passive and not

1 Professor Gardiner adduces this letter as a proof that Bacon was liable to
“ occasional ill-temper.” We could more easily believe this if the letter were In
any degree injurious to his own interests.
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active in this action, and I follow the Queen, and that heavily, I lead her
not. . . . and the same course I would wish you to take.”

In the first proceedings against Essex, (November, 1599)
Bacon was allowed no part. Finding himself also likely to be
excluded from the second proceedings (in York House, June,
1600), he wrote to the Queen expressing his willingness to serve
her. But in spite of his request to have a substantial part assigned
to him, he received instructions merely to animadvert on the
Earl’s indiscretion in permitting a treatise on Henry IV. to be
dedicated to him in unsecmly terms. Passing lightly over
his prescribed task, however, he dilated on some passionate
expressions in a letter from Essex to the Lord Keeper, in which
the Earl had declared that the Queen’s heart was obdurate, and
that there was no tempest to be compared to the passionate
indignation of a prince. Bacon said—and probably he persuaded
himself that he thought—that he was herein actuated by a
desire to keep himself in credit with the Queen, the better to
scrve the Earl. But this last latent motive was naturally not
perceptible to the friends of Essex, one of whom singles out
Bacon, above all the prosecutors, as the object of his indigna-

on: “My Lord was charged by the Secrgeant, Attorney, the
Solicitor and Mr. Bacon—who was very idle, and will, I hope
have the reward of that honour in the end.”?

Bacon’s display of zcal iu these legal proccedings did not,
however, prevent him from offering his services to Essex, a
fortnight after his release from restraint (20 July).?

“To tHE EaRrL or Essex,
‘“My Lorp,

“ No man can better expound my doings than your Lordship, whictil
maketh me say the less. Only I humbly pray you to believe that I aspire
to the conscience and commendation of first, bonus civis, which with us is a
good and true servant to the Queen, and next of bonus vir, that is an
honest man. I desire your Lordship also to think that, though I confess I
love some things much better than I love your Lordship, as the Queen’s

1 T am indebted for this letter (which is published in full in Bacon and Kssez,
Professor Brower.

P lﬂ)hﬂnl\m
® In the 4 anuylthuthemhtol‘.uex"amumrhomnt

'&M "y W, 1 might, without peril of the Queen's indignation, write to
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service, her quiet and contentment, her honour, her favour, the good of
my country and the like, yet I love few persons better than yourself, both
for gratitude's sake and for your own virtues, which canmot hurt but by
accident or abuse. Of which my good affection I was ever and am ready
to yield testimony by any good offices, but with such reservations as
yourself cannot but allow. For as I was ever sorry that your Lordship
should fly with waxen wings, doubting Icarue’ fortune, so for the growing
up of your own feathers—especially ostrich’s or any other save of a bird
of prey—no man shall be more glad. And this is the axle-trec whereupon
I have turned and shall turn. Which to signify to you, though I think
you are of yourself persuaded as much, is the cause of my writing. And
80 I commend your Lordship to God’s goodness. From Gray’s Inn, this
20th day of July, 1600,
Your Lordship’s most humbly,
Fn. Bacon.”

Bacon’s letter found the Earl in one of his melancholy
despairing fits, when he was crying Vanitas vanitabum, after
his manner, and vowing to lead henceforth a life of contempla-
tion. But he frankly accepted Bacon'’s proffered services for
the future. As for Bacon’s past actions during his imprison-
ment, not having heard from his friend for the last nine months,
he owns himself unable to expound them, “ being ignorant of
all of them save onec "—he knows that Bacon attacked him in
the proceedings of York House. The illustration of Icarus he
treats as new and inapplicable to himself, and defends himself
against the implied charge of ambition.

“ MR. Bacox,

“ I can ueither expound nor censure your late actions, being ignorant of
them all save one, and having directed my sight inward only to examine
myself, You do pray me to believe that vou only aspire to the conscience
and commendation of bonus civis and bonus vir ; and 1 do faithfully assure
you that while that is your ambition (though your course be active and
mine contemplative), yet we shall both convenire in eodem tertio, and con-
venire inler nos ipsos. Your profession of affection and your offer of good
offices are welcome to me. For answer to them I will say but this: that
you have believed 1 have been kind to you, and you may believe that 1
cannot be other, either upon humour or mine own election. I am a
stranger to all poetical conceits, or else I should say somewhat of your
poetical example. But this I must my, that [ never flew with other wings
than desire to merit, and confidence in, my sovereign’s favour, and when
one of these wings failed me, I would light nowhere but at my sovereign’s
feet, though she suffered me to be brnised with my fall. And till her
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Majesty—that knows I was never bird of prey—finds it to agree with her
will and her service that my wings should be imped ! again, I have com-
mitted myself to the mue. No power but my God's and my sovereign's

can alter this resolution of
: Your retired friend,
Essex.”

One point in this letter requires notice. It must be apparent,
I think, that the comparison between himself and Icarus strikes
Essex as not only unjust, but as novel. “I am a stranger to all
poetical conceits, or else I could say somewhat of your poetical
example "—thesc are not the words of one who bad bad the
warning of Icarus dinned into his ears by a familiar friend who
now for the hundredth time was repeating that warning. Yet
in the Apology, Bacon would have us believe that “ Icarus” was
as a household word between him and Essex.

“ Another point was, that I always vehemently dissuaded him from
secking greatness by a military dependence, or by a popular dependence, as
that which would breed in the Queen jealousy, in himself presumption,
and in the State perturbation; and I did usually compare them to Icarus
two wings, which were joined on with wax, and would make him venture to
soar 100 high and then fail him at the height.”

Now there is not only no mention of Icarus, but also no
warning against seeking “ popularity ” in any extant letter from
Bacon to Essex. That he had warned the Earl against the
sugpicion of popularity is true : but in what terms?

“The third impression is of a popular reputation ; which because it is a
thing good in itself, being obtained as your Lordship obtaineth it, that is
bonis artibus-—and besides well governed, it is one of the best flowers of
your greatness both present and to come—it would be handled tenderly.
The only way is to quench it verbis and not rebus. And therefore to
all occasions to the Queen to speak against popularity and popular causes
vehemently, and to tax it in all others; but nevertheless to go on in your
Aonourable commonwealth courses as you do.®

On the whole, this is probably one of the many instances in
which Bacon allowed his memory of facts to be biassed by what
happened after these facts. He had warned Essex against

.V te “refitted with fresh feathors” *‘the mue,” & word of falconry, is meta.

phorically used for ¢ retirement.”
* Speddinig, fii. 145. S I i 43,
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“ seeking greatness by a mﬁm dependence,” but not against
seeking it by “a popular dependence.” Also, when the Earl
was in disgrace and suspected by the Queen, Bacon had warned
him in a single letter against.following the example of Icarus.
So much is true : but in after years, sitting down to write his
Apology, Bacon throws the Icarian warning back into a remoter
past, and taking as it wero a bird’s-eye view of the whole career
of Essex, persuades himself into tho belief that he had all
along deprecated not only his friend’s love of war, but also his
craving for “ popularity,” and had repeatedly warned him against
trusting to the waxen wings of ambition.

But however the Apology may misrepresent the extent of
Bacon's foresight, there is no reason to suppose that it exagge-
rates the assiduity with which at this time he endecavoured to
conciliate the Queen to Essex. Among other services, he com-
posed a correspondence—ostensibly between Essex and his brother
Anthony—which, when copicd in the handwriting of the supposed
writers, was to be shown to the Qucen, in order to exhibit Essex
" loyally and passionately deploring that the malignity of his
enemies seemed destined for ever to exclude him from the royal
favour and affection.

These letters are well worth studying as specimens of Bacon’s
literary and, we may almost say, dramatic power. No one can
fail to be struck by the skill with which he distinguishes the
somewhat quaint, humorous, cumbersome style of Anthony, from
the abrupt, incisive, antithetical, and passionately rhetorical style
of Easex; and the manner in which Anthony, the sickly invalid,
divided between his devotion to his brother and his patron,
pours forth his somewhat lengthy conjectures about the Queen’s
motives, affords a truly dramatic contrast with the peremptory
despair of Essex. Noteworthy also are the references to Francis
Bacon in the two letters. If the Quecn read them, she could
hardly fail to think the better of Francis in consequence of
them. He is described as being “reserved ” even to a fault,
yet as giving the most favourable account of the Queen’s gracious
intentions. [Essex must expect an eclipse at least for a time :
but Anthony desires and hopes to see his brother Francis
“established by Acr Majesty's favour, as he thinks him well
worthy, for that he hath done and suffered” 1f the Queen was

¥
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jealous lest Francis Bacon should be still too well loved by
Essex, and too much devoted to Essex, nothing was more likely
to disarm her jealousy than the Earl’s almost sullen admission
to Anthony, “ For your brother, I hold him an honest gentleman,
and wish him all good, much the rather for your sake.”

Again, the whole tenour of the letter appeals to the Queen’s
sense of administrative policy as well as to her sense of power.
The enemies of Essex are represented as triumphant. The
Queen has desired to be merciful; but the “enemies” have
thwarted and will thwart her. The Queen is still prepared to
forgive ; but the “enemies” will not allow her to have a chance
of forgiving, and for that purpose will keep Essex from Court
and force him to despair. To a Queen who had an opinion that
“government, with respect to factions was a principal part of
policy,” it might well seem that it was not wise thus to allow
one faction of her Court to be completely crushed. Considered
artistically, and as means to an end, these letters must be
admitted by all to be truly admirable compositions.

The commencement of Anthony’s letter implies that the Earl
—who was intensely religious with a somewhat narrow Protes-
tantism-—was just now in one of his religious moods. Francis
makes Anthony hint that people will say that Essex is like
Leicester, and will call his religion mere hypocrisy; and by that
very hint he both suggests to the Queen—who was fully aware
of the difference between Essex and Leicester—that it is not
hypocrisy, and also paves the way for the Earl to quit his re-
ligious melancholy and to enter on a new course of application
to the Quecn.

“Two LETTERS FRAMED BY SIR Frawcis BacoN,
THE ONE AS IN THE NAME OF MR. ANTHONY BACON,
HIS BROTHER, TO THE EARL or Esskx;

THE OTHER AS THE EARL'S ANSWER THEREUNTO.

. % Both which, by the advice of Mr. Anthony Bacon, and with the privity of
tAs said Earl, were to be shewed Queen Elisabeth upon some occasion, as a
mean fo work ker Majesly to receive the Earl again to favour and atiendance
at Court.  They were devised whils my Lord remained prisoner in Ais own
house. " - :
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“ My BINGULAR 600D LORD,

¢ This standing at a stay in your Lordship’s fortune doth make me in my
love towards your Lordahip jealous Jest you do somewhat, or omit some-
what, that amounteth to a new error; for I suppose of all former errors
there is a full expiation, Wherein for anything that your Lordship doth,
I, for my part (who am remote), cannot cast nor devise wherein any error
should be, except in one point, which I dare not censure nor dissuade ;
which is, that (as the prophet saith) in this affliction you look up ad manum
percutientem, and 8o make your peace with God, And yet I have heard it
noted that my Lord of Leicester (who could never get to be taken for a
saint) nevertheless in the Queen's disfavour waxed seemingly religious ;
which may be thought by some and used by others as a case resembling
yours, if men do not see, and will not see, the difference between your two
dispositions.

“But to be plain with your Lordship, my fear rather is, beause I hear
how some of your good and wise friends, not unpractised in the Court
and supposing themselves not to be unseen in that deep and inscrutable
centre of the Court, which is her Majesty’s mind, do not only toll the bell,
but even ring out peals, as if your fortune were dead and buried, and as if
there were no possibility of recovering her Majesty’s favour, and as if the
best of your condition were to live a private and retired life, out of want
out of peril, and out of manifest disgrace ; and so in this persuasion of
theirs include a persuasion to your Lordship to frame and accommodate
your actions and mind to that end—I fear, I say, that this untimely despair
may in time bring forth a just despair, by causing your Lordship to slack
and break off your wise, loysl, and scasonable endeavours and industries
for redintegration to her Majesty’s favour; in comparison whereof all
other circumstances arc but as afomi, or 1ather as vacuum without any
substance at all

% Against this opinion it may please your Lordship to consider of these
reasons which I have collected, and to make judgment of them, neither
out of the melancholy of your present fortune, nor out of the infusion of
that which cometh to you by others’ relation (which is subject to much
tincture), but ex rebus ipsis, out of the nature of the persons and actions
themselves, as the trustiest and least deceiving rounds of opinion. For
though I am so unfortunate as to be a stranger to her Majesty’s eye and
to her nature, yet by that which is apparent, I do manifestly discern that
she hath that character of the Divine nature and goodness, ‘ Quos amavit
amavit usque ad finem ;’ and where she hath a creature, she doth not deface
nor defeat it. Insomuch as, if I obeerve rightly, in those persons whom
heretofore she hath honoured with her special favour, she hath covered
and remitted not only defects and ingratitudes in affection, but errors in
state and service.

% Secondly, if I can spell and scholar-like put together the parts of her
Majesty's proceeding now towards your Lordship, I can but make this
construction—that her Majesty in her royal intention never purposed to

F2
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call your Lordship’s doings into public question, but only to have used a
cloud without a shower, in censuring them by some temporary restraint only
of liberty, and debarring you from her presence. For first, the handling
the cause in the Star Chamber, you not called, was enforced by the violence
of libelling and rumours, wherein the Queen thought to have satisfied the
world, and yet spared your Lordship’s appearance, And then after, when
that means which was intended for the quenching of malicious bruits,
turned to kindle them (because it was said your Lordship was condemned
unheard, and your Lordship’s sister wrote that piquant letter), then her
Majesty saw plainly that these winds of rumours could not be commanded
down without a handling of the cause by making you party, and admitting
your defence. And to this purpose I do assure your Lordship that my
brother, Francis Bacon, who is too wise (I think) to be abused, and too
honest to abuse, though he be more reserved in all particulars than s needful,
yet in generality he hath ever constantly and with asservution affirmed to me
that both those dayas, that of the Star Chamber and that at my Lord Keeper’s,
were won from the Queen merely upon necessily and point of honour, against
her own inclination.

“Thirdly, in the last proceeding I note three points, which are directly
significant, that her Majesty did expressly forbear any point which was
irreparable, or might make your Lordship in any degree incapable of the
return of her favour, or might fix any character indelible of disgrace upon
you. For she spared the public place of the Star Chamber ; she limited
the charge precisely not to touch disloyalty ; and no record remaineth to
memory of the charge or sentence.

“ Fourthly, the very distinction which was made in the sentence, of
sequestration from the places of service in State, and leaving your Lord-
ship the place of Master of the Horse, doth to my understanding,
tndicativd, point at this—that her Majesty meant to use your Lordship’s
attendance in Court, while the exercises of the other places stood
shspended.

“ Fifthly, I have heard, and your Lordship knoweth better, that now,
since you were in your own custody, her Majesty in verbo regio and by his
mouth to whom she committeth her royal grants and decrees, hath assured
your Lordship she will forbid and not suffer your ruin.

“8ixthly,as I have heard her Majesty to bea prince of that ma.gnanix‘y
that she will spare the service of the ablest subject or peer when she shall
be thought to stand in need of it ; so she is of that policy aa she will
not lose the service of a meaner than your Lordship, where it shall depend
merely npon her choice and will.

“ Seventhly, I hold it for a principle, that generally those diseases are
hardest to cure whereof the cause is obscure ; and those easiest whereof
the canse is manifest. Whereupon I conclude that, since it hath been
your errors in your cournes towards her Majesty which have prejudiced
you, that your reforming and conformity will restore you, so as you may

be fadbér fortune proprie..
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“ Lastly, considering your Lordship is removed from dealing in causes
of State, and left only to a place of attendance, methinks the ambition
of any man who can endure no partners in State matters may be so
quenched, as they shall not laboriously oppose themselves to your being
in Court.

“So as, upon the whole matter, I can find neitherin her Majesty’s person,
nor in your own person, neither in former precedents, nor in your own case,
any cause of dry and peremptory despair. Neither do I speak this, but
that, if her Majesty out of her resolution do design you to a private life, you
should be as willing upon her appointment to go into the wilderness as into
the land of promise. Only I wish your Lordship will not preoccupate
despair, but put trast, next to God, in her Majesty's grace, and not be
wanting to yourself.

%] know your Lordehip may justly interpret that this which I persuade
may have reference to iy particular, because I may truly say, ‘te stante,’
not ‘virebo’ (for I amn withered in myself), but ¢ manebo’ or ‘tenebo’;
1 shall in some sort be able to hold out. But though your Lordship’s
years and health may expect® & return of grace and fortune, yet your
eclipse for a time is an ‘ullimum vale’ to my fortune ; and were it not
that I desire and hope to sce my brother established by her Majesty’s
favour (as I think him well worthy for that he hath done and suffered) it
were time to take that course from which I dissuade your Lordship. But
now in the meantime, I cannot choose but perform these honest duties to
you, to whom I have been 8o deeply bounden.”

“TRE LETTER FRAMED AS FROM THE EARL IN ANSWER OF THE FORMER
LETTER.

“Mg. Bacox,

“1 thank you for your kind and careful letter. It persuadeth me that
which 1 wish strongly and hope for weakly ; that js, a possibility of restitu-
tion to her Majesty’s favour. Your arguments, that would cherish hope,
turn to despair. You say the Queen never meant to call me to publie
censure ; but you see I passed it, which sheweth others’ power, I believe
most steadfastly her Majesty never intended to bring my cause to a sentence ;
and I believe as verily that, since the sentence, she meant to restore me to
attend upon her person. But they that could use occasions (which it was
not in me to let %) and amplify occasions, and practise occasions, to represent
to her Majesty a necessity to bring me to the one, can and will do the like
to stop me from the other. )

“You say my errors were my prejudice and therefore I can mend myself.
It is true. But they that know that I can mend myself, and that, if I ever
recover the Queen, I will never lose her again, will never suffer me to
obtain interest in her favour. You say the Queen never forsook utterly

1 ¢.e awnit. ? {.e. prevent,
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where she inwardly favoured. But I know not whether the hour-glass of
time hath altered her: but sure I am the false glass of others must alter
her, when I want access to plead my own cause.

“T know I ought doubly infinitely to be her Majesty’s, both ‘jnre
creationis,’ for I am her creature, and ¢ jure redemptionis,’ for I know she
hath saved me from overthrow. But for her first love, and for her last
protection, and all her great benefits, I can but pray for her Majesty. And
my cndeavours are now to make my prayers for her and myself better
heard. For, thanks be to God, they that can make her Majesty believe 1
counterfeit with her, cannot make God believe that I counterfeit with Him.
And they which can let me from coming near unto her, cannot let me from
drawing near unto Him, as I hope I do daily.

“ For your brother, I hold him an honest gentleman, and wish him all
good, much the rather for your sake. Yourself, I know, hath suffered more
for me than any friend I have. But I can but lament freely, as you see I
do, and advise you not to do that which I do, which is, to despair.

“You know letters, what hurt they have done me,! and therefore make
sure of this,. ~And yet I could not (as having no other pledge of my
love) [but communicate freely with you for the ease of my heart and
youra.”

It is of course impossible to determine with certainty from
these letters whether Bacon was encouraging the Earl in a hy-
pocritical affectation of religious melancholy, or simply expressing
the Earl’s actual feelings in the manner in which he thought
they would be most acceptable to the Quecen. Bacon, as we
know from his FEssays and from his practice, did not condemn
dissimulation nor even simulation where “there is no remedy : ”
still we can hardly conceive that he would have written in
Essex’s name, “Thanks be to God, they that can make her
Majesty believe I can counterfeit with her, cannot make God
believe that I counterfeit with Him,” and “ They which can let
me from coming near unto her, cannot let me from drawing nfar
unto Him, as I hope I do daily”—unless he believed that the
Earl was really now, as he often had been before, in one of
his religions moods. The mood might be transient, but it
would appear that Bacon wrote under the impression that it was
genuine, Yet compare this with the corresponding passage in
. ESME e e e i by e e
course, means **destroy this.” Itis s very artistic insertion in a letter written,

not to be burned or ‘‘made sure of,” but to Le preserved by Anthony and to be
given by him to Francis, and to be shown by Francis to the Queen.



1599—1601] THE FALL OF ESSEX 71

the Declaration of the T'reasons of Essex, penned by Bacon for
the Court :—

% Neither was the effect of the sentence that there passed against him
any more than a suspension of the exercise of some of his places: at
which time also Essex, that could vary himself into all shapes for a time,
infinitely desirous (as by the sequel now appeareth) to be at liberty to
practise and revive his former purposes, and hoping to set into them with
better strength than ever, becauee he conceived the people’s hearts were
kindled to him by his troubles, and that they had made great demonstra-
tion of as much—he did transform himself into such a strange and dejected
humility, as if he had been no man of this world, with passionate
protestations that he called God to witness, ‘ That he had made an utter
divorce with the world ; and he desired her Majesty’s favour not for any
worldly respect, but fur a preparative for a Nunc dimittis ; and that the
tears of his heart had quenched in him all humours of ambition.’”?

It is just possible that Essex may have been dissembling. We
know that Bacon persistently urged him to dissemble long ago,
and to “ pretend to be bookish and contemplative : ¥ but if Essex
was really dissembling at Bacon’s advice, and expressing his
dissimulation in Bacon’s own words, then it is intolerable that
Bacon himself should afterwards turn round upon the Earl and
charge him (by way of proving treason) with the dissimulation
which he had himself put into the Earl’'s mouth, But this al-
ternative is not probable. It is almost incompatible with Essex's
character that he should have dissembled in religious matters.
In such things he was timid even to superstition.? Far more
probably he was not dissembling at all, and Bacon, at the time,
knew that he was expressing the Earl’s true feelings. “But,” it
may be urged, “ the ‘sequel’ showed Bacon afterwards that the
Earl had really been dissembling.” It is just this “sequel” that
pervades the whole of Bacon's Apology and Declaration, making
them both historically worthless, Bacon cannot look at the past
with a simple eye, but always views it through the “sequel,”
doing violence to facts, converting impulsiveness into treason,

1

Spedding, ii. 260.
3 See Dr. Batlown account of the Earl's oonfamon, how that ‘‘sometimes in

the field encountering the enemy, being in t of liseine ]
beavy upon his conscience, being not moum{ed to God, ual his spirits an
made him the most timorous and fearful man that might be.”—Dr. Bm'lowc

Sermon, Ed. 1601.
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and seeing in transient religious melancholy a deep-laid
hypocritical plot.! '

To return however to Essex in" disgrace. The Queen's
coronation day (17 November, 1600) passed, and still there was
no relenting. Essex had lost his fortune, and was now hope-
less of regaining it. He believed that the enemies who had
deprived him of his fortunes were plotting to deprive him of
his life; he believed (sincerely, as was afterwards proved)
that Cecil was plotting for the succession of the Spanish Infanta ;
and he now began to persuade himself into the belief that
the safety of his country, as well as his own, demanded the
removal of the Queen’s present advisers. Once before, in
Ireland, he had made mention of such a course; and now he
seriously recurred to it. It is a curious illustration of the
factious feeling rife at this time, that the manifestly treasonable
project of surprising the Court and forcibly removing the Queen’s -
counsellors was regarded—even by so honourable a man as Sir
Henry Neville, but lately the Queen’s ambassador in France—
ns essentially different from rebellion. Under a fresh alarm that
he should be committed to the Tower, Essex determined
(February 1601) not to wait for Parliament and quiet remedies,
but to execute his project at once. One only of the Earl’s
adherents suggested that the City should be roused to arms
before surprising the Court; but this suggestion found mno
favour, and on 4 February the meeting broke up, having
resolved on nothing. '

On Saturday, 7 February, when nothing had been as yet

! A version of Bacon's own speech in Eesex's trial, printed below (see p. 78),
mf:d fiqk.on from the Lambeth MSS. 031)61, charges Easex with ¢ carrying a s‘w
of religion.”

When Coko brings this accusation of “h: in religion,” Mr. Spedding

ustly says ‘‘ the imputation was not only irrelevant, but unjust.”

It may be u that Bacon—who describes himself as nothing but ¢ the pen "
wherewith the Court drew up the Declaration—was not m!:mn le for its truth.
B:infotw wil: adm{t \‘.hhiat :el l‘pan is justified in so far a?bo d ting hiafown per-
80 y 88 to make him & mere ‘ pen,” especially for the purpose of pennin
about a benefactor and former friend ﬁut the pe:n!‘ knows to be false. 8

® The uinoeﬂl(:{vaof his belief was proved by the fact that he afterwards brought

Cecil a definite ch of suﬁportin the claims of the Spanish Infants.

is charge indeed colla ; but he wmﬁd hardly have been so foolish as to

injure himself by bringing forward an acousation which he knew to be baseless,

1t is certain that Cecil, if not now, was at all events subsequently, in receipt of a

Ksnlion from Spain. This Essex may have suspected to be the case ; and 1t may
ave aroused suspicions, though it could not supply proof, of intended treason,
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determined, the Government, suspecting the concourse at Essox
House, summoned the Earl before Her Majesty’s Council. Essex
excused himself on the plea of health, and called his friends
together. By Saturday night three hundred had gathered round
him, but still no plans had been settled. On Sunday morning
the Lord Keeper, with three others, coming to demand from
Essex the cause of this gathering, found him iu a state of great
distraction, vociferating that his life was sought, that his hand
had been counterfeited, and that he and his friends were there
to defend their lives. The crowd forced their way into the
library. “Kill them,” cried some ; “keep them prisoners,” cried
others. In his confession, a few days before his decath, Essex
speaks of the “ confusion his followers drew him to even in his
own house, that day he went into the City;” and indeed, the
“ confusion ” was such, that when, a few moments afterwards, he
issued from the gates, leaving the Lord Keeper and the rest,
detained as hostages, no plan had been even now settled. “To
the Court! To the Court!” was the general ery. But Essex
bad just received word that the Court was prepared, and that
the guards had been doubled. He, therefore, turned toward the
City. For this change of plan horses were needful ; but not a
single horse had been provided. Without horses, without a
plan, and without a leader—for who could give the name of
leader to a man now distracted to madness, and described by an
eye-witness as “extremely appalled and almost molten with
sweat by the perplexity and horror of his mind ”— the revolt
had miscarried when it began. By 10 o’alock that night Essex
and his friends had surrendercd to the Lord Admn'a.l and the
Earl was committed to the Tower.

§ 10 Tae DeaTr OF Essex

The details of this clumsy and abortive outbreak are necessary
for the appreciation of Bacon’s subsequent conduct in the pro-
secution which brought the Earl to the block. That Essex was
guilty of treason there could be no doubt, and that his execution
was justifiable, if not necessary, there can be equally little doubt,
But the Government desired to strengthen their position by
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proving that the plot had from the first contemplated not a
mere change of the Queen's advisers, but a subversion of the
State. For this purpose it was necessary to suppress all passages
in the evidence which showed either that there had been an
intention to avoid violence, or that the attempt on the City was
an afterthought and not the original plan. It was also desirable
to show that the Earl's fears of “enemies ” at Court were mere
pretexts assumed as a cloak for his ambitious treason.

Accordingly, in their Declaration of the Treasoms of Essex
(which professed to contain “the very confessions ‘aken word for
word from their originals”) the Government suppressed or
mutilated seven passages which showed that no violencs was in-
tended, and swx others which proved that the outbreak in the City
had not been premeditated. The internal evidence is sufficient to
show the reason for these omissions; but there is other testi-
mony that they were deliberate. Opposite to these passages in
the originals stands the mark om., sometimes in Coke’s hand-
writing, sometimes in that of Bacon.!

But although the Government could with impunity mutilate
the evidence of Essex’s treason after his death, they could not do
it as yet while he was alive and able (19 February, 1601) to
defend himself. True, the evidence relied on by Essex to prove
that Cecil was selling the State to the Spaniards altogether
collapsed ; yet, on the other hand, Essex indignantly disclaimed
the intention of taking the Queen's life, imputed to him by
Coke, and all original purpose of rousing the City; and the
Government could prove neither of these two points. If the
Earl could be believed, if he was not a hypocrite, he was guilty
of a treasonable act, it is true, but still of no deliberate disloyalt
aiming at the Crown. It was, therefore, necessary for &l‘
Qovernment to show that he could not be believed, and that he
was not only a traitor, but also a hypocritical traitor.

To aid them at this juncture, by convicting his former friend
of deep-laid treachery and hypocrisy, Bacon now rose. He
ought not to have been in the court at all. The decencies
of friendship demanded that, if the Government assigned him
» part in the prosecution, he should decline it. Peace and order
having been now assured, it could not be maintained that the

! See Bacon and Esscx, pp. 207210,
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interests of the country would have suffered if Bacon had
been abseiit. He was neither Attorney-General nor Solicitor,
nor had he any regular position as a law officer of the Crown ;
he was merely one of the “Learned Counsel” There was
no reason why one in so subordinate a position should
have been called to so responsible a duty—no reason except
that his intimacy with Essex made him an invaluable in-
strument in the hands of the prosecutors for pressing home
a personal charge of hypocrisy. Combining the characters of
barrister and witness, he could at once impute motives to the
accused and also testify to them. Two or three years afterwards,
Bacon was not employed in the trial of Raleigh nor in the
subsequent trials arising out of the Gunpowder Plot. He was
summoned now, not as one of the “ Learned Counsel,” but in the
special capacity of “ friend to the accused.” Thereis no evidence
at all that Bacon had ever deprecated the task; and he now
performed it with a ferocious efficacy. Skilfully confusing
together the proposed plan of surprising the Court and the
actually execuled plan of raising the City, he insists that Essex’s
action, instead of being a sudden afterthought, was the result
of three months’ deliberation, and he concentrates all his efforts
on proving that Essex was not only a traitor but a hypocritical
traitor.

“ In speaking of this late and horrible rebellion which hath been in the
eyes and ears of all men, I shall save myself much labour in opening and
enforcing the points thereof, insomuch as I speak not before & country
jury of ignorant men, but before a most hgnourable assembly of the
greatest peers of the land, whose wisdoms conceive far more than my
tongue can utter.! Yet with your gracious and honourable favours I will

L | tprend avother version of this ch from the Lambeth MSS, 931)61,
manifestly an uanrevised copy of notes taken by some one present at the trial. It
is Principdl noticeable for charging Essex with the ‘“shew of religion.”

‘Then Mr. Francis Bacon spake to this effect. 1 expected not (quoth he
that the matter of defence sh have been alleged for excuse, and therefore
must alter my speech fromn that 1 intended. To rebel in defence is & matter not
heard of. In case of murder, to defend is Jawful ; but in this case to do all that
was done that dey and then to go sbout to blanch ft—1I cannot allow. 1s
not to simple men, I speak to those that can draw proof out of the nature of

ings themselves. It is known by book;ﬂ!:{ experience, and by common talk,
that no unlawful intendments are bent directly against the Piince, but there is a
{1} waltering of government, as the is in Scotland. These go [7] by no
ways, but by particular someways. My Lord, I eannot reserble your l‘lgl
more tly than to that of Pisistratas in Athens, who lanced himself to the
intent that by the sight of bleeding wounds the people might helieve he was set
upon. Your Lordship gave out that yourlife was sought by the Lord Cobham and
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presume, if not for information of your Honours, yet for the discharge of
my duty, to say thus much. No msn can be ignorant that knows matter
of former ages—and all history makes it plain—that there was never any
teattor heard of that durst directly attempt the seat of his liege prince
but he always coloured his practice with some plausible pretence. For
God hath imprinted such a majesty in the face of a prince that no private
man dare approach the person of his sovereign with a traitorous intent.
And therefore they run another side course, obligué et a lutere ; some to
reform corruptions of the State and religion ; some to reduce the ancient
liberties and customs pretended to be lost and worn out ; some to remove
those persons that being in high places make themselves .subject to envy.
But all of them aim at the overthrow of the State and the destruction of
the present rulers. And this likewise is the use of those that work
mischief of another quality : as Cain, that first murderer, took up an
excuse for his fact, shaming to outface it with impudency. Thus the Earl
made his colour, the severing some great men and councillors from her
Majesty’s favour, and the fear he stood in of his pretended enemies lest
they should murder him in his honse. Therefore he saith he was compelled
to fly into the city for succour or assistance ; not much unlike Pisistratus,
of whom it was so anciently written how bhe gashed and wounded himself,
and in that sort ran crying into Athens that his life was sought and like
to have becn taken away : thinking to have moved the people to have pitied
him and taken his part by such counterfeited harm and danger ; whereas
his aim and drift was to take the government of the City into his hands
and alter the form thereof. With like pretences of dangers and assaults
the Earl of Essex entered the City of London and passed through the
bowels thereof, blanching rumeurs that he should have been murdered
and that the State was sold—whereas he had no such enemies, no such
dangers—persuading themeelves that if they could prevail, all would have
done well. Bnt now, magna scelera terminantur in haeresin: for you,
my Lord, should know that, though princes give their subjects cause for
discontent, though they take away the honours they have heaped upon
them, though they bring them to a lower estate than they raised them from,
yet onght they not to be so forgetful of their allegiance that they should
enter into any undutiful act, much less upon rebellion, as you, my Lorgy

8ir Walter Raleigh, and carried aliways such a show of »eligion in you that men's
eyos 1were not abla through such a mist to behold the decess. But you iﬁ;riloned the
Council. ‘What reference had that fact to my Lord Cobham or the restt! You
alleged that matter to have been resolved upon the sudden. No: you wers three
months én deliberation. My Lord, descend into yourself, and strip yow of excuse.
The persona you shoot (1 shot) at, if you could have rightly understood them,
we?h your best frielndu. " th
ingeniocus allusion to *‘ the phrase in Scotland " adds point to this

sharge. ‘E:ex was known to be inpfavonr of the Sootﬁd;d aoeem. and thm
do be kmpm%:p communications with the King of Scotland. To these com-
munications Baocon afterwards confessed that he was himself privy; but that
confesdton was not made till the accession of James 1., when the confession
became profifable. (See below, pp. 94, 96),
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have done. All whatsoever you have, or can say in answer hereot, are
but shadows, And therefore methinks it were best for you to confess, not
to justify.” .

Essex felt, and the Peers must have felt, the tremendous fore
of this unexpected attack. If the brother of the Earl’s most
trusted secretary, Anthony Bacon, if one of the Earl's chief
friends and councillors, who had but a fow montha ago professed
himself more beholden to the Earl than to any human being,
could now thus confidently asseverate his belief in the Earl's
hypocrisy, and accuse him of feigning “ enemies” and dangers
out of his own imagination, to suit and cover his own treason-
able purposes, then indeed the Peers might well be disposed to
take the same view. Logically and formally the speech of
Bacon should have had little weight; but informally it may
well have had immense weight, and Essex at once endeavoured
to meet it. He instinctively felt that all the force of Bacon's
speech was derived, not from its logic, but from his personal
relations with himself: and he therefore endeavoured to bring
forward what had passed in those personal relations, as a dis-
proof of Bacon’s charge. Bacon had asserted that “ there were
no such enemies, no such dangers.” Here then the Earl retortod
that :—

“ The speeches of Mr. Bacon gave him occasion to place himself against
himself. For, saith he, Mr. Bacon being a daily courticr and having access
to her Majesty, undertook to go to the Queen on my behalf. He drew a
letter very artificially which was subscribed with my name, Also apother
letter was drawn by him to occasion that [?] herewith others should come
from his brother, Mr. Anthony Bacon, both which he should shew the
Queen.  Gosnold brought me both the letters, and in my letter he did

plead for 1ne as feelingly agninst those enemmics, and pointed them out as
plainly as was possible.” !

1 unote from the version in the Lambeth MSS. quoted sbove. The version
printed by Mr. Spedding runs thus :—*¢ To answer Mr, Bacon's speech at once, I
say this much and call Mr. Bacon against Mr. Bacon. You are then to know
that Mr. Fraucis Bacon hath written two letters, the one of which hath been
artificially framed in anune. sfter he had framed the other in Mr. Anthony

8 name to provoke me. In the latter of these two he lays down the
grounds of my discontentment and the reasons 1 pretend against mine enemien,
leading as orderly for me as I could myself. . . . If those reasons were then
just and true, not counterfeit, how can it be that now my pretensions are false and
injurioust For then MrBtcon Jjoined with moe in mine opinion, and pointed out
those to be mine enemies, and to hold me in disgrace wl‘l:;l her Majesty, whom
he seems now to clear of such miod towards me. And therefore I leave the truth
t_)il: ;’;l;t 1 ssy and he opposeth ants your Lordshipe’ indifferent considerstions.”
i .
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The retort was a home-thrust; and, in his first irritation,
Bacon could only reply that “these digressions were not fit,
neither should be suffered ; but that the honour and patience of
that assembly was great.” Had the letters been in the hands of
the Peers, it is possible that the prejudice produced by Bacon's
spoech might have been dispelled : and they might have been
enabled to realise—from-seeing how Bacon encouraged the Earl's
dread of “cnemies”—the extent to which Essex, rightly or
wrongly, did actually dread them. But, as they were not pro-
duced, Bacon was quite safe in adding, when he recovered his
equanimnity, that “ he had spent more hours to make him a meet
servant for her Majesty than evor he [?] desired. For anything
contained in these letters, it would not blush in the clearest
light.”

The confessions of three of the Earl’s followers were now
read ; and if they were read as they were printed in the Govern-
ment Declaration—that is, with tke omission of all of the passages
tending to show, first, the intention to abstain from violence;
secondly, the intention not to raise the City, but only to surprise
the Court; and, thirdly, the suddenness and unpremeditatedness
of the attempt upon the City—it is not surprising that the
Peers were convinced that Essex was guilty of premeditated
treason, amounting to an attempt to subvert the State. Still
pressing his charges of hypocrisy and deliberateness, Coke
desired to add, as a proof, Essex's intended tolerance of Roman
Catholics.? But the earnestness with which Essex refuted the
charge of trifling with religion told on the Peers, and they
refused to allow Coke to proceed with this charge.

The opinion of the judges had been ascertained that the mere

1 Lambeth MSS. 931]61, quoted above ; see also Spedding, ii. 227.

§ Coke probably quoted Blount's evidence, Sp., ii. 804 : m%::ked upon his
conscience, whether the Earl of Essex did not give him comfort that, if he came
to authority, there should be a toleration for re ! He confesseth he shonld
have been to blame to have deniod it [ for in the Karl's usual talk As was wont to
say that Re liked not that any man should be troubled for Ais nlimm:_'l? The words
in italics are marked in the original to be omilted (in Coke's handwriting). The
reason is obvious, The only busis for Blount's statement is the Earl’s * usual
talk ;" such a basia was fult to invalidate the evidemos, and therefors the
Government omit $he dasis of Aearsay in order lo strengthen ths evidence.

+ For.a similar omission, where evidence is based on mers vague talk compare ii.
801, *‘Being asked what they would have done after? He mith, they would
‘l;a‘: m% ave sutisfled the City, and have called a parliament [as Ae Aath Aeard
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“ rising to go to Court with such a company only to present my
Lord of Essex his complaints” constituted treason, even though
unaccompanied by any purpose of violence. Clearly, therefore,
Essex and Southampton were traitors. But this was not enough
for Coke and Bacon. They must be proved to be traitors as well
in intention as in act, and of this the Peers did not appear as
yet to be convinced to Coke's satisfaction, * Our law,” said the
Attorney, “judgeth the intent by the overt act.” * Well,” saith
the Earl, “ plead your law, and we will plead conscience.” !

Once more, thereforo, Bacon rose to press the charge of
deliberate and hypocritical treason. Ignoring the Earl's un-
reasonable fears, his impulsive nature, and his complete want of
self-control and forethought, he again treated Essex as though
the whole of his defencc was a mere afterthought to excuse a
treasonable plot deliberately planned and deliberately carried
out. As if Essex had not committed himself past recall by
summoning round him the noisy crowd in Essex House, Bacon
lays stress upon the warning of the Lord Keeper, and then on
the proclamation of the herald. The disregard of these, he
says, if nothing else, constitutes Essex a deliberate traitor.

] have never yet geen in any case such favour shewn to any prisoner ;
so many digressions, such delivering of evidence by fractions, and so silly
a defence of such great and notorious treasons. May it please your Grace,
you have seen how weakly he hath shadowed his purpose and how slenderly
he hath answered the objections against him. But my Lord, I doubt the
variety of matters and the many digressions may minister occasfon of
forgetfulness, and may have severed the judgments of the Lords; and
therefore 1 hold it neceseary briefly to recite the Judges' opinions.”

This being done, he proceeded to this effect :—

“ Now put the case that the Earl of Eesex’s intent were, as he wounld
bave it believed, to go only as & suppliant to her Majesty. Shall their
petitions be presented by armed petitioners? This must needs bring loss
of liberty to the prince. Neither is it any point of law, as my Lord of
Southampton would have it believed, that condemns them of treason, but
it is apparent in common sense. To take secret coungel, to execute it, to
run together in numbers armed with weapons—what can be the excuse?
Warned by the Lord Keeper, by a herald, and yet ‘Will any simple
man fake this to be less than treason 17

1 Spedding, ii. 229.
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The Earl of Essex answered that, if he had purposed anything
against others than those his private enemies, he would not bave

stirred with so slender a company. But Bacon crushed him with
an illustration from modern history far more damaging to
Essex, and likely to make him far more suspected by Elizabeth,
than the previous reference to Pisistratus.

“It was not the company you carried with you, but the assistance which
you hoped for in the City, which you trusted unto. The Duke of Guise
thrust himself into the streets of Paris on the day of the Barricadoes, in
his doublet and hose, attended only with eight gentlemen, and found that
help in the City which (thanks be to God) you failed of here. And what
fullowed 7 The King was forced to put himeelf into a pilgrim’s weeds,
and in that disguise to steal away to scape their fury. Even such was
my Lord’s confidence too ; and his pretence the same—an all-hail and a
kiss to the City. But the end was treason, as hath Leen sufficiently proved.
But when he had once delivered and engaged himself so far into that which
the shallowness of his conceit could not accomplish as he expected, the
Queen for her defence taking arms against him, he was glad to yield himself,
and, thinking to colour his practices, turned his pretexts, and alleged the
occasion thereof to proceoed from a private quarrel.”

“To this,” adds the reporter, ‘‘ the Earl answered little :” and
indeed to an assertion of this kind, not based upon any fresh
evidence, but deriving all its weight from the fact that the
asserter had been one of the Earl's most intimate friends and
might be supposed to be best acquainted with his nature, it is
hard to see what the Earl could have found to answer. Both
the prisoners were found guilty, and sentence was passed in the
usual form.

! Professor Gardiner would excuse Bacon in part on the plea that his error was

;mtte ﬁo mnuch moral as intellectual, a mistake arising from *‘the weak side of his
n o0 .ll

“ In the second place it has been alleged (ABBOTT, Bacon and Estex, 194-48)
that Bucon sinned in charging Essex with & consistent purpose of treason which
was foreign to his nature. It is mo doubt trme that Essex never did anything
dehbonte}y. and that an analysis of character would spare his heart at the
expense of his head. It does mot, however, follow that Bacon went deliberately
wrong. On the day of the trial he had only vernx:eently become aequainted
with the Karl's very questionable proceedings in Ireland, aud it was only i con-
sonance with the weak side af his intellect to & compact theory rather than one
which left room for vaguencas and uncertainty.” Dict. Nat. Biog. ii. 338.

I preaume that the word * proceedings ” refers to one or two conversafions not
ac .,vlilson (see Bacon‘and Kssex, 126-183), although the Government, by garbling
the evidence, endeavoured to give the impression that they were acted on.

The answer appears to be, first, that Bacon had access to the complete wn-
rbledl evidence, and sindeed was a party to the gardling of it, so that he might
ave known (as we know) that no treasonable project was ever seriously enter-



1601} THE DEATH OF ESSEX 81

A few days before his execution (25 February, 1601) the
composure which Essex had hitherto preserved gave way before
the fear of death, or of that which follows death ; and he poured
forth a torrent of exaggerated accusations (some of which were
afterwards proved to be groundless) against his secretary, his
friends, his sister, and himself. “ Would your Lordship have
thought this weakness and this unnaturalness in this man !”
writes the Earl of Nottingham to Montjoy. But this outburst
proceeded neither from “ unnaturalness *’ nor from vindictiveness;
but from one whose mind was now thrown off its balance by
superstition, yielding in death, as he had always yielded in life,
to the impulse of the moment. The vague general self-reproaches
wrung from a man on the verge of the. grave by superstitious
fears ought not to be allowed to exaggerate his crime; and the
verdict of history must be that Essex, though guilty of treason,
was not a deliberate traitor.

On Bacon’s conduct different judgments will be pronounced
. according as each one judges more or less severely sins pro-
ceeding not from an occasional succumbing to temptation, but
from an original and natural deficicncy in moral taste and in the
instinct of honour. Probably in consenting to contribute to the
destruction of his friend, Bacon was acting under, what must
have seemed to him, considerable pressure. If he had refused
the task assigned to him by the Crown, he must have given
up all chance of the Queen’s favour and with it all hope of
promotion. Very inferior men have made as great, or greater,
sacrifices ; but Bacon was not the man to make such a sacrifice.
He had known once what it was to be in the cloud and under
the displeasure of his royal mistress, and he was unwilling to
renew that experience. Debts were pressing him, and poverty
staring him in the face. Recent circumstances may have
quickened his appreciation of the Queen’s wisdom and judgment
as well as his desire for her favour, and his feeling that Essex
was a reckless, wilful, incorrigible outcast from the Court,
capable now, neither of helping nor of being helped, doomed to
tuined ; second, th.tlmwho,ng.aimt ence, lequton “mwt“thm"
e g e S L TR

theory
and & number of other nllitiuhgod and bad-—has * s weak side ” in his affec.
tione or emotions, as a8 in his intellect, )
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ultimate destruction. Bacon had a keen sense of the value of
fortune, of the possibilities of a learned leisure, of the importance
of his own colossal plans for the benefit of the human race; on
the other hand he had a very dull sense of the claims of honour
and friendship. Forced to choose between prosperity and
friendship, he preferred to be prosperous even at the cost of
facilitating the ruin of a friend for whom ruin, in any case, was
ultimately inevitable.

As it was, he gained less than he expected. But two years
more remained for Elizabeth to reign, and Bacon was not
destined to receive any office from her hands. Some reward,
indeed, he received in shape of money; but he naturally con-
sidered £1,200 as very insufficient price for services which no
one but himself could have rendered. Excusing himself to a
friendly creditor, whom he cannot at once pay, owing to the
delay of the promised reward, he says, “ The Queen hath done
somewhat for me, though not in the perfection I hoped.”?

§ 11 Tre ENp oF TRE OLD REgIoN

The detailed discussion of the first edition of the Essays
(published in January, 15697), will find a fitter place in the
pages devoted to Bacon’s works; but it is interesting here, to
note how this, the most popular of his books, sprang out of, and
illustrates, his own recent experiences® The writer' assumes
that the world is full of evil, and that men cannot get on in
the world without a knowledge of evil arts, an assumption thus
definitely expressed in the Advancement of Learning: “ We are
much beholden to Machiavel and others, that wrote what gen
do, and not what they ought to do. For it is not possible to Join
serpentine wisdom with the columbine simplicity, except men
know all the conditions of the serpent.”® The axiom that a man

1 Of the relations between Francis and Anthony Bacon during the trial of
We hiave no knowledge ; but & long anonymous letter addressed (30 May,
llﬁl)‘to Anthony—he died a fow dxl before he could have received it—shows
that * Anthony wus interesting himself to the last—to prove his patron innocent
of the mg“wﬁm aguinst hiw.”—Dictionary of National Biography,
t The edition included only the Essays on Btudy, Dissourse, Ceremonies

and Regpects, Followers and Furi Sui Regime
Hemour snd Reputation, Faotion, Hepocton o TPense, nt of Health,
3 Adv. qf Learn. 1. xxi. 9.
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who wishes to succeed must “know all the conditions of the
serpent ” underlies the whole of the Kasays.

But Bacon's theory is not quite consistent with his practice.
His theory is that we are to know the Evil Arts, merely that
we may be on our guard against them ; but in practice he often
puts forward some of the minor Evil Arts as though for general
use. For any man who will regard life as a gnme of chess and
human beings as the pieces, the Essays will afford useful hints
for winning the game; hints that go straight to the mark
and are always practicable and always suggestive of more than
they actually say. There is no waste of words or sentiment.
Everything is to the point and tends to practice. How terse,
for example, and how practical is the Essay on Negocialing,
which tells you that “If you would work any man, you must
either know his nature and his fashions and so lead him; or
his ends, and so win him; or his weaknesses and disadvauntages,
and so awe him; or those that have interest in him and so
- govern him !”1 And what wisdom there is in the reason given
for the advice to employ lucky people ; “For that breeds con-
fidence ; and they will strive to maintain their prescription!” *

Perhaps the passage in the Zssays that contains the most
feeling recognition of right and wrong is—characteristically
enough, as coming from one who was smarting under the
rejection of a protracted suit—to be found in the Essay on
Suttors where the writer protests that in every suit there ought
to be some higher consideration than mere favour: “Surely
there is, in some sort, & right in every suit: either a right of
equity if it be a suit of controversy, or a right of desert, if it be
a suit of petition.” 3 But even here he assumes that his readers
will occasionally favour the wrong side and only asks them not
to carry their injustice to the length of oppression or slander.

In the little volume of 1597 there is not much of the
philosophic enthusiasm which breathes in some of the later
ZKssays. The subjects are for the most part on & common-place
level, and the language is correspondingly homely. We must
wait till 1620 for the splendid eulogy on Z'ruth as “the sovereign
good of human nature.,” In the Studies of 15697 we have only

1 Essays, xlvii. 48. * Ib, 26.
* 78, xlix. 17.
g 2
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the common sense view that “simple men admire them, wise
men use them.,” This word “use” is indeed the key-note to
the ethics of the earlier Kssays. Everything is to be “used”
for some purpose—studies, discourse, money, men, friends, and
factions. The purpose ought to be a good one—so the Essayist
occasionally protests—but he shows you how to make these
things subserve any purpose, good or bad. On the frank world-
liness of Bacon’s views of friendship, comment has been already
made ; but the Essay on Faction is no less frank in its recognition
of self-interest as a natural and prevailing motive, and almost
cynical in its suppression of resentment against ratters and
traitors. “Mean men,” 1.c. men of low station, are told that if
they wish to rise, they must “adhere,” i.c. take a side; yet even
for beginners, he adds, it generally answers to be the most
popular man of your faction with the opposite faction! (just as
Francis Bacon of the Essexian faction was at this time (1696-7)
keeping on terms with the Cecilians) ; and again, “the traitor,
in factions, lightly goeth away with it; for when matters have
stuck long in balancing, the winning of some one man casteth
them and he getteth all the thanks.”s

Bacon’s part in drawing up the work described by Lord
Clarendon as a *pestilent libel,” but published by the Govern-
ment as a Declaration of the Treasons of Essex® may be passed
over the more briefly because he tells us (and we have no
evidence to the contrary), that his task was little more than that
of an amanuensis to the Council and the Queen.

“About that time her Majesty, taking a liking for my pen . .. .
commanded me to pen that book, which was published for the
satisfaction of the world ; which I did, but so as never secretary had more
particalar and express directions and instructions in every point how to
guide my hand in it. And not only so ; but after that I had made a first
dreught thereof, and propounded it to certain prineipal Councillors, by her
Mpjesty’s appointment, it was perused, weighed, censured, altered and made

.almost a new writing, according to their Lordships’ better consideration ;
wherein their Lordships and myself both were as religious and curious of
truth, as desirous of satisfaction ; and myself indeed gave only words and
form of style in pursuing their direction.” ¢

I Eseays, ii. 10-15. * Ib. 88.
4 I, iid.

! 8pedding, il. 347—368. 159,
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But we cannot so lightly pass over the Apology,! which, (though
printed in 1604) was probably written in 1603, and naturally
demands consideration at this period when we are bidding
farewell to Essex. It was dedicated to Montjoy (by that time
Earl of Devonshire) and its object was to vindicate the Author,
not in the estimation of the vulgar sort (whom, he says, he does
not so much regard), but in the judgment of certain other
persons, from the charge of having been false to the Earl of
Essex. Speaking of “ the noble but unfortunate Earl” through-
out in terms of respect and tenderness, it states that the Author,
during a long and entirely disinterested friendship, neglected
the Queen’s service, his own fortune, and, in a sort, his vocation,
first to retain, and then to redintegrate, Essex in the royal
favour; in which course he protests that he continucd faithfully
and industriously “ till his last impatience, for so I will call it "—
but he had once called it the hypocrisy of a Pisistratus and the
treachery of a Judas when his benefactor’s life was hanging in
" the balance—* after which day there was not time to work for
him,”

That Bacon’s .Apology is full of inaccuracies will be admitted
by all who, without prejudice and with sufficient attention, will
compare it with Bacon's letters; but it would be a hasty
inference to conclude that he deliberately and conaciously mis-
represented a single incident. We have abundant proof that he
was eminently inattentive to details. His seientific works are
full of small inaccuracies; King James found in this defect of
his Chancellor the matter for a witticisnd, “ de minimis non
curat lex ;” his most friendly biographer, Mr. Spedding, admits
that his memory was “ not very accurate in counting time,” and
Rawley, his private chaplain and devoted admirer, tells us
that he habitually altered and improved upon the utterances of
any author whom he happened to quote.

A slippery memory, and inattention to facts, especially to
inconvenient facts, in a man of determined self-complacency, may
easily lead to a complete distortion of history without definite and
conscious falsehood. Just as Bacon habitually “ improved on” the
authors from whom he quoted, giving us, not what they said, but

L]
¢ Bpedding, iil. 141—160,
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what he thought they ought to have said, so in the Apology he has
improved upon himself, by slight touches and minute divergences
from the truth, conveying to us the picture, not of his actual con-
duct, but of what he felt his conduct ought to have been. But
however interesting the Apology may be, from a literary and rhe-
torical point of view, for the ease and smoothness of its style, and
for the dexterity with which it colours facts without greatly falsi-
fying them, it can never be regarded as a contribution to history—
unless it be a psychological history of the manifold and labyrin-
thine self-deceptions to which great men have been subjected.

A few words on Bacon’s money matters are needful at this
point. Enriched with twelve hundred pounds as his reward for
contributing to the conviction of Essex, he was now somewhat
rolieved from pecuniary distractions ; and we may here take our
last notice of this aspect of his life, which is not without im-
portance in attempting to estimate the motives which led him
to sue for lucrative office. Having failed (in spite of the vehe-
ment advocacy of KEssex) in an attempt (1597) to make a
wealthy marriage with the widow of Sir William Hatton, he
was arrested in the autumn of next year (1598) for a debt of
£300. It appears that he had been previously sued for this
debt, and that the payment had been excused till the beginning
of Michaelmas term. But the impatient creditor anticipated the
term by a fow days ; and on the 24th of September, Bacon writes to
Egerton and Cecil from a “ handsome house in Coleman Street,”
where he is under restraint, complaining of the insult to which
he has been subjected in being arrested on his way from the
Tower, where he had been discharging the Queen’s business, as
one of the learned counsel. His straitened circumstances may
be inferred from the fact that, although the “beginning ofk
Michaelmas Term” was certainly not far off, he cannot pay his
debt without great inconvenience ; “I have an hundred pounds
lying by me, which he may have, and the rest upon some rea-

. sonable time and security ; or, if need be, the whole; but with
my more trouble.”

In the previous year (1597) he had attempted to secure the
Mastership of the Rolls by favour of the Lord Keeper Egerton,
In return for this, he privately promised .to Egerton's son the
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reversion of his Clerkship to the Council—the present Clerk,
Mill, being under trial for irregularities, for which he might
possibly be dismissed. As the Lord Keeper was already either
appointed, or likely to be appointed, one of Mill'’s judges, this
secret application, conveyed in obscure and circuitous terms,
was scarcely creditable to Bacon. But the scheme failed and
Mill retained his post.!

However, from a petition of Francis Bacon to the Queen in
1600, we gather that he had hopes of getting into his own hands
an estate which his brother Anthony was proposing to alienate;
and an improvement in his circumstances may also be inferred
from the fact that we find him, about this time, undertaking to
clear off his debts. In this process his unbusinesslike, over-
hopeful, and self-favouring disposition becomes once more curi-
ously prominent. His principal creditor was an old friend of the
name of Trott, of whose kindness and consideration Anthony
gpeaks in the highest terms; but Trott and Francis Bacon
cannot agree upon the amount due. Into the details of this
petty dispute space forbids us to enter; but the result is not
without interest. Bacon offered £1,259 12s.; his friend (besides
expenses amounting to about £140) claimed £1,897 12s. The
Lord-Keeper Egerton (one of the most honourable men of the
day and a special friend of Bacon's, to whom they referred the
dispute), awarded £1,800—a decision that seems to show that
Bacon’s vehement complaints of his old friend’s extortionate
demands were, to say the least, not quite justifiable.

The reign of Elizabeth was now drawing to a close, and the
time was at hand when Bacon, at least for a time, must bid
farewell to politics and resort to that alternative which he had
mentioned to his uncle Burghley—become a “sorry book-
maker and pioneer in the mine of Truth.”

1 For a full discussion of the matter see Bacon and Essex, pp. 88-88. Professor
Gardiner shys on this point *‘ The mere proposal would properly shock us at the
present day ; and if, as seems probable, Bacon’s second letter of 12 November,
in which his offer was repeated, was written after he knew that Egerton had been
chosen s member of the Commission which had been appointed to examine the
charges which had been brought against the actual holder of the Clerkship, the
transaction assumes an which ought to have opened Bacon's eyes to its

uestionable charac udging from his mhmgunt proceedings as
&umenm', his eyes were very to open.” (Dict. of Nat. Biography, ‘‘Bacon,”)
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Among his enemies under the new reign he must hence-
forth reckon Coke, the Attorney-General. The two had been
competitors before, when Coke had been promoted from the
Solicitor's place to be Attorney-General (1594) in spite of
Bacon’s suit for the same place; they had also been rivals
(1597) in suing for the hand of Lady Hatton, and here also
Coke had been successful, Not improbably Coke had been
irritated by Bacon's attempt to come between him and the
Attorneyship. Sir Francis Bacon, Solicitor-General himself in
1611, describes the Attorney’s place at that time to the King as
“ the natural and immediate step and rise, which the place I now
hold hath ever, in a sort, made claim to, and almost never fasled
of.” Why then, Coke might well have asked, should an attempt
have been made to debar him—the acknowledged head of
the legal profession in knowledge, ability, and practice—from
his “natural and immediate step and rise ” by a young barrister
of thirty-three, his junior by nine years, whose legal attainments
were comparatively untried. Nothing in Coke's nature tended
to soften any pre-conceived irritation of this kind, if such irrita-
tion existed. He was rough, uncouth, and overbearing ; loving
money next to Law and utterly destitute of refinement, taste, or
appreciation for his rival’s widerstudies! The Common Law he
regarded as the perfection of wisdom and morality; and he was
contemptuously disregardful of any question that could not be
settled on technical grounds and by appeal to legal precedents.
Yet either the spirit and fairness of the Common Law, or perhaps
the habits of a Judge, had so far imbued him that even the in-
stincts of his narrow nature guided him occasionally to more just
conclusions than the broader and freer theorising of the philo-
sopher who would have regarded the King as the fountain ¢
justice and the Judges as mere conduits, He was dogged and

1 In his copy of the Novum Organum, received ex dono auctoris, Coke wrote

these words :—
¢ ductori consilium.
lnatmnre paras veterum docnmenh sophorum :
taura leges justitiamque prius,”
He added, mth allusion to the p in the frontispiece of the Novum

.mum,
¢ It deserveth not tobomdinlchooh.
But to be freighted in the ship of Fools.”

Church, Bacon, p. 9,
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stubborn; but it was not mere stubbornness and love of opposi-
tion that led him afterwards to confront and contradict the King
and to be crushed rather than submit,! He prized the growing
independence and purity of the Bench, and manfully resisted
all attempts to revive the once customary but almost disused
interferences with the course of justice by the Crown, which
Bacon desired to restore and systematize as part of the foundation
for his ideal Monarchy. Thus pitted against one another by
circumstances, and having natures at all points antithetical, the
lawyer and the philosopher could hardly fail to feel, from the
first, a certain degree of mutual antipathy: but the ill-will
between the two exploded in a quarrel of which Bacon himself
gives the following account to his cousin Cecil. Coke appears
to have taken fire at some implied charge, or what Coke regarded
as a charge, on the part of Bacon, that, in his capacity of
Attorney he had been too lenient, or too neglectful of the in-
terests of the Crown, in dealing with a Recusant.

“To Mn. SECRETARY CECIL,

“ It may please your Honour,

“Because we live in an age where every man's imperfections is but
another’s fable, and that there fell out an accident in the Exchequer which
I know not how, nor how soon may be traduced—though I dare trust
rumour in it, except it be malicious or extreme partial—I am bold now to
possess your Honour, as one that ever I found careful of my advancement
and yet more jealous of my wrongs, with the- truth of that which passed,
deferring my farther request until I may attend your Honour; and so I
continue

Your Honour’s very humble,
And particularly bounden,

Fr, Bacox.
“ Gray's Inn, this 20th of April, 1601.”

! In February, 1608, the King became 8o furious with Coke’s arguments against
the jurisdiction of the mdﬂfmmm. that he ‘¢ clenched his fists as ifg:l{out
to strike the Chief Justice. Coke fell ou the ground and for
mercy,” Gardiner, History, ii. 42. is may seem inconsistent with itate-
ment in the text; fmtn.. deal depends upon what is meant by ‘* grovelling.”
It was customary for Bishops and Lord Chancellors to fall on their knees before
the King, whenever they intended to contradiet him or take a liberty. (Gardiner,
History, i, 163, il. 830) ; and kneeling and ** grovelling ” might be confused by
an y , or through the mere love of exaggeration. At all svents,
if Coke ** grov * he did not yield ; for the debate was postponed.
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“A true remembrance of the abuse I received of Mr, Attorney-General
publicly in the Exchequer the first day of term; for the truth whereof [
rafer myself to all that were present.

“] moved to have a reseizure of the lands of Geo. Moore, a relapsed
recusant, a fugitive and a practising ? traitor ; and showed better matter for
the Queen against the discharge by plea, which is ever with a salvo jure.
And this I did in as gentle and reasonable terms as might be.

“ Mr. Attorney kindled at it, and said, ¢ Mr. Bacon, if you have any
tooth against me pluck it out; for it will do you more hurt than all the
teeth in your head will do you good.’ I answered coldly in these very
words : ¢ Mr, Attorney, I respect you ; I fear you not ; and the less you
speak of your own greatness, the more I will think of it.’

“He replied, *I think scorn to stand upon terms of greatness towards
you, who are less than little; less than the least;’ and other such
strange light terms he gave me, with that insulting which cannot be
expressed.

“ Herewith stirred, yet I said no more but this: ‘Mr, Attorney, do
not depress me so far; for I have been your better, and may be again,
when it please the Queen.’

“ With this he spake, neither I nor himself could tell what, as if he
had been born Attorney-General ; and in the end bade me not meddle
with the Queen’s business, but with mine own ; and that I was unsworn,
etc. I told him, sworn or nnsworn was all one to an honest man ; and
that I ever set my service first, and myself second ; and wished to God that
he would do the like,

“Then he said, it were good to clap a cap. utlegatum upon my back !
To which 1 only said he could not ; and that he was at fault, for he hunted
upon an old scent. He gave me a number of disgraceful words besides,
which I answered with silence and shewing that I was not moved with
them.”

Although Coke appears, and probably was, mainly to blame
for this discreditable squabble, it is not unlikely that he re-
ceived some provocation from the manmer in which Baco
“showed better matter for the Queen.” It was a point of policy
with the latter to endeavour to gain credit at the expense of
rivals. We shall find him, later on, committing to paper a
determination to “win credit comparats to the Attorney
[Hobart] by being more short, round, and resolute.”?® But

3 5.6 “plotting.”
" ¥ Bee p, 158, and compare Essays, 1v. 20: * Honour that is gained and broken
anoéher hath the quickest teflection, like diamonds cut with fecets ; and,
re, lot a man contend to excsl any competitors of his honourin outshooting
thew, if he can, in their own bow,”
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the present Attorney was a very different man from Hobart,
and not a man to allow “ credit comparate” lightly to be won
at his cost. The threat of the capias utlegatum—no doubt
referring to Bacon’s arrest for debt in September, 1598—must
have been extremely galling to a man who was still not free
from money difficulties, and who, throughout alnost all his life,
was never out of debt; and he sent the Attorney the following
letter of expostulation :

¢ MR. ATTORNEY,
“] thought best, once for all, to let you know in plainness what I find of
you, and what you shall find of me.

“You take to yourself a liberty to disgrace and disable my law, my ex-
perience, my discretion. 'What it pleaseth you, I pray, think of me:
I am one that knows both mine own wants and other men's : and it may
be perchance that mine mend, and others stand at a stay. And surely I
may not endure in public place to be wronged without repelling the same
to my best advantage to right myself.

“You are great and therefore have the more enemies which would be glad
to have you paid at another’s cost. Since the time I miesed the Solicitor's
place (the rather I think by your means) I cannot expect that you and I
shall ever serve as Attorney and Solicitor together; but either to serve
with another upon your remove, or to step into some other course ; so as
I am more free than ever I was from any occasion of unworthy conforming
myself to you, more than general good manners or your particular good
usage shall provoke. And if you had not been shortsighted in your own
fortune (as I think) you might have had more use of me. But that tide
is passed. I write not this to show my friends what a brave letter I have
writ to Mr. Attorney ; I have none of these humours. But that I have
written is to a good end, that is to the more decent carriage of my Mistress’
service, and to our particular better understanding one of another. This
Jetter, if it shall be answered by you in deed and not in word, I suppose
it will not be worse for us both. Else it is but a few lines lost, which for
a much smaller matter I would have adventured. 8o this being but to
yourself, I for myself rest.”

The enmity thus published to the world did not end here;
and through the web of Bacon’s destiny and various vicissitudes,
the antagonism of Coke runs like a dark thread interwoven
with his most signal triumphs and his ultimate humiliation
and fall.

About this time Bacon lost his brother Anthony.! His health,

! Chamberlain, writing on 27 May, 1601, uy- ¢ Anthony Bacon died not
long since.”
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always infirm, had perhaps received a shock from the outbreak
and death of Essex, to whom he remained faithful to the last:
at all events his correspondence breaks off at that point, and
from that time forward we have no record of the relations between
the two brothers. More impulsive, more free-spoken, more
lavish and reckless of expenditure, and (we must add) more
single-hearted than Francis, he had spent his fortune first in
travelling, and afterwards in procuring foreign information for
Essex, and in maintaining himself and (in part) his younger
brother while the latter was prosecuting his suit for the
Attorneyship and Solicitorship. But by this time the tide
had turmed, and whereas he had sold estate after estate for
Francis, it is now Francis who hopes <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>